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Special Dates in September, 2021 
 
 

 

Labor Day    September 6 
Patriot Day,    September 11 
National Grandparents Day,  September 12 
Hispanic Heritage Month   September 15–Oct. 15 
Prayer Vigil—Immanuel  September 18 
First day of autumn   September 22 
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by Pastor Mark Lovett 
 
 

Let Us Keep Vigil! 
 
Dear Saints and Friends of Immanuel, 
 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and from our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who gives us the Spirit of prayer that we may call upon our Father in any trou-
ble, that we would pray, praise, and give thanks. 

 In these monthly newsletter articles we have been walking through the 
Lord’s Prayer out of the Small Catechism, learning how to pray each petition 
and scratching the surface of their infinite depth. I’m going to pause, though, for 
this article and instead introduce and talk about our upcoming all-day Prayer 
Vigil on September 18th. If you’ve been in Bible class lately you’ve already been 
introduced, but read on anyway as this will hopefully (prayerfully!) help give 
shape and focus to the what and the why of a prayer vigil. 

 Space is limited here, too limited to layout a history of vigils in the 
church, but suffice to say, if you read the Acts of the Apostles, and pay attention 
to the gospel accounts, you’ll quickly see that the Lord and His Church often 
gather for prayer. Jesus did so “as was His custom” nightly, and we know He 
kept vigil with Peter, James, and John in the Garden of Gethsemane (or, tried to 
– they kept falling asleep). And we do have the Vigil of Easter which is primari-
ly a vigil of prayer born of hearing of the Lord’s deliverance for His people. 

 That brings us to the first consideration: prayer. Prayer is born of the 
Word of God. It is born of God’s promises of care, deliverance, salvation, and 
redemption of His people and even of all creation. It is the voice of the Son to 
the Father in the Spirit of truth. We pray because we are given the Spirit of God 
and are the children of God. Prayer is communion with God in the Spirit. We 
pray as our Lord prayed, “Our Father who art in heaven…”. In fact, without the 
Spirit of God prayer is impossible, for who can ascend to God or bring Him 
down? But the Son of God has come to us and asked the Father, and the Father 
has given the Spirit in the name of the Son (John 14:25ff). Jesus gives His 
Church prayer because He gives His Church the Spirit of God. 

 So the Church prays. Not merely or even primarily as a commandment, 
though it can be if we begin to refuse to pray or become hardened against it, but 
as a way of being so that we “pray without ceasing” and “at all times in the Spir-
it” (Ephesians 6:18). None of our prayers, no matter how personal in nature, 
belong to us alone. They all belong to Jesus because He is the only-begotten Son 
into whom we are baptized and being formed. He is the source of all prayer so 
all prayer belongs to Him. So when you pray the Lord Jesus is praying because 
you pray in His Spirit and by His name. And because prayer, no matter how 
personal, belongs also to the Lord, then it belongs also to His Church, which is 
His Body. He prays in His Church since He is the Head of the Church and her 
Teacher and Overseer, her chief Shepherd. 

 

                                                                                                 (cont’d. on next page) 
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         This is why corporate prayer is part and parcel of the life of the con-
gregation. The Divine Service would be incomplete, even useless, without cor-
porate prayer because it is by and through prayer that we commune with God, 
both receiving His many gifts and promises and laying ourselves before Him as 
faithful laborers in His kingdom, or beggars in need of mercy. Without prayer 
there is no Sacrament as is evidenced by our Lord who “gave thanks” and thus 
broke the bread and distributed the cup. So, too, with Holy Baptism prayer is 
foundational since it is an invocation of God and a calling upon the Spirit to fill 
the heart which He has made. There is no preaching without prayer because 
preaching is born of communion with God, else the preacher preaches in vain. 
For who can speak the Word of God without first speaking with God and hear-
ing His voice? How can they preach if they are not sent (Romans 10:15)? 

 All this to say: the Church prays; the congregation prays. So our con-
gregation is holding vigil on September 18th for prayer. 

