The Tower Chimes
Immanuel Lutheran Church
909 South Market
Wichita, KS 67211
316-264-0639
secretary@ilchurch.org
Website: www.ilchurch.org

IN THIS ISSUE
Pastor’s Pen
President’s Comments
Board of Property Maintenance
Stewardship Update
Board of Evangelism
LWML
Military Recognition
Notes from the Keyboard
Music Schedule
December Word Search
Kids Page
Announcements
December Birthdays & Anniversaries

pg
pg
pg
pg
pg
pg
pg
pg
pg
pg
pg
pg
pg

December Calendar

2&3
4
5
6&7
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15

Insert

Special Dates in December, 2021
Second Sunday of Advent
Third Sunday of Advent
Fourth Sunday of Advent
First day of winter
Christmas Eve
Christmas Day
New Year’s Eve/Watch Night

December 5
December 12
December 19
December 21
December 24
December 25
December 31

PASTOR’S PEN
by Pastor Mark Lovett
The Father’s Gift
Everyone knows that gifts are given at Christmas. And it doesn’t take
an in-depth thinker to make the connection between giving gifts on Christmas and God the Father giving the gift of His only-begotten Son. For God
loved the world in this way, that He gave His only-begotten Son to save
the world (Jn. 3:16; 12:47). Jesus is God’s gift to you, to us, to the world!
God gave His Son so that He would give His life for us. He was given
so that we would not suffer eternal separation from our heavenly Father.
The Son gives us the Spirit, the Comforter, who gives us faith, hope, life,
and salvation in Christ. The whole of salvation is one big gift. The Father
gives us the Son, the Son gives us His righteousness, and the Spirit gives us
His life, eternal life. God’s gift to us is vast, immeasurable, fantastic!
And, like all true gifts, it comes with no strings attached. As the Apostle says, if you must work for it, it’s not a gift; then it’s not grace (Ro. 4:4).
God the Father didn’t look at the merits of men before He sent His Son to
save them. The Father loves us and so gave us that which we needed but
did not deserve: Jesus.
Like all Christmas gifts, the Father’s gift came wrapped. He came
wrapped in the virgin womb of Mary; then wrapped in swaddling clothes.
The Father’s gift came wrapped in the flesh of men. Immanuel, God with
us; God, one of us; God, the Son of Mary – begotten of His Father before all
worlds and born of the Virgin Mary. A mystery; two opposites – God and
man – becoming one in the person of Jesus. God wrapped in the flesh of
men. What a gift!
So, too, like the gifts under our trees and in our stockings, this
“wrapping” was ripped and shredded. From the time He was born Jesus
suffered. Birth is painful for babies. Circumcision is painful. Blood is
spilled to fulfill the Law. Then on to the Sanhedrin where He was beaten
and bruised; on to Pontius Pilate where His flesh was ripped by rod and
whip. He was beaten and crushed by the hands of men who hated Him. He
was nailed to the cursed tree; pierced by the spear of men. But this is all
part of the gift of the babe born of Mary.
But it didn’t stop there. Though the Father’s gift was ripped and shredded, even thrown away by men, it was not discarded by God. Having been
obedient to the end, the Son was loved by the Father who raised Him
(cont’d. on next page)
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from the dead, giving Him life and immortality and dominion over
all things: making Him Lord or lords and King of kings. This Jesus, the
virgin-born God-man, is now the ruler of all things visible and invisible.
To Him is honor and glory and power and dominion forever and ever.
Amen.
Perhaps it would have been great enough if the story had stopped
there. Surely this would have been enough, this gift given in the fullness
of time. But not for God who gives far above and beyond all we might
think to ask and hope for. No, this is truly the gift that keeps on giving.
It was not enough for the Father so simply give His Son and then to
take Him away, spiriting Him off to some far away heaven. No,
the Father still gives the Son.
No longer found in stable and manger, or even in the streets of Judea,
no longer found on Golgotha or in the Upper Room, the Lord Christ is
now found in His Body, the Church. He is found where His Word is
preached and His crucified, risen, and ascended body and blood are given
to those who call on the name of the Lord. The preaching of the Church –
