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by Pastor Mark Lovett 
5 Now I want to remind you, although you once fully knew it, that Jesus, who 

saved a people out of the land of Egypt, afterward destroyed those who did not 
believe. 6 And the angels who did not stay within their own position of authority, 
but left their proper dwelling, he has kept in eternal chains under gloomy dark-

ness until the judgment of the great day— 7 just as Sodom and Gomorrah 
and the surrounding cities, which likewise indulged in sexual immorality 

and pursued unnatural desire, serve as an example by undergoing a punishment 
of eternal fire. ~ Jude 5-7 

 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father, and from our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 Much has been made over the last several generations of the church 
engaging the culture around us. We must engage the culture, it is said, mostly 
with some vague idea that we can influence the culture toward a more civil, hon-
orable society. It even seems that history, particularly Western history, demon-
strates that a church that engages or defines the culture finds a culture that is 
more civilized, cultivated, and yes, even honorable. 

 We are taught in our society (American) that our Founding Fathers 
used “Christian principles" in their formation of the new country, and that if we 
only got back to their intentions that our civil society would be, well, civil. But 
despite using what the West calls “Natural Law” quite well, there is little of 
Christ in our Constitution or Declaration of Independence. None, really. The 
Cross and forgiveness, the Virgin Birth and the Ascension of our Lord are not 
bedrock principles of these (wonderful!) documents. If they were, then the docu-
ments would reflect a society that is preparing to receive the Lord of lords at His 
coming again. Beautifully, our Founding Fathers and documents leave that up to 
a person’s conscience. Thomas Jefferson did not consult the sixth chapter of 
John to expound upon what it means to have life, liberty, or happiness. 

 That is not to say, of course, that our Founding Fathers or the docu-
ments that form and govern our society were not good or were somehow less 
than they could have been. I, for one, think that no better system of government 
has ever been given the children of men by which such a large and varied socie-
ty can run so effectively as it does. All things being equal, we have the best gov-
erning documents (even that they are documents!) that the world has ever seen. 
But they are not “Christian” documents, though it may be that Christians have 
an easier time with them than non-Christians. But perhaps that is because it is 
only the Christian who understands true freedom. (Or do we bind others by our 
own laws?) 

 Anyway, back to the idea of engaging the culture around us….Despite 
our wonderful governing documents, sinners will sin and wicked men will pur-
sue wicked goals by wicked means. And the most wicked of all goals is to be-
come the creator. So the most wicked of all creatures, mankind, will use the 
most wicked of all means, himself, to try and become the creator. Creator of 
what is unknown, but that we think we can be the creator is evident in the most 
repeated mantra of any political speech ever, regardless of ideology: “…for a 
brighter tomorrow!” And lest we simply accuse the politicians of such buffoon-
ery, we’re probably guilty to a one of the same political mantra when it comes to 
getting raises or better cars or houses or vacations: all in the name of a brighter 
tomorrow.                                                                                                                                     

                                                                                               (cont’d. on next page) 
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 To this our Lord tells us not to worry about tomorrow, sufficient for the 
day is the evil thereof. And He tells us parables such as the rich man who stored 
up all his treasures in barns, only to lose his soul the very night he decided to 
secure a brighter tomorrow. 

Make no mistake, the culture around is – every culture apart from 
Christ – is consumed with a brighter tomorrow wherein it is not the Lamb on the 
Throne that is the light, but rather it is the individual that is his own light. This is 
nothing but darkness. This is not a culture that can be engaged for reform or 
made to see the light. 

 So what is the outcome if we engage the culture around us? The Bible 
is full of warning from the Lord that we are to be separate from the culture. And 
interestingly, the prophets are constantly told to prophesy so that the hearts of 
unbelievers will harden, not soften toward God’s people. The Apostles and the 
Church that follows them are told that the world hates the Christ and so will hate 
them, too. Perhaps the measure of success for the Church is not how much she 
has reformed the world – though I’m unwilling to simply not attempt that – but 
how much the world’s reaction to what she preaches is anger, rejection, and 
even violence. In fact when the people of God engaged the world in toleration or 
some level of acceptance (just get a long to go along) it was the people of God 
who always became corrupt. It was never the culture that was made pure. 

 The Christian does not want violence. We would that the whole world 
was at peace. Of course, that would mean the whole world submit to the Prince 
of Peace, which we know is not the case since the wheat and the tares grow to-
gether until the angels harvest the crop. In fact, we can’t even get violence out of 
our own congregations or families, so much the less the whole world. Still, we 
don’t want violence and we preach against it (I’m not speaking here of defend-
ing the weak or such things, but of the violence that is born of greed, hatred, and 
self-love), but we know that violence is the way of this world as it was written in 
the days of Noah that “the earth was filled with violence” (Gen 6:11). 

