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by Pastor Mark Lovett 

And he said to them, “Come away by yourselves to a desolate place and 

rest a while.” 

~ Mark 6:31 ~ 

To the saints of God of Immanuel, grace to you and peace from God 
our Father, and from our Lord Jesus Christ, who is blessed forever. 

Amen. 

“It is good to give thanks to the Lord, 
to sing praises to your name, O Most High. 

“To sing praises to your name, O Most High;to declare 

your steadfast love in the morning, 
and your faithfulness by night” (Ps. 92:1-2) 

Faith is not inactive. It causes us to call upon the name of the 

Lord. It causes us to give thanks to the Lord. In a (Lutheran) word, 
faith causes us to pray, praise, and give thanks. These three holy 

fruits of faith are the hallmarks of the Christian life. 

It is a great blessing, then, that at Immanuel we have daily 

offices of Matins, Vespers (Mon – Fri), and Evening Prayer 

(Wednesdays). As a congregation, by faith, we “declare [His] stead-

fast love in the morning” and “[His] faithfulness by night”. We cele-
brate the Eucharist (thanksgiving) not only on Sundays, the Lord’s 

Day, as the chief gathering of the congregation, but also on Wednes-

days (11am) and on feast and festivals of the Church. One might 

think, “That’s a lot of church!” But it’s not. 

It’s not a lot of “church” in same way “going home” isn’t a 

lot of going home. Going to church is the pattern of the Christian 
life. We go to church to hear the Scriptures, to receive the Body and 

Blood of Jesus, and to “address one another in psalms and 

hymns” (Eph. 5:19). We go because this is the pattern of life of one 
who is in Christ, a pattern set by the Lord and His Apostles. Going 

to church is more than a good thing to do, it is the heartbeat of the 

Christian. And should the heartbeat slow, the body begins to die.  

“Do not neglect the gathering” (Heb. 10:25). 

  
(cont’d. on next page) 
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Attending Matins, Vespers, and Evening Prayer are also not 

merely “going to church” but are the pattern of daily prayer put forth 

in the psalm quoted above (92). In the Venite (Psalm 95), we pray: 

“Today if you hear His voice do not harden 
your hearts as at Meribah, as on the day of Massah in 

the wilderness when your fathers put Me to the test 
though they had seen My work” (vv. 8-9). 

Today, as in this day on which this is sung. Today, if we hear 

His voice. We hear His voice in the Holy Scripture and through His 

service (liturgy). Daily we hear His voice and daily we are to not 

“harden our hearts” precisely because we have seen His work! We 

declare His love in the morning and His faithfulness by night. 

The pattern we have at Immanuel is not to have more church 

or to repristinate, but to participate in the pattern of the life of Christ 

who rose early to pray and often prayed late into the night. He by no 

means individualized prayer but incorporated all who are baptized 

into His custom of daily prayer, praise, and thanksgiving (eucharist) 

to His Father in heaven. The Church participates in Christ in His 

prayers, His Supper, and His faith, faith given to us as a gift by the 

Holy Spirit by whom we cry out, “Abba! Father!” 

 Not everyone can make it to the daily offices (Matins, Ves-

pers, and Evening Prayer), and that’s okay. That the daily offices 

are being prayed is good. Those who can’t be there are remem-
bered by those gather, as St. Paul says to the church in Corinth, in 

the spirit since we share the same spirit. It is better if you can avail 

yourself to attend bodily but let no one pass judgment on another 

for this. 

 Same goes for the Divine Service as it is offered through-

out the week. It is good to avail yourself as you are able, “making 
the best use of the time since the days are evil” (Eph. 5:6), pattern-

ing your life to the sacred rather than forgoing the sacred for this 

life. However, do not unduly burden your conscience (or the con-
science of others). Do, however, remember our Lord’s words to 

His disciples: “Come with Me by yourselves to a quiet place and 

get some rest” (Mark 6:31). The services of the Church are the 

“quiet place”. Not because there is no noise but because the  

(cont’d. on next page) 
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Contribution Statistics 
Offerings Received Last Month Year-to-Date 

Total Towards Budget 
Offerings Received 

Towards Budget 
Contributions Needed 

to Meet Budget 

  $    32,703,81         $    27,935.92           $     202,691.14             $     225,767.88     

clamor of this world – which is what the Lord was defending His 
disciples against – is quieted and we rest in the Lord (Sabbath 

Day).             

