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by Pastor Mark Lovett 

        And he said to them, “When you pray, say: ‘Father, hallowed be your 

name. Your kingdom come.’” ~ Luke 11:2 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father, and from our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Christian spirituality is different than all other spirituality because 

Christian spirituality depends on God’s grace. Unlike all other forms of spiritu-
ality – from transcendental meditation to Yoga to Buddhism to American self-
help gurus – Christian spirituality is not based on our performance. We do not 
grow in spirituality but receive spiritual life from God. Instead of performing 
rites and ceremonies to gain spirituality, we participate in sacred rites and cere-
mony because we are spiritual; born of water and the Spirit. So, too, with prayer. 
We don’t pray in order to become spiritual or to grow in our spirituality. We 
pray because we are spiritual, full of the Spirit. This is why Jesus prayed. 

The gospels make it clear that Jesus was “full of the Holy Spirit” (Luke 
4:1). Those without the Spirit don’t pray. They may say words to a divine being, 
even to an unknown god like the Athenian’s did in Paul’s day (Acts 17:23), but 
unless one has the Spirit of God he cannot pray as Jesus teaches, “Our Father...”. 
The fact that Jesus teaches His disciples to pray (Luke 11:1) underscores the 
truth that prayer doesn’t well up inside of us unless it is first given to us. Just 
like babies, we learn to speak to our Father by being taught. If you never taught 
your infant babies to speak correctly, they would never learn language and never 
be able to properly and effectively communicate. We must be taught how to 
properly and effectively communicate with one another. So it is with God. We 
must be taught how to properly and effectively communicate with God. 

Our Lord, the Son of God, who speaks the words of the Father in heav-
en (John 12:49) teaches us how to communicate with God, how to pray. Jesus 
teaches us, His Church, His disciples, to call upon God as our heavenly Father. 
By His reconciling us to God, Jesus’ Father becomes our Father even as His 
Spirit becomes our Spirit. Now what do you receive from your earthly father? 
Life, food, shelter, instruction, love, guidance, and so forth. So it is with our 
heavenly Father. He gives us our bodies and souls, our eyes, ears, and all our 
members, our reason and all our senses, and still takes care of them. He gives us 
clothing and shoes, food and drink, house and home, a husband or wife, chil-
dren, land, animals, and all we have. He daily and richly provides all that we 
need to support this body and life. He also defends us against all danger and 
guards and protects us from all evil. All this He does only out of fatherly, divine 
goodness and mercy. And like good earthly fathers, our heavenly Father wants 
us to call upon Him in every trouble, to pray, praise and give thanks to Him. By 
this we see that prayer flows from faith. 

By the power of the Spirit we believe that Jesus has reconciled us to 
God by the shedding of His blood and by His obedience (1Jn.1:7; Ro.5:19). And 
believing this – being in the Spirit – we call upon God as our heavenly Father. 
Jesus says that before His ascension the disciples asked Him and He asked the 
Father on their behalf. But after His resurrection and ascension He would no 
longer ask the Father on their behalf but they themselves would ask the Father in 
Jesus’ name, and the Father would hear them because they love Jesus 
(John16:26-27).  
                                                                                                                            

                                                                                               (cont’d. on next page) 
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When God poured out His Spirit on all flesh (on Pentecost), those who 
receive the Spirit, those elect by God, call upon God as Father so that it is by the 
Spirit that we pray “Our Father...” (Gal. 4:6). We who have the Spirit are spiritu-
al and pray according to the Spirit, and the Father who gave the Spirit through 
the Son hears our prayers and is pleased with them. 

Now that we have established how prayer is spiritual (of the Spirit), we 
can ask the question, what do we pray for? The short answer is that we pray for 
all things (Phil.4:6) because we receive all things from our Father in heaven 
(Ro.8:32). But it is the immature Christian who only prays for the needs of the 
body. Jesus teaches us that our heavenly Father knows that we need all that per-
tains to the body, and that He gives us this even before we ask. After all, our 
Lord says, if He clothes the grass with lilies and takes care of the birds in the 
sky, will He fail to care for us who are of greater value (Matt. 6:25-34)? So more 
than just praying for the things we need or want, we pray for the whole creation. 

