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by Pastor Mark Lovett 

We rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, and 
endurance produces character, and character produces hope, and hope does not 

put us to shame, because God's love has been poured into our hearts through the 
Holy Spirit who has been given to us. (Romans 5:3-5) 

 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father, and from our Lord Jesus Christ, in 
whose suffering we share that we would also share in His life (cf. Philippians 
3:10). 

 Who has not, in one fashion or another, wondered where God is amid 
all the suffering of the world, not to mention the suffering of His Christians? 
Things go disastrously wrong and are unfathomably unjust. (Not just things such 
as random terminal illnesses, accidents, and such, but all the more such things as 
the way young girls are sold into slavery and young men and women are muti-
lated by doctors.) Where is God? Why doesn’t He heal the sick and protect the 
fatherless? Why won’t He bring burning hot coals down the heads of His ene-
mies, those who hate Him and rail against His lordship? Why must we – all hu-
manity – suffer? Why should His people suffer? 

 Where is God? The only answer is that God is in Christ Jesus. The 
apostle writes: 

….in Christ, God was reconciling the world to Himself… 
(2 Corinthians 5:19) 

You simply cannot understand suffering, yours or another’s, apart from Jesus 
Christ. And, when seen and lived through Jesus, suffering ceases to be evil and 
becomes good, even evidence of God’s love for us. How so? Consider the Son 
of God, beloved of the Father, that “although He was a Son, He learned obedi-
ence through what He suffered” (Hebrews 5:8). What is seen by the eyes of flesh 
as suffering, the eyes of faith see as discipline. After all, the only difference be-
tween “suffering” and “discipline” is purpose. Seen as evil, suffering has no 
purpose; as discipline, suffering is good. “For the Lord disciplines the one He 
loves and chastises every son whom He receives” (Hebrews 12:6). Consider too, 
this scripture: “For the moment all discipline seems painful rather than pleasant, 
but later it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness to those who have been 
trained by it” (Hebrews 12:11). 

 

 We are being disciplined as sons, and thanks be to God! For, “It is for 
discipline that you have to endure. God is treating you as sons. For what son is 
there whom his father does not discipline? If you are left without discipline, in 
which all have participated, then you are illegitimate children and not 
sons” (Hebrews 12:7-8). So, then, what is called “suffering” is truly “discipline”. 
To what end, then, is the Lord disciplining us? To what end did the Father disci-
pline the Son? Nothing less than an eternal kingdom. So it is written,  

 

(cont’d. on next page) 



 

3 

And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to 
the point of death, even death on a cross. Therefore God has highly exalted him 
and bestowed on him the name that is above every name so that at the name of 

Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth 
and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of   God          

the Father. (Philippians 2:8-11).  
 

As sons we are being disciplined – trained – to live in the kingdom of 
grace and of light. And how can we live in the kingdom of grace if we are not 
full of grace? And how can we live in the kingdom of light if our deeds are done 
in the dark? We are trained for war, as the psalmist says, “Blessed be 
the Lord, my rock, who trains my hands for war, and my fingers for bat-
tle” (Psalm 144:1). And the battle we wage is not against flesh and blood, which 
is redeemed in Christ, but against the rulers of this age, which are sin, death, and 
the devil. We wage this war by mercy, grace, and love. 

If you are suffering, know that you are being trained in righteousness. 
If you are not suffering, repent of living in and by and for this world’s pleasure 
and gain. And if you are suffering and bitterness grows in you, then hear the 
rebuke of the Father, “My son, do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord, 
nor be weary when reproved by him. For the Lord disciplines the one He loves, 
and chastises every son whom He receives” (Hebrews 12:5-6). And if you are 
tempted to flippancy and think, “Then stop loving me so much!” repent of think-
ing that what you suffer is unbearable or will harm you, for the Lord is “good to 
all. And His mercy is over all that He has made” (Psalm 145:9). 

Learn, then, from the Son, how to be sons of the Father. As Jesus says 
that the works He does are the works of the Father (cf. John 10:37-38), so all the 
sons of God, “are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good 
works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in 
them” (Ephesians 2:10). 