              By means of the daily offices the congregation participates 
in the pattern of prayer, praise, and thanksgiving that the Lord 

Himself gives us. Our individual praying, praising, and giving 

thanks is born of the congregation’s just as our faith is born of the 
faith of the congregation (or do we baptize ourselves and give our-

selves the Lord’s Supper). The “faith delivered to the saints” (Jude 

3) is delivered through the Lord’s Body, the Church (see also Ro-

mans 10:14-16). Let us rejoice and give thanks to God, then, that He 

has seen fit to give us so many opportunities to gather in prayer, 

praise, and thanksgiving! Even if we cannot all attend, to know 
that such prayer and thanksgiving is going on and that we are a 

part of it by virtue of our common faith and the Spirit given us, is a 

great encouragement in the faith. 

Now to him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to 

present you blameless before the presence of his glory with great 

joy, to the only God, our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be 
glory, majesty, dominion, and authority, before all time and now 

and forever. Amen. 

Peace be with you all. 

+Pastor 
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BOARD OF EVANGELISM 
“Whoever wants to belong to the one, invisible Church must be an upright 
Christian, striving with great earnestness to do what God has commanded 
and to leave undone what He has forbidden.  Such a person also has the 
holy duty to belong, where he can, to an orthodox visible church because 
this, too, is a clear command of God.  According to God’s Word, a person 
should not only have the right faith in his heart, but he should also confess 
it with his mouth and his deeds.  Therefore, whoever wants to belong to 
the true invisible Church also joins with those who confess the faith of 
this Church.”   - C.F.W. Walther 
 
What a joy it is to share in the fellowship of Christ with all of you at Im-
manuel!  I give thanks for all of you and would encourage all to continue 
to partake of the blessed fellowship we have as saints at Immanuel, in the 
Divine Service and the sacraments, gathered where God has drawn us 
together to partake his good gifts, as members of both the visible and in-
visible Church. 
 
Peace be with you. 
 
Eric Stuewe 
Board of Evangelism 

A VETERAN’S SERVICE 
      American hero Eddie Rickenbacker (1890-1973) led a life of daring 
and risk, from racing cars as a teen to piloting warplanes. Throughout 
his experiences, Rickenbacker grew in faith while discovering that “life 
had no meaning except in terms of helping others.”   
     In the first issue of Guideposts magazine, Rickenbacker described 
spending four agonizing months of 1941 in the hospital after an acci-
dent. While recovering, he pondered life and death, concluding that he 
couldn’t give up because he still “had work to do, others to serve.” 
      Less than two years later, that ordeal came in handy. After crashing 
in the South Pacific, Rickenbacker and “seven other starving men” were 
adrift on a raft for 21 days. Most were “so young they needed the 
strength and understanding of a man who had been down in the valley 
of the shadow, who had suffered and made sense out of his suffering,” 
he said. “It was clear to me that God had a purpose in keeping me alive. 
… I had been saved to serve.” 
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BOARD OF PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 
 
 

     As we roll into fall please help me thank those who helped care for the 
church yard this summer. They were as follows:  The Loesing family, The 
Lovett family, David and Lisa Bromlow, George and Jane Huenergardt, 
Cecil Wulf, Bob and Elaine Todd, Chuck Muller, Cary Awtrey, Tom Clark, 
Garry Woodward, Beverly Giammasi, Renee Horning, Phyllis Jenish, along 
with Andrew and Eric Stuewe who helped me a time or two. It was a long 
hot summer but we made it through it! 
 
The church property insurance has been contacted and a claim has been 
filed for the glass repair on the church windows from the vandalism from 
earlier this spring, but it is a slow process. I have been told that they cover 
the replacement costs completely, meaning that we do not have to pay our 
$2500.00 deductible. 
 
Thanks to George Huenergardt who continues to do some hanging of bulle-
tin boards and works on other miscellaneous items. 
 
Not much else to report, other than changing light bulbs, and doing some 
pew repair.  
 
Please remember to clean up after yourself, turn off lights and make 
sure the church is locked and secure when you leave. And if you see 
something that needs repair or attention please do not hesitate to contact 
me, George Huenergardt, Gary Woodward or the church office. 
 