The Body of Christ is a nation of priests. Priests pray. They intercede 
on behalf of those for whom they are priests. Jesus is our High Priest, interced-
ing on our behalf before the Father and we are priests to the creation, interceding 
on behalf of all that God has given to us. Therefore, St. Paul says that prayers 
should be offered up for all people. Jesus even says we should pray for those 
who hurt us and are our enemies. You have a priestly vocation, a duty to pray 
for everyone in your life. You pray for the president of the United States, be-
cause he is in your life as president. You pray for the state government and all 
officials. You pray for the police and other civic workers. You pray for your 
family and friends, for those you work with and for and those that work for you. 
And, perhaps even more so, you pray for your fellow brothers and sisters in 
Christ, especially for your congregation. In short, you pray for everyone in your 
life. 

Those Christians who do not pray are not doing their duty. But some-
times it is hard to pray and we don’t know what to pray for or how to pray. 
Thankfully, in His mercy our Lord teaches the reason we pray and how to pray. 
The reason we pray is to receive from God: “Ask and you shall receive”; and to 
give proper thanks to God for what we do receive. We do know what to pray for 
because our Lord teaches us. We pray that God’s name be kept holy; that His 
kingdom would come among us; that His will would be done among us; that we 
would receive our daily bread; that we would be forgiven and so learn to for-
give; that we would withstand temptations; and that we would finally be deliv-
ered from the reign of the evil one. 

Most Christians who find prayer difficult or arduous or even embar-
rassing don’t understand why they pray. If God knows everything, why do I 
need to pray? But we don’t pray simply to inform God of what is going on or 
even what we need. We pray because we believe, because we have been given 
the gift of prayer. The best place to learn to pray is at the Divine Service. Here 
our Lord teaches us to pray and shows us that He answers our prayers. From this 
chief service comes our family prayers and our individual prayers so that our 
source of prayer is Jesus, who comes to us in Word and Sacrament. 

 

Peace be with you. 

+Pastor 



 

4 

BOARD OF EVANGELISM 
 

Thanks to all members who joined for fellowship at the ice cream 
social, and furthermore to all of the saints at Immanuel for their 
warmth to new members and visitors. As members of the Lord’s 
Body, we have many blessings in sharing our joy and our burdens 
with one another in Christ. 
 
We join once again this month to give thanks for the strong foun-
dation of our Lord’s Word and how he has built his Church upon 
the solid Rock. May He continue to preserve us from the evils of 
Satan, the world, and our flesh. 
 
Peace be with you! 
 
Eric Stuewe 
Board of Evangelism 

Contribution Statistics 
Offerings Received Last Month Year-to-Date 

Total Towards Budget 
Offerings Received 

Towards Budget 
Contributions Needed 

to Meet Budget 

  $    20,596.00         $    18,948.00           $     174,755.22             $     202,612.20     

“If you feel like you’re losing everything, remember that trees lose their 
leaves every year and they still stand tall and wait for better days to come.”  
—Unknown 
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BOARD OF PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 
 

 

     Thank you to Pastor Lovett and Gary Woodard who along with 
me replaced a broken cast iron drain line from the nursery. 
 
     I have been depending on the assistance of some members to 
help me accomplish some needed tasks and I want to thank them 
for their assistance of calling on and meeting contractors. 
 
     We continue to work adjusting as the Concordia Academy 
shares the use of our facility. Please remember to continue picking 
up after yourself and making sure the lights are off and doors are 
secured when you leave. 
 
     As always if you see something that needs repair or attention 
please do not hesitate to let me know or contact the church office. 
 
Kevin Stuewe, Chairman 
Board of Property Maintenance 

           Theology on Tap 

 
     Fairmount Ministries invites you to 
Theology on Tap, an event to spend 
time in community and participate in a 
theological or faith-based discussion. 
Join us this Sunday, September 25, 
from 6-8pm at Old School Tap House in 
Kechi. Social time is from 6-7pm, and 

Pastor Scott Goltl will lead the discussion from 7-8pm. The topic is 
“There’s Weird Stuff in the Bible.” Come to find out just what weird 
stuff he’s talking about! Fairmount will provide one round of bever-
ages for the group as well as light snacks. You are welcome to pur-
chase additional beverages or food if you would like. Please RSVP 
by emailing paige@fairmountministries.org or clicking “Going” on 
the TOT Facebook on Fairmount Ministries’ Page. 

mailto:paige@fairmountministries.org
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STEWARDSHIP UPDATE 
(All “Maturing Stewards” articles are prepared by LCMS) 

 

    “We Are All Beggars” 

In the early morning hours of Feb. 18, 1546, Martin Luther closed his eyes forever. 
Before that happened, the hand that hammered the 95 Theses into the door of the 
Castle Church in Wittenberg on Oct. 31, 1517, penned its final words: “We are all 
beggars. This is true.” And this is the truth that our Lord says makes you free.  
 