In you, through His works done in and through you, God is displaying 
that in Christ Jesus the world has been reconciled to Himself. Or else what is 
meant by what is written, “that through the Church the manifold wisdom of God 
might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly plac-
es” (Ephesians 3:10)? The Church of God – which is His congregation of saints 
– is the life of God lived by the Spirit in the world. How then can we, who are 
dead to sin, live it in any longer? We have died to sin and are alive to God in 
Christ Jesus, who reconciled us to the Father through His flesh. 

So where is God amidst all the suffering in this dark world? He is in 
His Church, His congregation, the world having been reconciled to Him in 
Christ Jesus, now having the witness of those who suffer with Him that through 
suffering all would be purified, just as it is written, “He disciplines us for our 
good, that we may share his holiness” (Hebrews 12:10). 

We see, now, then, the glory of the Apostle’s words: “We rejoice in our 
sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces 
character, and character produces hope, and hope does not put us to shame, be-
cause God's love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who 
has been given to us.” (Romans 5:3-5) 

Let us glory in the cross of Christ. 

Grace and peace be with you all. 
+Pastor 
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BOARD OF PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 
 

As the beginning of another school year is drawing closer, and 
the debut of Concordia Academy, we are moving furniture 
around and getting ready for students to arrive for classes. Please 
be patient as we prepare for this next major step for Immanuel. 
 

We are continuing to get bids to have the outside protective win-
dow above the east steps and possibly the protective windows 
over the other stained glass windows repaired. 
Thank you to all the members that help care for the facility. If 
you see anything that needs attention, please don’t hesitate to let 
one of us know. Please contact me, George Huenergardt, Cecil 
Wulf, Elaine Todd, or the church office.  
 
Kevin Stuewe, Chairman 
Board of Property Maintenance 
 

FINANCIAL SECRETRY  

Contribution Statistics 
Offerings Received Last Month Year-to-Date 

Total Towards Budget 
Offerings Received 

Towards Budget 
Contributions Needed 

to Meet Budget 

 $    23,414.00   $  23,155.68   $  147,853.47   $  167,878.68  
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“Creativity is allowing yourself to make mistakes. Art is knowing 
which ones to keep.”  —Scott Adams 

BOARD OF EVANGELISM 
 

Thank you to all who joined us for the picnic in July! We enjoyed the 
opportunity to share in fellowship, food, and games with one another. I 
do also realize that the heat made a difference for several members and 
will work to schedule in a cooler period of the year next time. 
 

We do look to gather once again in fellowship for an ice cream social in 
September. I am planning on Saturday, September 18 for this and will 
put out a sign up sheet for those who are willing to make or bring ice 
cream to share. You should see this by the end of August outside the 
narthex, or if you are willing and would like to notify my via email you 
can send to eric.stuewe@yahoo.com. 
 

Christ be with you all, and stay cool and hydrated in these warm sum-
mer months. 
 
Eric Stuewe 
Board of Evangelism 

         Can’t pray? First rest! 
 

Weariness can seriously hamper our attempts to pray, says 
Bonnie Gray, author of Whispers of Rest. “We are a generation 
who doesn’t know how to express our souls to God, even 
though we drive ourselves exhausted, doing for Jesus.” The 
solution, she says, is to stop and rest. 
 
The stressed-out, despairing prophet in 1 Kings 19 is a prime 
example. “God knew Elijah needed physical rejuvenation first 
— in order to hear his gentle voice, whispering in a gentle 
breeze,” Gray notes. Guarding against the depletion of spiritu-
al, physical and emotional resources can improve our ability to 
hear God’s voice, too. “When you find it’s hard to pray, don’t 
be afraid,” says Gray. “You’re standing at the very cusp of who 
God longs to connect with. The real you. Take the time to rest. 
You’re worth it.” 

mailto:eric.stuewe@yahoo.com
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STEWARDSHIP UPDATE 
(All “Maturing Stewards” articles are prepared by LCMS) 