Kevin Stuewe, Chairman 
Board of Property Maintenance 

The company you keep 

 

At a concert, a Christian musician talked about growing up in the South, 
saying his accent was a giveaway. Then he described his relationship with 
Jesus, noting that he spends lots of time in God’s Word. By “hanging out 
with Jesus,” he said, he has “picked up Jesus’ accent.” Just as people 
know he’s from the South because of how his voice sounds, they know he 
follows Christ through his actions and words. 
     Proverbs 13:20 emphasizes that the company you keep can greatly in-
fluence you, for better or worse. Imagine the impact we can have on other 
people by hanging out with Jesus more! 
     Dear God, we invite you into our daily lives. Hang out in our hearts 
and minds so that when people see and hear us, they’ll know whose we 
are. Amen.  —Julie Lee 
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STEWARDSHIP UPDATE 
(All “Maturing Stewards” articles are prepared by LCMS) 

 
     

 
What Makes for a Cheerful Giver? 

 

St. Paul wrote to Church of Christ in Corinth: “Each one must give as he has 
decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a 
cheerful giver” (2 Cor. 9:7). God loves a cheerful giver. But who is a cheer-
ful giver? 
 
Abel was. By faith, he gave the firstborn of his flock, and it was acceptable 
in God’s sight. Abraham was. By faith, he prepared cakes and a tender 
choice calf for God and entertained angels unaware. So also were David and 
Solomon. By faith, David would not make a sacrifice to God that cost him 
nothing, so he paid Araunah his due. By faith, Solomon built a house for 
God, where his name would dwell and thereby where He would dwell to be 
Israel’s God and they His people. 
 
What more shall we say? For time would fail us to tell of all those who gave 
not simply for the joy of giving but for the joy of knowing the One to whom 
they gave. 
 
So also our Lord, who for the joy set before Him, gave everything – yes, 
even His life – enduring the cross and scorning its shame. He gave to the 
shedding of His blood, willingly and resolutely setting His face toward Jeru-
salem to die for the life of the world. Though He was rich in every way, He 
became poor, so that by His poverty, we might be rich beyond measure. 

 
So then, let us like Abel and Abraham, like David and Solomon, and even 
like our Lord Jesus Christ, give cheerfully to God for the work of His king-
dom in our midst. Like them, let us decide in our heart for the joy set before 
us. It’s the joy of knowing the One to whom we give is the One who gives 
us all good things. 

“When it comes to life, the critical thing is whether you take things 
for granted or take them with gratitude.”   —G.K. Chesterton 
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          ALL-DAY PRAYER VIGIL – 
 
In the month of November we anticipate the celebration of 
Thanksgiving holiday with family and friends. What better 
time to put on your schedule a Prayer Vigil to be held at 

Immanuel Lutheran on Saturday, November 19th, the Saturday before 
Thanksgiving, 8 a.m. until 8 p.m. 
     Come and give whatever time you can to offer prayers of thanksgiving as 
well as prayer concerns to our Lord God. If you feel apprehension about what 
to pray, guidance is offered to you with a Prayer Helps Packet which includes 
psalms to pray, Lutheran Service Book prayers, Scripture verses highlighting 
prayer, how to pray the Small Catechism, a list of those who serve as leaders 
in our synod, district, circuit, community, state, and nation as well as other 
prayer resources. Offer up prayers for world concerns and prayer requests 
from church members. Or feel free to sit quietly as you reflect on God’s good-
ness and bounty in your life. 
     Formal prayer services of Matins, Compline, Evening Prayer, and Vespers 
will be offered at 8 a.m., 12 noon, 4p.m., and 8 p.m., respectively.  Please 
consider helping with this prayer effort by committing to at least an hour of 
prayer on this day. 
     The goal is to have at least two people in the sanctuary praying through-
out the vigil day. A sign-up sheet is in the narthex for volunteer to pray or to 
serve as a door monitor for the south entrance throughout the day of the vigil. 
Prayer request cards are in the narthex if you wish to make known prayer 
requests to be included in the vigil. If you have any questions, please contact 
Suzanne Cooper (316-617-4092 scrane3@cox.net) or call the church office 
(264-0639). Thank you in advance for making the Prayer Vigil a priority in this 
season of Thanksgiving!  
 

