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PASTOR’S PEN 
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by Pastor Mark Lovett 

The life of the flesh is in the blood, and I have given it for you on the al-
tar to make atonement for your souls, for it is the blood that makes atone-

ment by the life. (Leviticus 17:11) 
 

Dear Saints and Friends of Immanuel, 
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

The high and holy festival of our Lord’s resurrection (Easter 
Sunday) comes but once a year as an observed feast day, but it is very 
true that we don’t simply celebrate the resurrection of our Lord on 
Easter Sunday, but every Sunday, even every day as we rise in the 
morning and make the sign of the cross and say, “In the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit” (Small Catechism, Daily 
Prayer). 

We live in the age of the resurrection since Jesus is the 
firstborn from among the dead (Col. 1:18) and is Himself the resur-
rection as He said, “I am the resurrection and the life” (John 11:25). 
We are not waiting for the resurrection to happen, it has happened. 
Jesus is the resurrection. We are, however, waiting for the resurrec-
tion of Jesus to be made manifest in all the dead. So in that way we 
can say it hasn’t happened yet. This was the trouble with the Church 
in Thessalonica; there were some false teachers preaching that the 
resurrection of the dead had already happened and those living had 
missed it. Such a misguided thought might have come from Mat-
thew’s passion account because he writes that 

Jesus cried out again with a loud voice and yielded up his 
spirit. And behold, the curtain of the temple was torn in two, 
from top to bottom. And the earth shook, and the rocks were 
split. The tombs also were opened. And many bodies of the 
saints who had fallen asleep were raised, and coming out of 
the tombs after his resurrection they went into the holy city 
and appeared to many. (Matthew 27:50-53) 

 You can see why some might have thought that the resurrec-
tion of all who were going to be raised had already taken place. Not 
so, the Apostle tells the Church. But we are waiting for the resurrec-
tion of Jesus to be made manifest in us when our mortal bodies are 
raised from the dead, made immortal by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
and those who have not died (fallen asleep, St. Paul calls it) are 
changed in the twinkling of an eye. Then death will be no more. 

               (cont’d. on next page) 
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So we pray in thanksgiving (eucharistic prayer) to the Father that He 
sent His Son  

who, on the night when He was betrayed to His voluntary 
suffering, in order to abolish death, break the bonds of the 
adversary, tread Hades underfoot, give light to the righteous, 
establish an everlasting covenant, and manifest the resurrec-
tion in His flesh, took bread, and when He had given thanks, 
broke it and gave it to the disciples and said, “Take, eat; this 
is My Body which is given for you.” 

The Lord Jesus manifested the resurrection in His flesh. Now you eat 
His risen Body as His royal priesthood, eating of the sacrifice from 
the altar, which is the cross of Christ. Not only so, but you also drink 
His blood, poured out for the forgiveness of sins, something no 
priesthood ever did until the new royal priesthood with Christ Jesus 
as the High Priest. The Old Testament priesthood – the whole people 
of Israel – were forbade from consuming the blood because the life is 
in the blood. 

 The Lord said, “The life of the flesh is in the blood, and I have 
given it for you on the altar to make atonement for your souls, for it 
is the blood that makes atonement by the life” (Lev. 17:11). Now the 
life of Christ is made ours through His blood, which we are washed 
in (Holy Baptism, cf. Rev. 7:14) and which we drink as we participate 
in the divine nature (2 Peter 2:4) through the promises of God made 
ours in the blood of Jesus. 

 So we are a people set apart that the “manifold wisdom of 
God might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the 
heavenly places” (Eph. 3:10). The manifold wisdom of God – wisdom 
that shames the wise and seems foolish to the world – is the death 
and resurrection of Jesus made ours through the holy mysteries 
(sacraments) that we would be His holy nation, His royal priesthood, 
a people of His own choosing to proclaim the excellencies of Him 
who called us out of darkness and into His marvelous light (1 Peter 
2:9). How wonderful it is that the Lord Himself has given us a sign – 
the Virgin Birth – and the manner in which we are to make known 
His marvelous light; “for as often as you eat this bread and drink this 
cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes” (1 Cor. 11:26). 

 

I pray to see you all at the Lamb’s High Feast. 
Peace be with you. 
Christ is risen! 
+Pr. Lovett 
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PRESIDENT’S COMMENTS 
 
At the April 5th Administrative Council meeting, Pastor Lovett reported 
that a Liturgical Deacon position is being formed to provide consistency 
with  distribution of the sacraments and the position will be appointed 
by the Elders and installed by Pastor. 
 