     
The Ceremony of the Offertory 

 
Have you ever noticed the subtle ceremony involved in receiving the offerings 
during the Divine Service? After all the offerings have been collected, they are 
brought forward and given to the pastor or one of his assistants. The pastor 
then turns toward the altar, and as he slightly bows his head, the collection 
plates with the offerings in them are raised slightly to the Lord and then 
placed either on the altar or a table for the offerings. Why do we do have this 
ceremony? And what does it teach us? For that is what ceremony does; it 
teaches, as the Augsburg Confession tells us, what we need to know about 
Christ (AC XXIV, 1–3). 
 
Originally, this ceremony included more than simply bringing forward what 
was collected in the offering plates. The elements for the Holy Communion—
the bread and the wine—were brought forward along with the offering plates. 
As the offering plates and the elements were lifted toward the Lord, and 
placed upon the altar, the elements would be put in the center and the altar, 
now made a table, would be set for the Lord’s Supper.  
 
These gifts brought to the altar came from the sweat of the people’s brow. It is 
the bread and wine, the fruits of the peoples’ labor in this fallen world. After 
six days of labor and toil, the people would bring a generous proportion for 
the Lord’s work. It was set upon the altar and offered to the Lord for Him to 
take up and press into His service for His gracious work in and among them.  
 
For what they offered to the Lord from the sweat of their brow, the bread of 
anxious toil, came back to them as the bread of life, the bread come down 
from heaven that whoever eats this bread and drinks this cup would receive 
life through the forgiveness of their sins.  
 
This is not unlike what the Lord did for His people in the Old Testament:  
 

You shall tithe all the yield of your seed that comes from the field 
year by year. And before the Lord your God, in the place that he will 
choose, to make his name dwell there, you shall eat the tithe of your 
grain, of your wine, and of your oil, and the firstborn of your herd and 
flock, that you may learn to fear the Lord your God always. And if 
the way is too long for you, so that you are not able to carry the tithe, 
when the Lord your God blesses you, because the place is too far 
from you, which the Lord your God chooses, to set his name there, 
then you shall turn it into money and bind up the money in your hand 
and go to the place that the Lord your God chooses and spend the 
money for whatever you desire—oxen or sheep or wine or strong 
drink, whatever your appetite craves. And you shall eat there before 
the Lord your God and rejoice, you and your household.  
 

(cont’d. on next page) 
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What a blessing! God provides for us in all things. He provides bread from 

the sweat of our brows, and He receives this from us in the first fruits of-

ferings we give to Him in thanksgiving and praise. He receives and turns it 

into spiritual bread, heavenly bread, the bread of eternal life and gives it 

back to us so that we might have joy. So, the next time you are in the Di-

vine Service, watch this ceremony in wonder, that the Lord gives back to 

us, what we have given to Him so that we may rejoice in the salvation He 

has won upon the cross and gives to us in His supper.  

“Aging is not ‘lost youth’ but a new stage of opportunity and 
strength.”   —Betty Friedan 

Musician’s “Retreat” at Immanuel 
 

Saturday, August 27, 2022 
 

5:00pm-5:45pm    Bells (Technique, assignments, etc.) 
5:45pm-6:45pm    Food and Fellowship (Please bring a side  
      dish or dessert to share. Becky will provide Bar-B-Que.) 
6:45pm-7:30pm    Choir (Reading Session) 
 
The “retreat” is for our current musicians, former musicians, or  
anyone who would like the opportunity to experience choir or bells. 