Ironic, isn’t it? In order to be free, you must be a beggar. You must be utterly de-
pendent and reliant upon God. This makes us uncomfortable – the way we’re un-
comfortable when someone gets us a Christmas present when we haven’t gotten 
them one. We feel we owe them. And we don’t like being in someone’s debt like 
that.  
 
But what Luther would remind us is that we are all indeed beggars. And we’re not 
just anyone’s beggars. We’re God’s beggars. Christ came for sinners. He came to 
seek and save the lost. He came to heal the sick and raise the dead. He came for sin-
ners, and He dwells only with sinners.  
 
If we are to be where He is, we must be willing to be counted among the lost, the 
sick, and the dead. We must be willing to be beggars. We must cry out for mercy, 
for grace, and for his undeserved love and kindness. We must be dependent solely 
on Him and what He gives.  
 
And here’s the beauty: He gives us everything. Everything. Forgiveness of sins, 
salvation from death and the devil, and eternal life. This isn’t because of any worthi-
ness or merit in us. It is because of His divine goodness, mercy, and grace. On ac-
count of Christ’s death and resurrection, the Father forgives you, saves you, and is 
pleased with you. You receive His love, His righteousness, His holiness, His ac-
ceptance, and His inheritance. We are all beggars. This is true. 
 
This is the heart and soul of Christianity and the lifeblood of the Christian Church. 
God justifies us and declares us innocent and righteous by His grace received 
through faith for the sake of Christ. This isn’t because of our works but because of 
His work on the cross. We, who once were enemies of God, are reconciled to Him 
and made to be His children. 
 
This is what Luther pointed us to when He took up his pen for the last time and 
scribbled “We are all beggars. This is true.” We are beggars, but we are beggars of 
the God who does not ignore us and who doesn’t pass by us on the other side. We 
are beggars of the One who descended from heaven to make His dwelling with sin-
ners.  
 
We are beggars of Him who deigns to dwell with us, among us, and – yes – still in 
us by grace for Christ’s sake. For in the bread and cup that we bless we share to-
gether with Christ and each other the riches of God’s grace. The riches of this grace 
– the Gospel in sermon and absolution, in Baptism, and in Holy Communion – are 
so inexhaustible that our cups overflow. We, who are God’s beggars, are inexhausti-
bly satisfied, and we have something to give back in thanksgiving and praise. 
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Thank you to EVERYONE who attended the fair this year. It was a hot 
one but it was exciting to spend time in fellowship. It was also neat to 
see Hayden’s talent first hand. He had several displays through 4H. 
 

We are excited to get started with additional Sunday School classes. 
My class is still in Revelation. It’s a big book with a multitude of infor-
mation. Our younger kiddos are starting a “Bible Overview.” It is the 
Enduring Faith Curriculum through CPH. This year is an overview of 
both the Old and New Testament. In years following, they will get more 
in depth with an entire year of Old Testament and an entire year of 
New Testament. 
 

Yours in Christ, 
Becky 

Youth News 

ALL-DAY PRAYER VIGIL -    
 

In the month of November we anticipate the celebration of Thanksgiving holiday 
with family and friends.  What better time to put on your schedule a Prayer Vigil 
to be held at Immanuel Lutheran on Saturday, November 19th, the Saturday be-
fore Thanksgiving, 8 a.m. until 8 p.m.   
     Come and give whatever time you can to sit in the sanctuary to offer prayers 
of thanksgiving as well as prayer concerns to our Lord God.  If you feel appre-
hension about what to pray, guidance is offered to you with a Prayer Helps 
Packet which includes psalms to pray, Lutheran Service Book prayers, Scripture 
verses highlighting prayer, how to pray the Small Catechism, a list of those who 
serve as leaders in our synod, district, circuit, community, and nation as well as 
other prayer resources.  Offer up prayers for world concerns and prayer requests 
from church members.  Or feel free to sit quietly as you reflect on God’s good-
ness and bounty in your life.   
     Formal prayer services of Matins, Compline, Evening Prayer, and Vespers 
will be offered at 8 a.m., 12 noon, 4p.m., and 8 p.m. respectively.  Please consid-
er helping with this prayer effort by committing to at least an hour of prayer on 
this day.   
     The goal is to have at least two people in the sanctuary praying throughout the 
vigil day.  A sign-up sheet is in the narthex for sign-up to pray or to volunteer as 
a door monitor for the south entrance throughout the day of the vigil.  Prayer 
request cards are in the narthex if you wish to make known prayer requests to be 
included in the vigil.  If you have any questions, please direct them to Suzanne 
Cooper (316-617-4092, scrane3@cox.net) or call the church office.  Thank you 
in advance for making the Prayer Vigil a priority in this season of Thanksgiving! 