Dan Snyder, Chairman of the Elders (and the Headmaster of the Con-
cordia Academy) asked that the Council consider renting space for the 
Academy in Immanuel’s educational building.  The Academy was ini-
tially expected to be in space provided by Grace Lutheran Church, but 
that the building has had some roof and mold issues that may not be 
resolved by the beginning of this fall’s semester.  There is a possibility 
that the arrangement could  become permanent. Dan will make a formal 
presentation at the June Voters meeting.  The council voted affirmative-
ly to temporarily house the Concordia Academy pending final approval 
by the Voters. 
 
Also at the April Council meeting, the Treasurer reported that there was 
a $5,510.32 Operating Deficit in YTD March 2022 WorkPlan.  This was 
also reflected in reduction of the month to date and year to date contri-
butions. 
 
Remember also that the Elders are still looking for people to fill the var-
ious Officers’ and Elders’ positions.  Elections will be held at the June 
Voters meeting. 
 
George Huenergardt 
President 

 
Prayer’s certain payoff 

 
Prayers prayed in the Spirit never die until they accom-
plish God's intended purpose. His answer may not be 
what we expected, or when we expected it, but God often 
provides much more abundantly than we could think or 
ask. He interprets our intent and either answers or stores 
up our prayers. Sincere prayers are never lost [and] will 
never be wasted or go unrewarded.—Missionary Wesley 
Duewel 
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BOARD OF PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 
 
 
Thank you to everyone who came out April 9th to help with the work day. We 
cleaned up, mowed, trimmed, and edged the church yard, weeded and 
trimmed the flower beds, polished the silver communion vessels, washed win-
dows, and glued more floor tiles.  
 
The floor waxing continues. Thank you to all my helpers that have moved 
furnishings around in the process. The cleaning of the carpets will also be 
forth coming. 
 
A friendly reminder that we do have a Premise Release Rental form and rate 
chart for members and non-members, if you want to use the church facility. 
Please check with the church office for scheduling and rates. 
 
We continue to work to make sure lights are off, heating and air is off, doors 
are shut and locked and the alarm is set. Please help us out when you are the 
last one to leave and check that the above are done. 
 
Thank you to all the members that help care for the facility. If you see any-
thing that needs attention, please don’t hesitate to let one of us know. Please 
hunt me down or leave word with George Huenergardt, Cecil Wulf, Elaine 
Todd, or the church office.  
 
Kevin Stuewe, Chairman 
Board of Property Maintenance 

 

Confirmation, a rite many churches celebrate each spring, 
has biblical roots. In Acts 8, Peter and John are sent to lay 
their hands on new believers and pray for them to receive the 
Holy Spirit. In the early church, new Christians — usually 
adult converts — received baptism and confirmation as one 
ceremony. As more children were brought for baptism, pastors and 
priests would baptize, but only bishops would “confirm” a baptism, or 
make it official. Thus, the baptized were granted full membership in the 
church through confirmation. 

Now confirmation allows young people, often after intensive Christian 
education, to profess for themselves the faith into which they were bap-
tized. Confirmation serves as an important faith milestone, as young 
adults purposefully embrace a life of discipleship.  

Confirmed in the faith 
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BOARD OF EVANGELISM 
 

Now, if you are asked, ‘What do you believe in the Second Article 
about Jesus Christ?’ answer briefly, 
‘I believe that Jesus Christ, God’s true Son, has become my Lord.’ 
‘But what does it mean to become Lord?’ 
‘It is this. He has redeemed me from sin, from the devil, from death, 
and from all evil.  For before I did not have a Lord or King, but was 
captive under the devil’s power, condemned to death, stuck in sin and 
blindness’.”  (Article II of Apostles’ Creed, Large Catechism) 
 
Thank you to all who assisted with Easter morning breakfast and with 
the Easter egg hunt.  I appreciate those who provided food and all of 
the volunteers in the kitchen for breakfast and in the courtyard for the 
egg hunt for our congregation’s children.  Your willingness to step 
forward made it possible. 
 
Thank you also to Phyllis Jenish, who helped to prepare sign-up sheets 
and to all who gave me ideas for the preparations. 
 