DATE:    TBD 
TIME:    TBD 
 
Who is invited?  Middle and High School students from Immanuel, 
Sister Churches, and Concordia Academy Students.  We will have a 
back to school bible study, team building activities, FOOD, and 
FUN!  Look for more information to come. 
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My devotion this morning was called “Making It Easy.” I agreed with the concept, 
but not necessarily the wording. In a nutshell, it talked about when we have strug-
gles and disappointments in life, we should look for something to be thankful for 
which would “make the struggle easier.” An example that they gave was being 
grateful for having a car even when you are stuck in traffic. I agree that we should 
look for positivity in everything and that we should be grateful,  but being grateful 
doesn’t always “Make it Easy.” Struggles, challenges, and disappointments are not 
meant to be easy. They are meant to teach us to rely on God through every situa-
tion. They teach us skills like patience, perseverance, and empathy. That being 
said, we should always be grateful. For example, we have many people in our 
midst with broken bones or are recovering from surgeries right now, and while 
injuries cause challenges in daily life, the amazing healing power of God is re-
vealed. The knowledge that He gives those who provide the earthly healing such 
as doctors, surgeons, nurses, pharmacists, and all others in the process is definitely 
something that we should all be grateful for. Here is our challenge, embrace the 
struggle and be grateful in all things. 
 
Speaking of gratitude, thank you to everyone who has been providing special mu-
sic through the summer. I am looking forward to getting started again with choir 
and bell choir. Students from Concordia Academy will also be providing special 
music on occasion. I would invite you to think about how you can serve musically 
at Immanuel. Do you like to sing or do you play an instrument? Have you ever 
played bells or would you like to try it out? If you answered YES, to any of those 
questions, consider coming to our Musician’s Retreat on August 27. There will be 
music, food, and fellowship. 
 
What does the choir do? 
Special Music on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of the month, Special Music for Select 
Festivals, Introit weekly, and teaching new hymns and canticles 
              Rehearsals: 1st and 3rd Sundays at 9:00am 
                                  2nd and 4th Sundays at 8:30am 
 
What does the bell choir do? 
Special Music on the 3rd Sundays of the month and Special Music for Select Fes-
tivals 

Rehearsals: 1st, 2nd, & 4th Sundays at Noon 
                                   3rd Sundays at 8:30am 
 
What do the instrumentalists do? 
Instrumentals can provide special music, music during the offering, preludes, and 
postludes, as well as during the hymns. Instrumentalists can be added on any Sun-
day, but especially Festivals.  Rehearsals are scheduled as needed. 
 
Musically Yours in Christ, 
Becky 
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        Concordia Report Card July, 2022 
 
In some ways a minor miracle, as when a prophet’s staff buds 

again like a green sapling, the education wing of Immanuel Church is about 
to be coursing with the spirit of youth.  Those who built the wing provided it 
with beautiful woodwork, cabinetry and windows, all this to frame a school 
at last with the coming of Concordia Academy.  This is a season of growth 
for the classical schools across America, and here between Plano and Sew-
ard Nebraska, Concordia Academy- Wichita will be joining two sister 
schools on the I-35 corridor.  In Plano, Faith Lutheran School is well estab-
lished as a kindergarten through high school institution, and beginning next 
season, Concordia Academy- Seward will be opening its doors to a high 
school class.  What these three schools share in common is a commitment 
to not only classical education but Lutheran education as well.   
 Meeting with our conference, the Consortium for Classical Luther-
an Education in Fort Wayne this summer, I saw a group of Lutherans who 
were particularly committed to the idea of ad fontes, which is a way of say-
ing ‘to the source’ in Latin.    Ad Fontes has long been the rallying cry of the 
reformers, particularly Martin Luther, whose own remarkable life was 
formed by a close acquaintance with the Scriptures in their original lan-
guages, and with the teachings of the Church Fathers in their own words.  
What occurred in the sixteenth century as these old things flowered again 
was akin to spring time for the church, after a particularly brutal winter.  
Much as these old works, the ancient wisdom, the accumulated advice of 
generations of wise parents can only be effective when heeded and lived 
into again by the young, Lutheran traditions are only a blessing when they 
are embraced, brought into the light, and spoken in the days of the living, 
the young and growing.  Luther’s reformation brought the essential from 
the weed choked gardens of the slumbering past.   
 Lutherans, it seems, have a talent for looking to the past.  Some-
times they seem to live there.  At times, this backward gaze can be similar to 
the care of the conservationist who preserves his remnant of blessing 
against the wintering subtractions of age and forgetfulness.  This is an ap-
propriate care.  But praise be to God that winter is a season only for a time, 
only for the purpose of strengthening the necessary and pruning the tempo-
rary.  As many in our circuit remember the days when Lutheran education 
was the norm, some would say that it has accomplished its mission, and is 
not needed any longer, only significant in a cultural sense.  But  just as we 
do not have the power of prolonging winter to dream of prior summers, God 
sets the times and seasons for renewal,  and directs our attention to the pre-
sent, calling us up into the sun.  Now we find ourselves in a little springtime 
of families caring for their children by the gift of education, and in our case, 
Lutheran Classical Education.  Many of these institutions are appearing in 
this and the next year.  It appears that Concordia Academy is set to begin 
classes this summer with at least eleven students (dare we hope for twelve 
disciples?), and several talented instructors, including the Rev. and Mrs. 
Hoger, Ian Snyder, and Dr. David Cullen, all veterans of classical education.   
This education brings the gifts of the Holy Scripture and opens the store-
house of wisdom furnished by the many years of mankind’s journey here in 
God’s world, where we see the prophet’s staff budding yet again.  We see a 
schoolhouse that was lying dormant as a seed putting forth shoots. 