 Engaging the culture, then, is to preach Christ and Him crucified for the 
sins of the world, not to try and establish a peace or civility apart from Christ. 
For apart from Him we can do nothing, including finding peace. Moreover, we 
know that this world is set for fire and the coming judgment, it is not in perpetu-
ity. It will end. Jesus will make Himself known to the nations when He comes 
again to judge the quick and the dead. We will inherit eternal life and be raised 
in our bodies, made immortal by the Spirit of God. 

 Engaging the culture around us then, frankly, kind of looks like those 
crazy preachers in old Spaghetti Westerns, of whom St. John the Baptist could 
serve as mascot. He did not preach compromise or a peace for the sake of get-
ting along. He wasn’t concerned about having comfort or wealth in this world. 
He prepared the way of the Lord, who also is concerned about His Father’s 
kingdom and not the kingdoms of men. 

 So let us engage the culture, but not to reform it, which cannot be done 
as history (biblical and secular) shows us, but instead let us gird up our loins and 
prepare for battle so that when we engage the culture – which is much more bat-
tlefield-like than playground-like – we will stand firm on the Rock that is Christ. 

Coming quickly, Lord Jesus, come quickly. 

Peace be with you all. 
+Pr. Lovett 
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BOARD OF EVANGELISM 
 

Members of Immanuel are invited to join in an ice cream social on Sat-
urday, September 17, at 6:30 PM. There will be sign-ups for volunteers 
in the Narthex on the preceding Sundays, 9/4 and 9/11. Save your des-
sert that evening and join us! 
 
     We have had the joy of welcoming several new members thus far 
this year and will also hold a reception in honor of them after the divine 
service. I have not selected a date yet for this reception, please reference 
the bulletin and I will also endeavor to send an email to notify. 
 
Blessings and peace to you all, through Jesus Christ. 
 
Eric Stuewe, Chairman 
Board of Evangelism 
 

Contribution Statistics 
Offerings Received Last Month Year-to-Date 

Total Towards Budget 
Offerings Received 

Towards Budget 
Contributions Needed 

to Meet Budget 

  $    27,459.25         $    22,361.75         $     155,807.22            $     179,456.52  
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BOARD OF PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 
 

As we move forward I am putting out information that I need to at least 
look for some new members to be added to my board. This entails some-
one to help me schedule and meet with people to keep the church up and 
running and do needed replacements and repairs. 
     In August the church air conditioners were checked, serviced and 
cleaned. This entailed changing filters, replacing belts, cleaning and in 
the case of the nursery system adding coolant.  
     A lot of moving around and some purchasing of items occurred in Au-
gust with the addition of the Concordia Academy. This also included 
hanging various items in classrooms and in the halls, changing light 
bulbs, and painting. This will be on going with more to come. Thanks to 
all who helped and were a part of this including Becky Schmidt, George 
Huenergardt, Martiya Stuewe, Dan and Ian Snyder and I am for sure 
many others I have not mentioned. Items were purchased with Garage 
Sale proceeds and will benefit Immanuel as well as the school. 
     We continue to deal with church key needs and are asking members 
who have keys to replace their outside door keys with a fob or a card or 
turn them in if you do not need them anymore. 
     A cracked cast iron drain line showed itself Sunday August 21st and 
will be repaired the following week. It was a drain line that came from 
the church nursery. 
     With increased use of the facility it becomes ever more important that 
we clean, close doors, and turn off lights after ourselves. Our contracted 
custodian will not always be around or may have already cleaned before 
the next function at church. 
      Along with getting new members, I am also looking for talent in cer-

tain trade areas like carpentry, plumbing ,electrical and electronics to help 

with projects around Immanuel and Concordia Academy.  Please let the 

office, or Kevin Stuewe know.  Also, watch your bulletin for up coming 

work days.     

     As always thank you to all that help maintain our facility and if you 

see something that needs attention Please contact me or the church office. 

Kevin Stuewe, Chairman 

Board of Property Maintenance 

The beautiful thing about learning is nobody can take it away from 
you.”  —B.B. King 
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STEWARDSHIP UPDATE 
(All “Maturing Stewards” articles are prepared by LCMS) 

     
What is Stewardship? 