of the apostles – is not just preaching about Jesus, it delivers Jesus. It
opens the wills of men and exposes them to the light of Christ. This light
illumines the hearts of men, as John said. It shines in the darkness and the
darkness does not overcome it. It makes hidden things known and burns
away rot and disease. It is for men the Way, the Truth, and the Life. And
men follow Him unto death that they would receive the crown of glory.
Just as we know where to run to find our Christmas gifts, found under
the tree and in the stockings hung by the fire, so we know where to run
to find our heavenly Father’s gift. He’s neither under the tree nor on the
tree. He was. He was hung on the cursed tree and then buried under it,
but that is not where we find Him. He is risen and has ascended to the
right hand of God. That is where we find Him. But it is not far off, this
right hand of God, but is near to us, ever present by the Spirit of God, to
be revealed to all nations, to all men, women, and children, on the Last
Day. Where His Body is, there the righthand of God is. So let us gather
with joy and thanksgiving for the gift of the Father is for us and for our
salvation.
Peace be with you all.
+Pr. Lovett
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PRESIDENT’S COMMENTS
The November 14th Voters Meeting had 39 voting members present to view and discuss the 2022 Immanuel Workplan. The new
Workplan in the amount of $301,377, after presentation and discussion was approved. The 2022 Workplan total represents a 6%
increase over the 2021 Workplan.
Thank all who attended and voted. We certainly have a challenge
ahead of us in the coming year, but we have been up for the challenge before and have persevered. We pray for God’s continuing
blessing on Immanuel Congregation.
George Huenergardt
President
Little known, (and interesting) facts about
Immanuel’s building.
The following description of Immanuel Church building’s tower,
was written by Dr. L.H. Deffner for the December 20th, 1936
church dedication.
“Dr. Martin Luther was the servant of God who so clearly taught
and preached the central doctrine of Holy Scripture that we are
justified by grace for Christ’s sake thru faith. The east tower window is therefore adorned with Luther’s coat of arms. And since
the Reformer patterned his teaching after the greatest of all apostles, the west tower window bears the emblem of St. Paul, the
shield of faith. This is a simple Latin cross place upon a shield.
It is the symbol of Christian faith for which the believer is to contend earnestly.
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BOARD OF PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
During the month of November the annual changeover of the
HVAC system to the heating mode occurred. Thank you to Cecil
Wulf and George Huenergardt who helped me do this.
After repair of the guard that covers the light that shines up to
light the crosses on the east side of the main church we determined that the main church sign was also needing repair and replacement of light bulbs which were burnt out. This is in process.
It has also included removal of some shrubs that were in front of
the sign and church. Thank you to George Huenergardt who has
been working on this project with the help of Allen’s Sign company.
Thank you to Jane and George Huenergardt who arranged and
paid for removal of these shrubs and trimming of the Magnolia
Tree.
Thank you to all of the people that helped care for the church
yard this summer. This includes the Loesing family, Lisa and David Bromlow, the Lovett family, the Dafforn family, Brent Ostgren, Cecil Wulf, George and Jane Huenergardt, Bob and Elaine
Todd, Tom Clark, Chuck and Brenda Muller, Bev Giammasi,
Quentin and Renee Horning, the Stuewe family, Phyllis Jenish,
and any others that I left out.
Also by the time you get this, a thank you also needs to go out
to all that helped decorate the church for the Advent/Christmas
season.
As you can tell it takes all of us to help maintain our facility.
Thank you to all of you!
As always if you see something that needs more attention than
you can give it, let me know, or one of my board members, Cecil
Wulf, Elaine Todd, George Huenergardt or the church office
Kevin Stuewe,
Board of Property Maintenance Chairman
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STEWARDSHIP UPDATE