 Okay, so that’s the theological side (not that it is at all exhausted or 
even robust in its formation – God Himself has never stopped extolling and en-
couraging prayer since wherever His Word is proclaimed, prayer is extoled!). 
But what about the practical side? What does a prayer vigil look like? 

 The day will be built around the Daily Offices, which are corporate, 
liturgical prayer offices. To wit: 8am, the Office of Matins (a corporate, liturgi-
cal prayer office); 12pm, the Office of Prayer & Preaching; 3:30pm – Vespers; 
6pm – Evening Prayer; 8pm, Compline. Between these Daily Offices the con-
gregation is encouraged to gather in the sanctuary for individual prayer. Our 
desire is to have at least two people always praying in the sanctuary. To help 
ensure this we will have a signup sheet. However, you do not need to sign up to 
pray – just show up. 

 We will have someone manning the south door and in the narthex (if 
you’d like to volunteer, get a hold of Deaconess, Suzanne Cooper). There will 
be “Prayer Helps” which is a packet of suggested prayers and topics of prayers. 
We will be collecting “Prayer Cards” from the congregation as well, indicating 
specific prayers people need. There will be more, too, including a list of all our 
members to be prayed for by name, a list of our governing officials, church 
leaders, and so forth. You are invited to pray as much or as little as you are 
comfortable with. 

 In addition, Suzanne (who is helping to organize the prayer vigil) will 
be at church most of, if not all of, the day to pray with those who need prayer, to 
answer questions and offer help, or whatever else we might need her for in re-
gard to prayer. Lastly, I will have established times that I will be offering Pri-
vate Absolution for those who desire it. 

 In short, mark your calendar for September 18th, a day set aside at Im-
manuel as a day for the Word of God and prayer. I encourage as many of you as 
can and are able to, to come and, as our Lord says, “keep watch” and “stay 
awake” (i.e., hold vigil – cf. Luke 21:36; Mark 13:35), making supplication for 
the saints of God and all people (cf. Ephesians 6:18; 1 Timothy 2:1). 

(You might even make it a day of prayer and fasting!) 

 

Peace be with you all. 
+Pr. Lovett 
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BOARD OF EVANGELISM 
 
 
You guide me with your counsel, and afterward you will receive me to glory. 

Psalm 73:24 
 
 

The Flesh is Weak 
 

 “As often as we are afflicted and tempted...let us stoutly resist the 
flesh when it rages and is angry.  Let us say: “Why God neglects me in this 
way, I do not know, but I have no doubts about the excellent, wise, and 
most useful plan of the Father, although the flesh does not see but murmurs 
and struggles against the Spirit” (Martin Luther). 
 
 Perhaps the most commonly remembered Bible story about the 
Lord’s ways being contrary to human will and gain is the story of Job. How 
incredibly deep is Job’s suffering! And yet, we can have comfort that God 
certainly knows what he is doing in all of our tribulations. The God who 
formed the world with His Word knows all things, even down to the minutia 
of our every day lives. He has ordained it from before time began. We who 
don’t know can always rely on He who does. Let us then leave behind our 
struggles of the flesh and fix our eyes on the Man on the cross. 
 
 In the August newsletter, I alluded to a picnic to come in Septem-
ber. However, due to our prayer vigil to happen on September 18, we will 
be postponing to October. 
 
Blessings and peace to you in our Lord Jesus Christ, 
 
Eric Stuewe 
Board of Evangelism 
 

Education is not the filling of a pail but the lighting of a fire.” 
—William Butler Yeats 
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BOARD OF PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 
 

 
Thanks for all the help from George Huenergardt and Cecil Wulf 
who have helped keep things repaired and cleaned.  
 
This month George and Cecil have repaired church pews and cleaned 
the kitchen floor.  George also tightened some door latches.  I man-
aged to glue a rocker in the nursery. 
 
As always if you see something that needs attention contact me, Kev-

in Stuewe at (316) 644-9162, George Huenergardt, Cecil Wulf, 

Elaine Todd or the church office. 