“O give thanks unto the Lord for He is good; for his steadfast love en-
dures forever!” Psalm 118:1 

Thank you, veterans! 
On Veterans Day, we honor men and women who’ve 
served and sacrificed in one of America’s armed services.   
     On November 11, 1918, America and her allies signed a 
truce with German leaders, ending World War I. In 1919, 
President Wilson decided the United States should remem-
ber with gratitude the end of that war and honor military 
members by marking Armistice Day, or “truce” day. In 
1954, Congress changed the name to Veterans Day, honor-

ing veterans of every era. 
     Veterans Day highlights our country’s quest for peace, justice and 
freedom throughout the world. Followers of Jesus, the Prince of 
Peace, pray for unity among all nations and for the day when “nation 
will not take up sword against nation, nor will they train for war any-
more” (Isaiah 2:4, NIV). 
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I am having a hard time 
coming up with  a topic 
for this month’s newslet-
ter. I was thinking that I 
might write about grati-
tude since it is the No-

vember newsletter and I have SO many things to be grateful for, 
such as family, friends, food, my job, and countless other things. I 
have been extremely grateful for our growing membership in the 
choirs and Sunday School classes. Although, gratitude is always a 
great topic, I have decided to go with another word. It is a word that 
has been coming to my mind lately, especially when working with 
the choir. I am GRATEFUL for all the talented people in the choir, 
but I am feeling the word HUMILITY. We have such talent and 
knowledge at this church. I find myself needing to be willing to ask 
for suggestions and advice, which for some of us is a very hard 
thing. It was interesting to read all the different “definitions” of humil-
ity when I googled the word. Some of them were quite disturbing, 
such as “a low view of one’s importance” (Oxford Languages.) I did 
appreciate the definition provided in an article on 
VeryWellMind.com. “Humility is the ability to view yourself accurate-
ly as an individual with talents as well as flaws while being void of 
arrogance and low self-esteem.” My interpretation is to know your 
strengths (without boasting) and weaknesses (be teachable.) I pray 
that I can be a humble, forgiving, servant for my Lord and Savior, 
Jesus Christ. 
 

Musically Yours in Christ, 
Becky 

Tentative Music Schedule: 
October 30    8:30 am    Choir 
                         Noon       NO Bells 

                       3:00 pm    Reformation Choir Rehearsal at Immanuel  
                       4:00 pm    Reformation Service and Dinner 
 

November 6   8:30 am   Choir 
                        9:10 am   Kids 

                         Noon       Bells 
 

November 13  8:30 am  Choir 
                           Noon    Bells 
 

November 20  8:30 am  Bells (This may need to move to  
                                                   November 13.) 
                         9:00 am  Choir 
 

November 27   8:30 am Choir 
                            Noon   Bells 



 

 
 

 
 

LWML—  Autumn Greetings. 
 

A big thank you to everyone who helped get the quilts and lap 
robes down to the library on LWML Sunday.  We were able to give 
8 quilts to the Union Rescue Mission and 8 quilts to Passage Ways 
here in town.  The rest of the quilts went to the Orphan Grain Train.  
We did hold out 2 quilts and 1 lap robe for a silent auction at the 
Reformation Festival.  Some of the lap robes were taken to the VA 
hospital by Jean and Paul Ruedi, and Brenda Muller took some to 
Lakepoint nursing home.  With the congregations help, we were 
able to fill 48 school bags and take them to Orphan Grain Train. 
 

Our next LWML meeting will be on November 8th, after lunch.  
That morning we will be tying quilts.  We will also be working on 
quilts on November 22 starting at 9:30.  All are welcome to come 
and help.  
 

Have a Blessed Thanksgiving. 
 
Phyllis Ioerger 
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Surely he has borne our griefs ...”  When veteran Joe 
Serna confessed that he’d been drinking — behavior prohibited in 
the Veterans Treatment Court program — Judge Lou Olivera sen-
tenced him to one night in jail. That might not seem like much, but 
while deployed, Serna had been trapped underwater when his 
truck toppled into a canal. A buddy managed to move him to an air 
pocket, saving his life, but the buddy and two others died. Years 
later, even the thought of confinement triggered flashbacks. 
 
As Serna arrived for his jail stay, Olivera, also a vet, saw his anxi-
ety, entered the cell with Serna and spent the night. His kind act 
nearly brought Serna to tears, but the judge believes any vet 
would have done the same. “These are our brothers,” Olivera 
says. “We never leave each other behind.” 
 