(All “Maturing Stewards” articles are prepared by LCMS)
Our Lord Jesus Christ, the great physician of both body and soul, healed a
man with dropsy by His Word on the Sabbath (Luke 14:1–6). Dropsy is a
paradoxical ailment, with an unquenchable craving for drink even though
the body is over inflated with fluid, a craving that, when indulged, served
not to ease but to feed the disease.

And so, if a man drinks a great deal but is never filled, he sees a doctor
to inquire about what ails him, what is wrong with his body, and how to
remedy it. For that is not thirst but a disease (Seneca, Consolation to His
Mother Helvia, 11.3).
But if the owner of five couches goes looking for 10, or the owner of
10 tables buys up as many again, and even though he has plenty of land
and money, he remains unsatisfied and desires yet more, losing sleep and
always in discontent, does he not also require a physician to diagnose the
cause of this distress?
For this is not want or lack, it’s a disease (Aristippus, quoted in Plutarch, Love of Wealth, 524b). As St. Augustine of Hippo wrote, “we may
rightly compare the dropsical man to a covetous rich man: For the more
the one is swollen with excess of water, the more he thirsts; so also the
other: The more he abounds in riches … the more eagerly he desires
them” (The Sunday Sermons of the Great Fathers, 4:135). Both require
physicians. Both require diagnosis and medicine applied from the outside
to the inward being. For these are not desires to be fulfilled but diseases to
be cured.
This is why our Lord instructs us to not to be consumed by money.
“No one can serve two masters … You cannot serve God and money” (Matt. 6:24; Luke 16:13). Our desire for money, like the disease dropsy, is never satisfied. We always desire more. We think, “If I just had this
much then I would be happy.”
But even when that much comes, which God gladly gives, happiness
evades us. The desire for more is never satisfied. It demands our constant
energy, either in procuring more or protecting what we already have.
When this happens, God, in His mercy, shows us that the money that He
has given is no longer serving us, but we it. We have another master.
(cont’d. on next page)
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To overcome this, we need a physician’s diagnosis and a physician’s remedy. And our Lord Jesus Christ, our great physician of
both body and soul, applies His Word to us as He did to the man
healed of dropsy. He shows us how we have put our fear, love, and
trust in our money and not feared, loved, and trusted in Him above
all things.
In essence, He says, “Stop chasing after these fleeting things. They
are vanity. They are the things that moth and rust destroy. You cannot have two masters. Repent!” And in seeing our great error, we
are sorry that we have not fully feared, loved, and trusted in God
above all things. And, in the mercy and grace that He earned for us
on the cross, He takes away this sin, restores us to health, and bids
us to live.
But then what? What do we do with this healing balm and care that
our great physician has given? Do we simply go back to our old
ways? “By no means!” St. Paul says (Rom. 3:31; 6:2). We do not
just go back to the old ways, the ways that lead us to death. No, we
live a new life, a life filled with the grace, mercy and love of God
toward us. And God’s great mercy, grace, and love toward is so
abundant that it overflows and pours out onto those around us.
So we no longer hoard money and possessions. We no longer
scrape and crawl our way to amass more. We give to those around
us, as God in Christ has given to us. We press our money and possessions into service for those who need it: our family, our society
and our church. For money is God’s gift to us to serve us and others. Not the other way around. It serves us because it is a gift from
our Father in heaven.

“The giving of gifts is not something [people] invented. God
started the giving spree when he gave a gift beyond words,
the unspeakable gift of his Son.” —Robert Flat
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LWML— December Greetings,

We are looking forward to December 7th. We are taking a
field trip to Pratt to celebrate Alice Pagenkopf's birthday. It
will be so good to see Alice and Gladys again.
Quilting days this month will be the 14th(and LWML) and
the 28th. We are so happy to welcome Pat Engelken, and her
daughter Kim, and Karen Bitner to our knot tying
group. Please feel free to join us at 9:30 am on the 2nd and
4th Tuesday of the month. Bring your lunch and we all eat
and gab together.
As we shop for that special Christmas gift, remember, we
have already received the best Christmas gift of all, Our
Savior, Jesus Christ.
Have a Blessed Christmas,
Phyllis Ioerger

“God goes to those who have time to hear him — and so on this
cloudless night he went to simple shepherds.” —Max Lucado
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On a November visit to Pratt, KS, Suzanne and Jay
Cooper paid a visit to Alice and Gladys Pagenkopf in
their lovely assisted-living apartment. They both are
doing well considering all the recent changes in their
lives with their move. They expressed their fondness for
Immanuel and send their best regards.

-Suzanne and Jay Cooper

BOARD OF EVANGELISM
Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His saints. Psalm 116:15
God Cares for His People

“The whole people of God is blessed, holy, pleasing, and acceptable to God
in such a way that it cannot be torn from the hands of God. We are the people of God. Therefore God exercises care for us. The major premise is eminently true, because even the death and blood of the saints are precious in
the sight of the Lord; all they do and suffer is pleasing to God. On the contrary, their errors and lapses have been covered and forgiven, as Psalm 32:1
testifies.” – Martin Luther
Psalm 32:1, as referenced above, reads “Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered”. At the end of the church year, we
often sing hymns of and listen to preaching on the end times. In Advent, we
look forward to the same: to when our Lord, Jesus Christ, will come again
to raise us up and take us to the place He has prepared for us, where we
might praise Father, Son, and Holy Spirit for eternity in His presence. How
fitting it is, then, that even our death might be precious in His sight! The
forgiveness we have solely in Christ enables us to even look upon death and
devil and count it as nothing. Come, Lord Jesus.