Kevin Stuewe 

Property Maintenance 

Our help — past, present and future 

 

This month, America marks the 20th anniversary of the 9/11 terrorist attacks, 
which ended almost 3,000 lives and changed life forever for millions more. 
The nation was shaken to its very roots, with violence jolting out of us any 
assumption that “it can’t happen here.” September 11 banished any lingering 
notion that being on the side of “liberty and justice for all” served as insulation 
against mass tragedy. We now had more to fear than fear itself. 

Psalm 46 reminds us that “though the earth should change” (v. 2) — as it did 
on 9/11 —God remains “our refuge and strength, a very present help in trou-
ble” (v. 1). We are never alone or without hope, even on life-altering days. 

How have God’s presence and power sustained you through life’s changes? 
How might sharing your story help someone else when their world or faith 
gets shaken?      —adapted from The Wired Word 

If you want the peace that passes understanding, you’re going to 
have to give up your right to understanding. It’s called trust.” 

—Bill Johnson 
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STEWARDSHIP UPDATE 
(All “Maturing Stewards” articles are prepared by LCMS) 

 
 

At the end of the first of his chapters on the virtue of faith in Mere Christi-
anity, C.S. Lewis provides a helpful reminder, by way of analogy, for the 
foundation of stewardship. He wrote:  
 

“Every faculty you have, your power of thinking or of mov-
ing your limbs from moment to moment, is given you by 
God. If you devoted every moment of your whole life exclu-
sively to His service you could not give Him anything that 
was not in a sense His own already. So then, when we talk of 
a man doing anything for God or giving anything to God, I 
will tell you what it is really like. It is like a small child go-
ing to its father and saying, ‘Daddy, give me sixpence to buy 
you a birthday present.’ Of course, the father does, and he is 
pleased with the child’s present. It is all very nice and prop-
er, but only an idiot would think that the father is sixpence to 
the good on the transaction. When a man has made these two 
discoveries God can really get to work. It is after this that 
real life begins. (128–129).” 

 
This is the first thing we are given to confess about stewardship, and it has 
to do with ownership. God owns everything, and we are simply managers 
– stewards – acting on His behalf. This is true not only of all that we have 
in this life (Deut. 8:17–18) but also all that we are in this life (1 Cor. 6:20).  
 
The rest flows from here. Since we are stewards, or managers, of what be-
longs to God, entrusted to make use of it according to His will, there is an 
expectation of responsibility and accountability. For the Lord said, 
“Everyone to whom much was given, of him much will be required, and 
from him to whom they entrusted much, they will demand the 
more” (Luke 12:48b). And from this comes blessing and reward: “Well 
done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will 
set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master” (Matt. 25:21).  
 
We have everything we need to support this body and life from our God’s 
fatherly divine goodness and mercy, without any merit or worthiness in us. 
We have everything we need for our spiritual life also from His merciful 
hands. On account of the sacrifice of His Son, our Lord Jesus, through the 
preaching of the gospel and the administration of the sacraments, we have 
the forgiveness of sins, eternal life, and everlasting salvation delivered to 
us with absolute certainty that it is ours – not as stewards but as sons (Gal. 
4:1–7). Let us then, as His own sons, press all that He gives to us into the 
service of His church and to His glory.  
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“I play the notes as they are written, but it is God who makes the 
music.”  —J.S. Bach 

 
August 28          5:00-7:30 pm    (see schedule above) 
August 29          9:00 am         Choir Rehearsal  (choir room) 
                            Noon             Bell Rehearsal 
September 5     8:30 am         Small Group 
                            9:00 am         Choir Rehearsal  (choir room) 
 Noon             Bell Rehearsal 
September 12    8:45 am         Choir Rehearsal ( Sanctuary) 
                            Noon             Bell Rehearsal 
September 19    8:30 am         Bell Rehearsal 
                            9:00 am        Choir Rehearsal  (choir room) 
September 26    8:45 am         Choir Rehearsal  (Sanctuary) 
                            Noon             Bell Rehearsal 