 

 
 

 
 
LWML—  Greetings once again, 
 
In August the quilters will be meeting on the 9th and 23rd.  LWML will 
be after lunch on the 9th.  In July we got a call from Good Shepherd 
Hospice requesting lap robes.  We were able to give them quite a few 
and will give them more in October.  We just have to get busy!  We 
have been doing mostly full size quilts.   
0 
During August we will again be collecting school supplies for the Or-
phan Grain Train. Below is a list of supplies needed.  Any extra will go 
locally.  Thanks for all you do. 
 
Take care during this very hot summer. 

Yours in Christ, 

Phyllis Ioerger 
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 School Supplies 4 Orphan Grain Train 
 

☐2 spiral notebooks 

☐2 pencils 

☐2 pens 

☐1 package crayons (24 count) 

☐1 ruler 

☐2 glue sticks 

☐1 scissors 

☐1 eraser 

☐1 package colored pencils (12 count) 

☐1 pencil sharpener 
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     THE WATER OF LIFE 
 

Christ is like a river that is continually flowing. There are 
always fresh supplies of water coming from the foun-
tainhead, so that a man may live by it and be supplied 
with water all his life. So Christ is an ever-flowing foun-
tain; he is continually sup- plying his people, and the 
fountain is not spent. They who live upon Christ may have 
fresh supplies from him for all eternity; they may have an 
increase of blessedness that is new [and] never will 
come to an end.  —Jonathan Edwards 

 
 

Have you noticed all the children in church lately? We are blessed to 
have some amazing families attending church and we want to have an 
age appropriate place for OUR young people to learn during the Sun-
day School hour. Are you a storyteller or a crafty person? Do you enjoy 
the excitement of young children or the inquisitive thinking of young 
adults? We are looking to add 2 classes to our Sunday School pro-
gram. Volunteers could be a single teacher or teams of people. Teams 
could teach together each week or we could set up a rotation. Please 
consider your talents and desire to help GROW our program. Contact 
Brent (call.black@outlook.com), Becky (rsmusic123@gmail.com), or 
Martiya (martiyastuewe@gmail.com) if you are interested in joining the 
Sunday School ministry or if you have suggestions on people who 
might be a good fit.  

Prospective Classes: 
        Nursery - Birth-2 years - Bible Story, Snack, Playtime 

        “Littles” - 3-6 years - Bible Story, Snack, Activity, Craft (The 3   
        year olds may split the time with Sunday School and the Nursery.) 

        2nd-5th grade - We do not currently have students this age regu- 
        larly attending Sunday School, but we do have children this age   
        attending church. A thought is to have this class be “on call.”  