 

What is a steward? Most people, when asked this question, will reply: “A 
manager.” That is correct, but it is only half right. A steward is indeed a man-
ager, but he is a manager of what does not belong to him. Someone else is the 
owner, and the steward manages the owner’s property on the owner’s behalf.                                                                                                   
 
We are God’s stewards. Our stewardship is that God has made us managers of 
what belongs to Him. For we have brought nothing into this world, and we 
can take nothing out of it (1 Tim. 6:7). Everything that we have and every-
thing that we are comes from God’s fatherly Divine goodness and mercy. God 
is the owner. Not only because, as the Creator, He created all things. But also, 
as the Redeemer, He has redeemed, that is, purchased and won all things. It 
all, therefore, belongs to Him. 
 
We are simply managers of everything in this world. Like Joseph in Egypt, we 
are put in charge of managing what belongs to God. What a privilege. Think 
about that for a minute. The all-knowing, all-powerful, all-wise God has asked 
us to manage His possessions on His behalf here on earth. And by doing this, 
He invites us to take part in the allocation of His good gifts. He wants us to 
give our input and advise Him in where His gifts are to be used. What a privi-
lege indeed. 
 
What a responsibility. For to whom much is given, much shall be required 
(Luke 12:48). We are not the owners. And while He puts us as managers, we 
are still to do with His property what He wants done with it. That means we 
need to know what His desire and will for His property is.  
 
How do we know this? How can we know the will and mind of God? We find 
the will of God in the Bible. There God tells us what His will for all His gifts 
are to be used. He tells us how we are to spend our time and use our talents 
and treasures. He instructs us in the use of our minds, bodies, and souls.  
 
There is nothing that we have that doesn’t belong to Him. “Or do you not 
know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you 
have from God? You are not your own, for you were bought with a price” (1 
Cor. 6:19–20). He informs us of the big picture, the overarching policy, of 
how we as His stewards – His managers and custodians – of His property are 
to do the managing.  
 
And that is what stewardship is. It is simply doing what God wants us to do 

with what He has given us. As St. Paul said: “Do not present your members to 

sin as instruments for unrighteousness, but present yourselves to God as those 

who have been brought from death to life, and your members to God as instru-

ments for righteousness” (Rom. 6:13). So, let’s dive into the God’s Word and 

listen to what the owner desires from His stewards. 
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"God is a busy worker, but he loves help."  — Basque proverb 

 
 
 
 

 
We have a tradition of heading to Hutchinson on the last Sunday of the 
fair, (September 18) following Sunday School with whoever would like 
to join us. I will bring sandwich stuff to church for anyone who would 
like to eat together before going to eat the “delicious” fair food. I have 
ordered 2 of the season passes (total of 20 admissions), so we can 
get in for $5 each. Let me know if you are interested in coming for the 
discounted price. 
 

We are working to add a couple of Sunday School classes. Thank you 
to Martiya Stuewe, Katie Todd, and Allie Peck for volunteering to teach 
a class. We could possibly use one more teacher as an “on call” 
teacher in case more kiddos start attending. Let me know if you might 
be interested in helping out. The plan is to start with the new classes 
on September 11.  
 

Yours in Christ, 
Becky 

Youth News 

ONE WORD 
 

Author and lay minister Samuel Gordon told of an elderly woman 
whose memory began to fade. “She had once known much of the Bi-
ble by heart. Eventually only one precious bit stayed with her [2 Timo-
thy 1:12, KJV]: ‘I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that 
he is able to keep that which I have committed unto him against that 
day.’ By and by, part of that slipped its hold, and she would quietly 
repeat, ‘That which I have committed unto him.’ 

“At last, as she hovered on the borderline between this and the spirit 
world, her loved ones noticed her lips moving. They bent down to see 
if she needed anything. She was repeating over and over again to 
herself the one word of the text, ‘Him, him, him.’ She had lost the 
whole Bible, but one word. But she had the whole Bible in that one 
word.” 



 

8 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

My Sunday School class has been studying Revelations. In our first 
lesson, we looked up all the hymns in our hymnal that are either quot-
ing Revelations or are “inspired” by Revelations. After looking at hym-
nody, we looked at the liturgy. Revelations is filled with so many refer-
ences to worship. "Worthy are you, our Lord and God, to receive glory 
and honor and power, for you created all things, and by your will they 
existed and were created." Revelations 4:11 
     Thank you to everyone who provided special music during the sum-
mer months. I appreciate those who planned ahead as well as those 
who came up with something “last minute.” I am looking forward to get-
ting back into a routine. I am hoping to take advantage of some of the 
expertise of the other musicians this year, especially during choir. 
Through warm-ups and vocal exercises, we can enhance our skills 
while continuing to praise the Lord through song. We will also plan on 
Pastor Lovett meeting with us once a month for our spiritual growth. 
 