Similarly, Jesus entered our troubled story alongside us, sharing in 
our suffering, brokenness and even death. As a comrade unlike 
any other, Jesus calls us his brothers and sisters, refusing to leave 
us behind with our self-imposed burdens. Above all, Jesus does 
what only God can: redeems us for the joy of new life. 
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ACORNS 
APPLE 
AUTUMN 
BAKING 
BERRIES 
BONFIRES 
BOOTS 
BROWN 
CANDY CORN 
CARAMEL 
CHESTNUTS 
CINNAMON 
COFFEE 
COLORFUL 
CORNUCOPIA 

DECORATIONS 
FALL 
FALL BREAK 
FESTIVALS 
FLANNEL 
FODDERSHOCK 
FOLIAGE 
FOOTBALL 
FORREST CREATURES 
GOLD 
GOURD 
HARVEST 
HAYRIDES 
LEAF PILE 
LEAVES 
MAIZE 
NOVEMBER 

ORCHARD 
PIE 
PINE CONE 
PUMPKIN PATCH 
PUMPKIN SPICE 
RAKE 
SCARECROW 
SCAR 
SEASON 
SWEATER 
THANKFUL 
TREES 
WEATHER CHANGE 
WREATH 
YELLOW 

NOVEMBER WORD 
SEARCH 
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              Concordia Academy  
 
 

 
Some have been given a vocation and gift; parenting and children, 
who like many arrows in the quiver are useful and pleasant for the 
growing of families and help in time of trouble.  Education is the 
mandate of God for the children of man, and since they come into 
the world helpless and naked, we know that the pattern for us all is 
to come before God and his creation in deep need of everything.  This 
is the way God would have it, and it is a reminder that we continue in 
this way no matter how may blessings we receive, ultimately relying 
on God alone and his provision through Jesus Christ.  
 The question then is potential.  Do we not want our children 
to develop their potential?  Many educators in the postmodern world 
believe that this potential is largely economic and personal, that chil-
dren must be integrated into the workforce and learn to advocate for 
equity because of some vague concept of the basic dignity of man, 
that man is evolving into a new global consciousness and has grown 
beyond the selfish concerns of family and the superstitions of the 
Church.   This is a catechism of despair.  We know that man’s poten-
tial is found in the Son of Man, who is the essence of virtue and wis-
dom, spoken of by the prophets and born in the line of Abra-
ham.  When we cast children back upon themselves, telling them 
that they deserve to be anything they want to become, we have de-
nied them the path of wisdom and righteousness upon which they 
travel toward fulfillment.   The children of the Church are not of the 
world, and more and more these days the difference in education, 
catechism, desire and rationale becomes clearer and clearer.  The 
Reformers believed that the scripture was central to education, and 
even when advocating for public schools, assumed that of course the 
path of Christian discipleship was the pattern of educating chil-
dren.  This is the proper potential of man: to become more like 
Christ and to renew the creation by his obedient cooperation.  May 
we pursue these goals in our schools! 
 
 

Daniel Snyder  
Headmaster Concordia Academy 
 
“In Christo Sapientia ac Virtus" 
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Kid’s Page 
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You are cordially invited to 
join Concordia Academy for 
their 2nd Annual Evening of 
Music on Friday, November 
4 at 7pm.  A concert per-
formed by musicians from 
the Concordia Academy 
community to be held in the 
Immanuel sanctuary fol-
lowed by a reception in the 
fellowship hall.  A freewill 
donation taken at the door 
will raise funds for student 
lockers, rolling tables and 
chairs, and our scholarship 
fund. 

   Concordia Academy 
A Lutheran Arts Liberal Education 

Thank you to everyone for your prayers, faith, cards, 
cake, and comments of appreciation on Pastor Appreci-
ation  Sunday (and always). I am privileged to serve Im-
manuel as her pastor.  – Pastor Lovett 

Daylight Savings ends at 
2:00 AM on November 6. 

November 27,2022 

Come join us! 
Friday, November 25 

9:00 a.m. 

   Card Shower for: 
 

Alice Wyssman 
9137 S Hydraulic 

Haysville  KS  67060 
 

She will turning 
“90” on 

November 3. 
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Stirling Schmidt  11/3 
Alice Wyssman            11/3 
Gary Brack                   11/5 
Bryce Loesing              11/9 
Terri Smith                   11/9 
Ted Brown                   11/10 
Dennis Bryan  11/13 
Marleigh Clark  11/13 
Jean Ruedi  11/15 
Mike Carpenter  11/19 
Tom Clark  11/22 
Quentin Horning  11/25 
Suzanne Cooper  11/29 

Official Acts during October, 2022 
 

Bereavement:   Harvey May passed away September 22, 
2022, in Wingina, Virginia.  His memorial service was held at 
Immanuel , October 18.  Interment was at Rest Haven. 

                                                    
                                                                           

                                                   DATE             YEARS 
Jay & Suzanne Cooper                11/7                  24  

“90” 
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