          Middle/High School - Currently, the students pick the topic of  
        study. High School students are also welcome to attend any of the  
        adult classes as well.  

mailto:call.black@outlook.com
mailto:rsmusic123@gmail.com
mailto:martiyastuewe@gmail.com
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FAMOUS ARTISTS 

Search for 30 Famous Artists 

ALBRECHT DURER 
ANDY ARHOL 
CARAVAGGIO 
CLAUDE MONET 
EDGAR DEGAS 
EDOUARD MANET 
EDWARD HOPPER 
GEORGIA O KEEFFE 
GOYA  
GUSTAV KLIMT 
 

PETER PAUL RUBENS 
PIERRE AGUSTE RENOIR 
PIET MONDRAIN 
RAPHAEL 
REMBRANDT 
RENE MAGRITTE 
SALVADOR DALI 
TITIAN 
VINCENT VAN GOGH 
WASSILY KANDINSKY 

HENRI MATISSE 
JACKSON POLLOCK 
JOAN MIRO 
LEONARDO DA VINCI 
MARC CHAGALL 
MICHELANGELO 
PABLO PICASSO 
PAUL CEZANNE 
PAUL GAUGUIN 
PAUL KLEE 
 



 

13 

Kid’s Page 

USD259 

August 15 

Concordia Academy 

Orientation -August 16 

Boot Camp - August 17-19 

First Day - August 22 
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Ian Snyder, son of Dan and Tracee Snyder, will 
be installed as Deacon of Immanuel Lutheran 
Church on August 7th at the 9:30 am Divine 
Service.  

Raymond Doubrava 
&  

Abigail Meyer 
 

August 20, 2022 
at Immanuel Lutheran Church 

 
The wedding is by invitation only. 

 

Raymond and Abigail will be in 
church on Sunday, August 21 to 
meet and greet before and after 

worship. 

Thank you to the members of the Altar Guild who stepped up and took 
over my duties while I was incapacitated after foot surgery. Especially 
Phyllis Jenish who changed the altar to the proper color and to Phyllis 
Ioerger who set up communion for me the last two Sundays in May and 
made sure the candles on the altar were replaced when needed during my 
months as well as her own. In addition, Karen Bitner who never hesitated 
to clean up after communion whenever asked.  Pastor Lovett also contrib-
uted by setting up communion for special evening services and changing 
the altar when no one else was available. Also, a big thanks to Kevin who 
made sure the altar flowers were put on the altar and picked up the laundry 
each Sunday to bring home. Hopefully I didn't neglect to mention some-
one. If I did and you stepped up to the plate and helped out please know 
that your help was appreciated. 
 
Joyce Stuewe, 
Altar Guild Chairperson 
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Marilyn Beaver 8/1 
Joyce Stuewe  8/6 
Adam Schmidt  8/7 
Cecil Wulf  8/8 
Kristopher Lovett 8/11 
Terry Vaughn  8/17 
Bud Hermann  8/19 
Carol Leach  8/22 
Heide Bryan  8/24 
Ken Wabel  8/25 
Virginia Sandifer 8/31 

                                                       DATE     YEARS 
Andrew & Martiya Stuewe      8/9        3 
Gretchen & Marty Cox 8/19          18 
Harvey & Eileen May              8/24           9 

2022 Worship Conference 
Saturday, August 12—9:00 am—4:00 pm 

St. John’s Ev. Lutheran Church—901 SW Fillmore, Topeka, Ks. 
Cost:  $20—lunch included 

 
Keynote Presentation I—Lutheran Worship:  Happy or Sad?  

By Rev. Sean Daenzer 
Keynote Presentation II - Spiritual Care as the Aim of Church 

By Rev. Sean Daenzer 
 

The Mary Miller Memorial Funds can be used to pay the registration 
for those who would like to attend.  Let Becky know by August 7, if 
you are interested in attending and then she will work out the details. 

Sewing Guild ladies made a 
trip to Pratt for a belated 
100th birthday celebration 
for Gladys Pagenkopf.    
(L-R: Brenda Muller, Alice 
Pagenkopf, Gladys Pagen-
kopf, Phyllis Ioerger, Pat 
Engelken, Marilyn Beaver 
and Jean Ruedi) 
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