Musician’s “Retreat” at Immanuel 
Saturday, August 27, 2022 
5:00pm-5:45pm Bells (Technique, assignments, etc.) 
5:45pm-6:45pm Food and Fellowship (Please bring a side dish or des-
sert to share. Becky will provide Barbecue.) 
6:45pm-7:30pm Choir (Reading Session) 
 
The “retreat” is for our current musicians, former musicians, or anyone 
who would like the opportunity to experience choir or bells. Please 
RSVP to rsmusic123@gmail.com or 316-650-3600 by Friday, August 
26. 
 

Musically Yours in Christ, 

Becky 
                         
                        Tentative Music Schedule: 

August 27         5:00-7:30 pm        (see above schedule) 
August 28         8:30 am                Choir Rehearsal (choir room) 
                          Noon                   Bell Rehearsal 
September 4     8:30 am               Choir Rehearsal (choir room) 
                          Noon                   Bell Rehearsal 
September 11   8:30 am               Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 
                          Noon                   Bell Rehearsal 
September 18   8:30 am               Bell Rehearsal 
                          9:00 am               Choir Rehearsal (choir room) 
September 25   8:30 am               Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 
                          Noon                   Bell Rehearsal 

mailto:rsmusic123@gmail.com
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    Concordia Report Card September, 2022 
 
 

 
Aristotle tells us that everything we do together is political.   
This sounds strange until we understand that the Greek under-
standing of that term is synonymous with social, and in realiz-
ing that we would say “of course”.   What is hidden behind that 
transformation of our normal way of thinking about ‘politics’ is 
that we have lost something valuable in what Aristotle was 
driving at.  The social characteristic of humanity is an exten-
sion of friendship.  Maybe the highest good in life is friendship, 
friendship with God and friendship with neighbor, and in this 
distinctly Christian realization and admonition we can extend 
our friendship across the ages to Aristotle.   
 This is why, as the headmaster of Concordia Academy-
Wichita I am so happy to attend to our society of scholars that 
bridges time - classical.  We are a group of friends intent on be-
coming more useful to each other, and closer to God.  Coming 
from New York to Wichita to teach in the exciting field of high 
school classical Christian education, my wife Tracee and I felt 
many separate threads of our lives coalescing in this mission.  
When cities are at their best they seem to be the same: a society 
of friends.  When they are at their worst they are battlefields of 
warring self interests, characterized by difference that is disso-
nance.  Man finds discontent in himself, and spreads it to his 
neighbor.  I have experienced how a good school, a centered 
community, can radiate the opposite of strife.  But, how does 
man overcome his inner and outer state of war? 
   It is marvelous that man can find his center in Christ, 
the great mediator, and that we can be citizens both of the 
earthly friendship and the heavenly kingdom, finding and 
spreading peace in our communities with a fearless devotion to 
the knowledge and wisdom found in the school of wisdom and 
virtue that is the society of our Lord.  We rise to the times in 
which we are born, and this is a time that calls out for a reaffir-
mation of what calls us higher, the restoration of holy friend-
ship. 
 
Dan Snyder, Headmaster 
Concordia Academy 



 

 
 

 
 
LWML—  Greetings, 
 
September will be a busy month.  We will be tying the final quilts 
before LWML Sunday, October 2nd.   At this time, plan for Friday, 
Sept. 30 to set up the quilts in the church (time to be determined). 
 
We will be meeting on Sept. 13th and 27th to work on quilts.  On the 
13th I hope we can put together the school kits after lunch.  Thanks to 
all who have donated school supplies.   
 
Enjoy the cooler weather of September and  have a Blessed Fall. 
 
Phyllis Ioerger 
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Ways to walk 
 

If you think walking is boring or repetitive, read 52 Ways to Walk. Author 
Annabel Streets shares dozens of variations on this healthy pastime. From 
walking in the cold or at altitude to walking along a river or barefoot (or 
even backward!), each technique offers different benefits and new perspec-
tives. Other ideas include a sensory walk, a silent walk, a foraging walk 
and singing while strolling. As Christians know, walking can be a great 
time to connect with God in prayer too. 