 
 

“O give thanks unto the Lord for He is good; for his steadfast love      
endures forever!”  Psalm 118:1 

mailto:scrane3@cox.net
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The kids and I are reading 
through Revelation in Sun-
day School. One of the un-
derlying themes is all the 
references to worship and 
praise. We are singing many 

of the hymns that were inspired by the book of Revelation. Worship, pray-
ers, and praise are such an important part of our lives. I find it interesting 
all the different places that we can worship, pray, and give praise. Many of 
my “runs” are spent in prayer and praise. I challenge you to see where you 
can worship, pray, and praise in your everyday life. 
     YOU are invited to sing with the Reformation Choir on October 30. The 
service is at 4:00 pm at Immanuel Lutheran Church. We will sing during 
special music as well as do the Introit and special verses on hymns. You 
do not have to be a member of the Immanuel  Choir to sing in this group.  

 
 

                               Song: Built on the Rock 
                               Arranged by Gordon Young 
                               Published by Hope Publishing 
                               Rehearsals: Sunday, October 23 - 4:00 pm 
                                                    Immanuel Lutheran Church 
 
                                                          Sunday, October 30 - 3:00 pm 
                                                    Immanuel Lutheran Church 
 
We are blessed to have so much musical talent within our congregation. 
Please let me know if you would like to share your talents during worship. 
The prelude and offering are available for you to offer praise to the Lord. 
We would love to hear instrumentalists more often. An instrument can en-
hance hymns in addition to being a solo instrument. Let me know what 
Sundays work best and what I can do to help. 
 
Musically Yours in Christ, 
Becky 

Tentative Music Schedule 

 
               10/2/22       8:30 am      Full Choir (Choir Room) 
                                9:10 am       Women for LWML (Choir Room) 
                                  Noon  Bells 
 
              10/09/22  8:30 am  Choir (Sanctuary) 
                                  Noon  Bells 
 
              10/16/22  8:30 am  Bells 
 
 10/23/22  8:30 am  Choir 
                                  Noon  Bells 
                                4:00 pm Reformation Rehearsal at Immanuel 
 
 10/30/22  8:30 am  Choir 

        Noon  Bells? 
 3:00 pm Reformation Choir at Immanuel 
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    Concordia Report Card September, 2022 
 
 

 
“What is man, that thou art mindful of him, and the son of man           

that thou visitest him?”   -Psalm 8:4 KJV 
 
 How should schools be established?  Like any other pursuit, the 
goal determines the means.  Because children must learn to speak, 
they are somewhat ‘raw material’ to be formed, but into what?  In the 
case of a factory that produces cars, for example, the car comes as an 
idea before the factory, whereas the car is the result in effort of the fac-
tory.  But a child is not merely raw material, as revolutionary failures re-
garding communism and progressivism are illustrating.   Just so with 
mankind as regards schools.  The ideal product of the school dictates 
what the school teaches.   In our history, perhaps going back to Horace 
Mann in American education, around 1837, an idea of education began 
to take shape regarding the man of the future.  The man of the future, 
who had been evolving up until the glorious present, would be free of 
superstition, trusting only in material things and fleeing the superstitions 
of the past.  These superstitions to be fled included the idea that God, 
while he might be a benevolent force smiling upon man, had anything to 
say about the day to day doings of mankind.   This was seen as 
‘enlightened’.  But what of light?    
 We know that the Word is the Light of men.  That Word, made 
flesh, of one substance with the Father, is the quintessence of the son 
of man, whereby all mankind participates in the Son of Man.   Jesus the 
Christ is the head and prototype of humanity, therefore the goal of a 
proper school.  This is why the Concordia motto is “In Christo Sapientia 
ac Virtus” , or Wisdom and Virtue in Christ.  We have an ideal man to 
emulate.  The pitiful state of schools who lack this goal is that they can 
no longer reveal to a student what a person should become, at least in 
another way than in how to avoid poverty and jail.  “Keep evolving into 
whatever may come, assuming that what you are is the culmination of 
blind forces”, says the wisdom of the age.   What an ideal world, every-
one meditating on how to avoid disaster.  What students our public 
schools have produced, people who think nothing of ‘aborting’ another 
human life in the name of freedom to become whatever vain imagining 
takes hold.  People who must assume that man’s time on earth is a 
commodity to be consumed, leaving nothing in passing do indeed con-
sume rather than flourish. What emptiness this reveals as time and gen-
erations approach the empty goals of modern education.  The enlight-
enment is yet another oxymoron, and is in actuality a darkening of the 
love of Light in the hearts of men.  As the medieval doctors understood, 
man stands upright with his head toward the heavens, his feet planted 
on the ground, between the eternal and the material, a symbol of the 
Mediator, who reconciles unto God.   