Eric Stuewe, Board of Evangelism
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The season of Advent always gets me “preparing” for things. Preparing for family gatherings, big meals, concerts at school, and
many worship services are just to name a few of those things. I, personally, must remember that my heart is the most important thing
that I need to prepare. I need to keep focused on Christ and not let
all the hubbub take control. I am going to focus on my daily conversations with God as well as reading the scriptures daily. Sometimes,
in all the chaos, my spiritual growth gets pushed to the end or even
forgotten.

I want to thank Pastor Lovett for leading several of us through a
“workshop” about church music. I appreciate everyone who attended the workshop. It is important to keep an open conversation going
between congregation members, the musicians, and the Pastor. We
are hoping to have these workshops regularly, and we would love to
have more participants. The bulk of the workshop focused on the
Divine Service and the Liturgy. Pastor shared information from Ceremony and Celebration by Paul H. D. Lang which explained some
of the history behind our liturgical practices. After learning some of
the history of the liturgy, we discussed some of the differences between the Divine Services in our current hymnal as well as previous
hymnals. Something that stuck in my mind was the wording of the
salutations, “The Lord be with you. And with your Spirit.” In contrast
to, “ The Lord be with you. And also with you.” Pastor said it much
more eloquently, but in a nutshell...when we say “And with your
Spirit” it is actually asking God to be with the Pastor and his entire
ministry. In contrast, “And also with you” is asking God to be with
the Pastor as a person. The second part of the workshop focused
on how hymns are selected. We were able to discuss certain hymns
as well as where they are placed in the service. Join us at our next
worship workshop to learn more about the liturgy and hymnody.
Thank you to everyone who serves through their music. I appreciate
both your time and talents that you share.
Musically Yours in Christ,
Becky
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Tentative

Schedule

December 1*
6:30 pm
Wednesday Group (Choir Room)
December 5
8:30 am
8:45 am
10:50 am
Noon

Wednesday Group (Choir Room)
Full Choir (Choir Room)
Kids (Sanctuary)
Bells

December 8*
6:30 pm
Wednesday Group (Choir Room)
December 12
8:30 am
Wednesday Group (Sanctuary)
8:45 am
Full Choir (Sanctuary)
10:50 am
Kids (Sanctuary)
Noon
Bells
December 15*
6:30 pm
Wednesday Group (Choir Room)
December 19
8:30 am
Bells
9:00 am
Full Choir (Choir Room)
10:50 am
Kids (Sanctuary)
Noon
Wednesday Group (Choir Room)
4:30 pm
Caroling (Meet at Immanuel)
December 22*
6:30 pm
Wednesday Group (Choir Room)
December 24*
TBD
Lessons and Carols (Bells, Choir, Instrumentalists, Kids)
10:30
Full Choir (Choir Room)

December 25*
9:30 am
Christmas Group (Choir Room)
December 26
Thank you for your hard work. Come enjoy worship without rehearsal.
December 28*
TBD
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ADVENT
ANGELS
BAUBLES
BELLS
BIRTH OF JESUS
BOXING DAY
CAROL SINGING
CHIIMNEY
CHRISTMAS CAKE
CHRISTMAS PUDDING
CHRISTMAS TREE
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ELVES
FAMILY
FOOD
HOLIDAYS
HOLLY
IVY
MINCE PIES
MISTLETOE
MULLED WINE
PARTY
PRESENTS

ROBIN
RUDOLPH
SANTA CLAUS
SCROOGE
SHEPHERDS
SNOWMAN
STAR
TINSEL
TURKEY
WISEMEN
WRAPPING PAPER

Blessings for a Merry Christmas

Kid’s Page
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ALTAR FLOWERS: Starting January 1, 2022 the
price for providing altar flowers will go up to $60.
Thanks to everyone who provides flowers in memory
of a loved one or to celebrate life’s milestones such as
birthdays and anniversaries.
Joyce Stuewe, Altar Guild Chairperson
Sunday, December 19 at 4:30 pm
Meet at Immanuel
Dinner and fellowship following

On Christmas Eve
TBD

On Christmas Eve
At 11:00 pm
Midnight Mass

On Christmas Day
At 10:00 AM
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Eric Stuewe
Doug Hermann
Martiya Stuewe
Peg Clark
Ethan Wright
Jeremy Lewallen
Betty Brown
Krista Wright

12/1
12/2
12/5
12/14
12/19
12/20
12/22
12/24

Alex & Wilma Gunther
Dennis & Heide Bryan
Bob & Elaine Todd

Birthdays

DATE

12/4
12/14
12/22

YEARS

20
8
26
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