Scripture speaks often about our spiritual walk: We are to walk “faithfully” 
with God (Genesis 5:24, NIV), walk “in all his ways” (Joshua 22:5, 
NRSV), walk “humbly” with God (Micah 6:8), walk “while you have the 
light” (John 12:35), walk while praising God (Acts 3:8), walk “by faith, not 
by sight” (2 Corinthians 5:7), walk “by the Spirit” (Galatians 5:16) and 
walk “in the same way” as Jesus walked (1 John 2:6, NRSV). 

As we walk — even through dark valleys — we’re never alone. God prom-
ises, “I will walk among you and be your God” (Leviticus 26:12, NIV). 

—Stephanie Martin 
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Easily given 
 

It was only a sunny smile, 

And little it cost in the giving; 

But it scattered the night like morning light, 

And made the day worth living. … 

  

It was only a kindly word, 

A word that was lightly spoken; 

Yet not in vain, for it stilled the pain 

Of a heart that was nearly broken. … 

  

It was only a helping hand, 

And it seemed of little availing; 

But its clasp was warm, and it saved from harm 

A brother whose strength was failing. … 

  

A smile may lighten the falling heart, 

A word may soften pain’s keenest smart, 

A touch may lead us from sin apart. 

How easily either is given!        

                                               —Unknown 
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Patriotic Word Search 

AMERICA 
BLUE 
CELEBRATE 
COUNTRY 
DECLARATION 
FAITH  
FAMILY 
FIREWORKS 
FLAG 
FOREFATHERS 

FREEDOM 
GRATITUDE 
HERITAGE 
HONOR 
HOPE 
INDEPENDENCE 
PARADE 
PATRIOT 
PATRIOTIC 
PEACE 

PRIDE 
PROCLAMA-
TION 
RED 
SACRIFICE 
SOLDIER 
STARS 
STRIPES 
USA 
WHITE 
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Kid’s Page 
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THANK YOU!    Thank you to everyone who donated and worked at 
the garage sale this year. Over 500 hours were spent in setting up, 
working, and packing up the sale. While it is A LOT of work, it is also a 
fantastic form of fellowship. The proceeds from the sale totaled to over 
$4200. Those who were working at the sale discussed purchases that 
could help both Immanuel and Concordia Academy. These purchases 
include a chalkboard, lighting, and a  vacuum for the youth room, 
2  large TV’s for classrooms, a new vacuum for the church, and new 
toys for the nursery. Money was also put into the youth fund and the 
kitchen fund. Any remaining proceeds were added to the property 
maintenance fund to be used as needed. We would also like to 
thank  Brenae Stuewe and Karen Ard for helping us obtain Thrivent 
Seed money. With the extra money, we were able to purchase sup-
plies to update our signs, purchase pricing guns, and other misc. 
items. Blessings to all and again THANK YOU! 

IMMANUEL CARE TEAM    In an effort to better care for our 

Church Family during emergencies or illness, we would like to put 

together a list of people who are willing and able to prepare a meal 
and deliver it to those in need.  There may be certain dietary re-

quirements, so your meal plan ideas would need to be flexible.  Al-

so, disposable containers and paper plates make the cleanup at 

mealtimes easier. (And then you don’t have to worry about picking 

up your casserole dish.)  It would be great to have enough people 

involved so that if the first person on the list was unable to help, 
perhaps the next person would be able.  Please consider being a 

part of this crucial ministry.  We will have a sign-up sheet outside 

the Narthex in the next couple of weeks.  You may contact Suzanne 

Cooper at: scrane3@cox.net or (316) 617-4092; or, Tracee Snyder 

at: traceesnyder@gmail.com or (917) 628-5064.   

Mid-Week  Catechesis 
resumes 

 
September 7 

6:00 pm 
 

Pastor Mark Lovett 

mailto:scrane3@cox.net
mailto:traceesnyder@gmail.com
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                                                       DATE     YEARS 
Jim & Krista Wright  9/13     14 
Joe & Karen Doubrava 9/23     10 

Frank Sandifer        9/1 
Sue Hoger  9/2 
Wilma Gunther  9/4 
Sarah Lovett  9/14 
Lorna Hohman  9/17 
Trey Dafforn  9/20 
John Lewallen  9/22 
Darlene Kraus              9/28  
Paul Ruedi  9/28 
Gretchen Cox  9/30           

Official Acts during August, 2022 
 

Installed:  Ian Snyder was installed as Deacon of   
                   Immanuel, August 7, 2022 
Marriage:  Rev. Raymond Doubrava was united in Holy                 
                    Matrimony to Abigail Meyer, August 20, 2022 
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