Tentative Schedule 

Musician’s “Retreat” at Immanuel 
 

Saturday, August 28, 2021 
 

5:00pm-5:45pm    Bells (Technique, assignments, etc.) 
5:45pm-6:45pm    Food and Fellowship (Please bring a side dish 
or dessert to share. Becky will provide Hog Wild.) 
6:45pm-7:30pm    Choir (Reading Session) 
 
The “retreat” is for our current musicians, former musicians, or 
anyone who would like the opportunity to experience choir or 
bells. Please RSVP to rsmusic123@gmail.com or 316-650-3600 
by Friday, August 27. 

mailto:rsmusic123@gmail.com


 

 
 

 
 

 

LWML—  Greetings, 
 
Summer is finally coming to an end.  On September 9th the 
LWML will meet at Noon for lunch and work!  We will be putting 
together the school kits with the supplies that everyone has donat-
ed.  Thanks to all.  We will see how many can go to Lutheran 
World Relief and Orphan Grain Train.   If you know of any local 
school that needs school supplies, let us know so we can donate 
the extra to them.  
  
We will be quilting on the 14th and the 28th at 9:30 am.  This will 
be the last days  we will  be quilting before LWML Sunday on 
October 3rd.  Plan to come down to church on Friday at 9:30 to 
get the quilts into the sanctuary  for Sunday.  And then on Monday 
October 4th we will need to box up the quilts going to Lutheran 
World Relief so they can be delivered to Holy Cross Tuesday 
morning.   Very busy times ahead.   
 
God Bless you  all  and  please take care around others since the 
virus is back with a vengeance.    
 
Yours in Christ Jesus, 
Phyllis Ioerger 
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Answers 
Answers to prayers come in various ways, 
sometimes in minutes, sometimes in days. 
And some take years to fully unfold 
the harvest of love and blessings they hold. 
 
Answers to prayers come in various forms, 
sometimes in sunlight, sometimes through storms. 
Some blossom early, and some blossom late, 
but each one will flower — have faith and wait! 

 

                   —Helen Inwood, His Mysterious Ways 



 

9 

As you’re enjoying the fall colors and sipping apple cider, ponder 
this saying: “Autumn shows us how beautiful it is to let things go.” 

When leaves stop producing chlorophyll, they turn vibrant shades of 
yellow, orange and red. This yearly spectacle makes way for the 
leaves to let go and fall. It also serves as a good reminder of things 
we may need to drop: clutter around the home, a desire for control, 
commitments that no longer bring joy, personal expectations that 
cause added stress, a need to always be right and so on. 

Just as the Israelites had to let go of their past as slaves in Egypt 
and Saul-turned-Paul had to abandon his persecuting ways, we, too, 
can let go of what weighs us down and gets in the way of God’s 
best for our lives. Embrace fall as a season of change and see just 
how beautiful it is to let things go!    —Janna Firestone 
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 God is way ahead of us 
Back in the 18th century, Samuel Wesley, a priest in the Church of England, 
was trying to pray. But he was being bothered by his two rambunctious boys 
who were running up and down the stairs. 
 
To get some peace he said to his boys, “Go play somewhere else. I’m trying 
to pray for a revival in the church and your noise is disturbing me.” 
 
He didn’t know at the time that his two energetic sons would become leaders 
of the reform and renewal of Christianity in England. They were John Wes-
ley, the gifted charismatic preacher, and Charles Wesley, the brilliant hymn 
writer. They are credited with helping to bring new life to Christianity in 
England. The renewal, some historians claim, may have helped to avert a rev-
olution such as the one in France in the 19th century. 
 
Imagine! As Samuel Wesley prayed, the answers to his prayers were within 
earshot. God is always ahead of us. 



 

 

 

 

Relationships....As we are coming back to school, our focus is re-
building relationships with our students. We have students who 
haven’t set foot in a school for over a year, students who have trau-
ma from the crazy of 2020,  and students who have forgotten how to 
relate to others. I have colleagues who “appear” in my classroom at 
the end of the day and don’t leave for an hour, so not only do our 
students need a “relationship reboot,” but so do the adults. So, while 
I am anxious about getting everything done, I am more apt to just sit 
and visit with someone to help that relationship grow. God gave us 
each other so that we can rely on, confide in, and rejoice with each 
other.  
 