Eric Stuewe 
Chairman, Board of Evangelism 
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STEWARDSHIP UPDATE 
(All “Maturing Stewards” articles are prepared by LCMS) 

 
Stewardship is not just about giving money to the church. It includes this, to 
be sure, but it is not limited to it. Stewardship involves our whole life – every-
thing we have and everything we are. 
     Let us not, though, fall into the trap of thinking that because we give of 
ourselves in one area then we can neglect giving in another. Stewardship is 
not stealing from Peter to pay Paul. It is not a game that we play whereby we 
justify ourselves in not giving a tenth of our income because we have given in 
some other way. 
     This is why our Lord warns: “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypo-
crites! For you tithe mint and dill and cumin and have neglected the weightier 
matters of the law: justice and mercy and faithfulness. These you ought to 
have done, without neglecting the others.” (Matthew 23:23) We are given to 
do both – tithe of ourselves and what we have. 
     And so it is that St. Paul makes his appeal to us: “I appeal to you therefore, 
brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, 
holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not be con-
formed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by 
testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable 
and perfect.” (Romans 12:1–2) 
     We are to present our bodies as a living sacrifice to God. We are not to 
have the mind of the world, where we exchange equal weight of this for an 
equal weight of that and think that we have done what God has required. Our 
whole life is given over for service in and for the Church of God. This is to be 
done in thanksgiving for what God in Christ has accomplished for us. This is 
our spiritual worship, the reasonable response to what He has done for us. Not 
one for the other but all in all. 
     But what does this look like? St. Paul never lays down a general principle 
without also giving us some practical application of what shape that principle 
is to take concretely. He gives the general principle that our bodies are to be 
living sacrifices to God. And, after admonishing those who have been given 
particular gifts of grace to serve the church, St. Paul then speaks generally of 
what is expected of all. He says: 

“Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good. 
Love one another with brotherly affection. Outdo one another in 
showing honor. Do not be slothful in zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve 
the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in 
prayer. Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek to show hospi-
tality.” (Romans 12:9–13) 

This is what it looks like to present your bodies as living sacrifices. This is 
how we live out the grace of God here in time. 
Let us then heed the apostle’s teaching. Let us present our bodies – everything 
that we have and everything that we are – as living sacrifices to God, our rea-
sonable response to what God in Christ Jesus accomplished for us by His 
death and resurrection. Through this, we have forgiveness of sins, a new life 
in Christ, and eternal salvation. And through this worship, the grace of God is 
made manifest in His saints – for the church and the world. 
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Last month, I talked about habits. I mentioned the time that it takes 
to create a new habit. What is so frustrating to me is how easy it is 
to “break” a habit that we are trying to build. For example, I am try-
ing to listen to a short devotional podcast every morning. I feel like a 
failure when I miss a morning and subconsciously think “I have 
messed up my habit. I might as well give up.” Something that I am 
personally working on is recognizing that missing one day isn’t a 
reason to give up. It is a reason to try harder and I can accept that 
just because I might miss it in the morning, I can always do it later in 
the day. AND if it completely slips by me, I don’t have to “make it 
up.” I can just start fresh. Christ gives up a fresh start through His 
death and resurrection. May you be blessed with grace and for-
giveness that He offers to you. 
 

I am so grateful for our AMAZING musicians throughout this Lenten 
and Easter Season. I appreciate our choir, the bells, instruments, 
and especially our accompanists that help make our services so 
fulfilling. Thank you all. 
 

Thank you to those who attended our first “choir meeting” with Pas-
tor. We plan to meet after Evening Prayer on the 1st Wednesday of 
the month. Anyone who is interested in the music ministry at Im-
manuel is welcome to join. We plan to sing a bit at each of the 
meetings. 
 
Musically Yours in Christ 
Becky 
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   Tentative Schedule 

May 1 
8:45 am      Choir (Choir Room) 

          11:00 am      Kids (Sanctuary) 
            Noon         Bells 
 
May 4 
            7:45 pm      Music Meeting 
 
May 8 

8:30 am Choir (Sanctuary) 
            9:00 am      Kids (Sanctuary) 
             Noon Bells 
 
May 15 

8:30 am     Choir (Sanctuary) 
          11:00 am     Kids (Sanctuary) 
                  No Bells today 
 
May 22 

8:30 am  Bells (Sanctuary) 
9:00 am  Choir (Choir Room) 

 
May 28 

8:30a m  Choir (Sanctuary) 

Thank you to those who supported 
Sarah Lovett with her bake sale. She 
will be selling several Sundays during 
the Easter season. She is raising 
money to attend the Christ Academy 
this summer. 



 

 
 

 
 
LWML—  Greetings, 
 
I hope everyone had a Blessed Easter and are enjoying the warmer 
weather.   
 
The sewing ladies will be tying and talking on the 10th and 24th in May 
starting at 9:30 am.  We have been getting 2 quilts tied every Tuesday 
we meet, so we are getting a lot done.  If  anyone is interested in joining 
us, feel free to come and check us out.  Hopefully on the 10th we will 
have an LWML meeting and a Bible Study and collect the Mites for 
Missions. 
 