 

 
 

 
 

LWML—  Autumn Greetings, 
 
October is a busy month for LWML.  October 2nd is LWML Sun-
day.  The quilts and lap robes we have been working on all year will 
be on display.  Hopefully Pastor will bless them as they go on their 
way to people in need.  As of today, we have completed 42 quilts 
and 28 lap robes (10 have already been given to Good Shepherd 
Hospice).  With the congregations help, we hope to have 42 school 
bags to take to Orphan Grain Train.  Thanks to very one who has 
contributed items. 
     We will be meeting on October 11th for quilting and LWML 
(after lunch).  On October 25 we will be just quilting and eating 
lunch.  We will probably decide to get together one other day to get 
everything to Orphan Grain Train and other places that we share lap 
robes (nursing homes, VA, other hospice organizations). 
     The  Fall  Workshop  will  be held at St. Andrews on October  22nd.  
More information will be posted when received. 
 
Blessings to all, 
Phyllis Ioerger 
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     LIVING IN THE PRESENT 

 
During Martin Luther’s great struggle to reform the church in the 
16th century, the Holy Roman Emperor sought to silence him. So he spent 
some lonely months in Wartburg Castle under protective custody. There, as 
he fought despair, Luther scribbled the words “I am baptized” on his desktop 
as a reminder that he was living according to an ongoing call from God. He 
did not write, “I was baptized” but used the present-tense verb. For he rightly 
understood that in his baptism, God had adopted him as his son, and no hu-
man could take that from him. 

Later, in his Large Catechism, Luther wrote: “To be baptized in God’s name 
is to be baptized not by human beings but by God himself. Although it is per-
formed by human hands, it is nevertheless truly God’s own act.”      —
from The Wired Word 
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“100th Birthday Celebration 

100 YEARS OF BLESSINGS 

Birthday Reception 

For 

 

FLOYD (Buster) KENNETH BOCKELMAN 

Sunday, October 2, 2022 

2:00—4:00 pm 

Ascension Lutheran Church 

842 N. Tyler Rd   Wichita, KS 

 

Questions/Info   Susan Tidemann  402-770-5022 

      TAKING AWE BREAKS 

 

Many of us are juggling so many things that we are run by our lives 
rather than living them as gifts from God. What if we could learn to 
stop for a moment many times a day? What if in those moments we 
could decide to notice the sheer miracle of being alive? We would 
then be taking awe breaks instead of coffee breaks. 

—Gunilla Norris, Weavings, July/August 2008 
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“I am always doing what I cannot do yet, in order to learn how to 
do it.”  —attributed to Vincent van Gogh 
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Kid’s Page 
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THANK YOU   We would like to thank all of our friends and 

family of Immanuel for the love and support, prayers, and gen-

erosity shown to us as we start this new chapter of our lives 
together.  Thank you and God bless you all, and keep us all, 

as we rejoice daily in these good things with which He has so 

graciously blessed us.  - Brent and Courtney 

You are cordially invited to 
join Concordia Academy for 
their 2nd Annual Evening of 
Music on Friday, November 
4 at 7pm.  A concert per-
formed by musicians from 
the Concordia Academy 
community to be held in the 
Immanuel sanctuary fol-
lowed by a reception in the 
fellowship hall.  A freewill 
donation taken at the door 
will raise funds for student 
lockers, rolling tables and 
chairs, and our scholarship 
fund. 

   Concordia Academy 
A Lutheran Arts Liberal Education 
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                                                       DATE     YEARS 

Chuck & Brenda Muller 10/3         41 
Ken & Kathy Loesing             10/6         38 
Steve & Bev Mardis             10/29       34 

Kimber Wright 10/1 
Bill Beaver 10/2 
Nathaniel Carpenter 10/5 
Nancy Hershberger 10/6 
Brent Ostgren 10/6 
Tracee Snyder 10/10 
Ashley Doubrava 10/13 
Todd Dafforn 10/14 
Hayden Brown 10/17 
Linda Wabel 10/21 
Kay Doubrava 10/24 
Chuck Muller 10/27 
Garry Woodward 10/27 
Ryan Loesing 10/28 

Official Acts during September, 2022 
 

Transferred In:  Ted, Amy, Hayden & Rylen Brown    
                              transferred from Grace Lutheran, Wichita 
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