We are still trying to get to Pratt to visit Alice and Gladys.  But, we 
want Gladys to feel OK when we go.  
  
Enjoy this day that the Lord has made. 
Phyllis Ioerger 

 

10 

More than 150 years ago, Memorial Day took shape amid 
the backdrop of the U.S. Civil War. Before it ended, women 
began decorating the graves of fallen soldiers. In 1868, 
when May 30 was designated as Decoration Day, loved ones 
placed flowers on the graves of Union and Confederate sol-
diers alike. 

By 1882, Decoration Day became known as Memorial Day, 
and soldiers who died in other wars were honored too. Over 
time, it became a day to remember all loved ones who have died — in war 
and otherwise. In 1971, Congress declared Memorial Day a national holiday 
to be observed on the last Monday in May. On Memorial Day, we pause to 
remember people who made the ultimate sacrifice for their country and for 
our freedom. We also pray for those who continue serving, especially those 



 

11 

HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY 

COOKING 
HELPING 
CUPCAKES 
HAPPY 
READ 
LULABY 
LOVE  
MOTHERS DAY OFF 
SMILING 
COOKIES 

SING 
CARD 
LISTENING 
CAKE 
BAKING 
HUGS 
CARING 
CHILDREN  
CANDY 

BEDTIME STORY 
MOTHER GOOSE 
MOTHER 
FLOWERS 
WATCHING TV TOGETHER 
HAPPY MOTHERS DAY 
BABY 
LAUGH 
BROWNIES 
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Immanuel’s History - Interesting (hopefully)  Tidbits 
 

by George Huenergardt 
 
 
 
From the writings of D. H. Deffner in 1934— 
 
Pastor Kauffeld along with Pastor A. W. Meyer, working under the 
auspices of the English mission board of the Missouri Synod, made 
recommendations to the Board that a minister should be installed in 
Wichita. That call brought the Reverend Carl Spanuth to Wichita and 
the English congregation was established.  However, this congregation 
was short lived, collapsing along with Wichita’s boom.  From then until 
1907, Rev. Meyer, who was called to Winfield, and Rev. Kauffeld, 
along with other ministers conducted sporadic services in private 
homes. 
 
In 1907 Reverend C. Hafner, Director of Missions for the Kansas Dis-
trict visited Wichita but did not find many people enthusiastic about 
founding a true evangelical Lutheran congregation.  In 1908 Pastor 
Hafner spent four days in Wichita doing more extensive canvassing 
etc., which eventually led to the organization of Immanuel congrega-
tion, with the first service being held in the horticultural room of the 
Sedgwick County Court House on June 28, 1908.  The service was at-
tended by nine people and the offering of  $1.01 was collected.  Ser-
vices continued at this location with preaching being conducted by area 
ministers. 

When a person fully realizes how much he or she matters 
to God—then he doesn’t have to go out and prove to the 
world how much he matters.—Anonymous  
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Kid’s Page 
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CHURCH FACILITIES  A friendly reminder 

that we do have a Premise Release & Rental 

form, plus rate chart for members and non-
members, if you want to use the church fa-

cility. Please check with the church office for 

scheduling and rates.  This should be done 

the month prior to usage. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED   The 

Landscape Committee is asking for 

volunteers to help nurture plants/
flowers around the church.  If you 

are interested in doing so, please 

contact Jane Huenergardt at (316) 

706- 0943.  Thanks! 

The Ascension of Our Lord 
 

May 26, 2022 

Divine Service at 7:00 pm 
Brat Dinner—TBD 

Trey Andrew Dafforn 
will be graduating from 

Wichita Northwest High School 

Monday, May 9, 2022  

Sarah Grace Lovett 

& 

Emily Ann Hively 

Will be confirmed on 

Sunday, May 22, 2022 

Thank you to those of you that remembered me on 
Administrative Professional’s Day.  The cards and 
gifts were very much appreciated.—Phyllis Jenish 
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Silas Carpenter 5/6 
Ken Loesing 5/9 
Sebastian Wulf 5/10 
Jim Wright 5/11 
Brenda Muller 5/21 
Raymond Doubrava 5/23 
Renee Horning 5/26 
Alex Gunther 5/27 
Beverly Giammasi 5/29 
Pastor Mark Lovett 5/29 
Madeline Cox 5/30 
Emma Dafforn 5/31 

Official Acts during April, 2022 
 

Profession of Faith:  Barbara Peterson & Ron Schlesener 

                                                    Date        Years 
David & Lisa Bromlow        5/30           30 

30th 
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