I bring up relationships because Pastor, Kristi, Stirling and I enjoyed 
attending the 2021 Worship Conference in Topeka. We drove to-
gether for the conference and were able to engage in wonderful 
conversation. The ride to the conference was casual conversation in 
which we got to know each other just a bit more, and the ride home 
was more of a reflection of the conference. It was a blessing to hear 
their ideas about the information that was presented. 
 
The main theme was the history of the liturgy. The first keynote 
presentation was That the Holy Gospel May Have Free Course; The 
History and Theology of the Liturgy. It focused on how the Word is 
united with the music. Another main concept was that EVERY part 
of the service belongs to the entire assembly. For example, when 
the cantor is chanting, the congregation is also praying all of the in-
troit, and when the choir is singing, the congregation is also praying, 
giving thanks, or offering praise to God with the choir. The keynote 
speaker, Dr. Christopher Boyd Brown,  went through specific as-
pects of the liturgy and connected them to both to history as well as 
to other parts of the service. The 2nd keynote presentation was fo-
cused on the history of an unknown, yet important, mining town. He 
shared interesting facts about the Reformation in Joachimsthal and 
how the people of the town responded to the Reformation. He 
talked about hymn writers and theologians that were important fig-
ures from Joachimsthal. We also attended different breakout ses-
sions throughout the day in addition to praying Matins and partici-
pating in a Hymn Festival.  

 
(cont’d. on next page) 
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 YOUTH NEWS 
 

We have been having a blast studying the movie The Prince of 
Egypt. We watched it and then did a direct comparison to the 
Bible. My class is very insightful and I am so lucky to have 
them. Soon we will be continuing our Old Testament lessons, 
but we are adding a new twist. We will be discovering a FO-
CUS WORD to relate to the story and then relate it to our life. 
The goal is to be able to continue reflecting on the story as we 
go through our daily life.  
 
Relationships seem to be on the forefront of my mind lately, 
and our class has decided that we want to deepen our relation-
ship with more activities. They have brainstormed ideas to do 
with our class, congregation, and circuit churches. Our Sep-
tember activity is the annual Kansas State Fair trip. My family 
is planning to attend the fair on September 19. Contact Becky 
or Martiya by September 5 if you are interested in going with 
us. (We are looking into discount tickets.) Entire families or in-
dividuals are welcome to go. After Sunday School, we will eat a 
light lunch at the church and head to Hutchinson. We are usu-
ally home between 8:30-9:30. 
 
Yours in Christ,  
Becky 

I am so excited to get started with our regular music schedule. I 
appreciate Ron Balke’s help in getting things organized for the 
upcoming weeks. The plan is to have a small group or solo on 
the first Sunday of each month, bells on the third Sunday of the 
month, and choir  on the second and fourth Sundays. Of course, 
everything is subject to change based on people’s schedules 
and special services. Please consider sharing your gift of music 
with Immanuel. We have opportunities for vocalists, bell ringers, 
and instrumentalists. No experience is needed for the vocal choir 
and the bell choir (we will train you.) 
 
Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth; 
    break forth into joyous song and sing praises! Psalm 98:4 
 
Musically Yours in Christ, 
Becky Schmidt 
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Kid’s Page 
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THANK YOU    I would like to thank everyone for the beautiful 

cards you sent to me for my 99th birthday.  It made my day very 

special.  – Gladys Pagenkopf 

MOVING   Gladys and I will be moving to  

Assisted  Living in  Pratt,  KS  on August 

31.  We will really miss our church fami-
ly.  We have always cherished our 

church family.  God’s blessings to each 

and everyone of you.  Our new address 

will  be:  Parkwood Village, Apt. 102 – 

401 Rochester – Pratt, KS  67124.  Our 

new phone number: (620) 770-4068. 

THANK YOU  I would like to thank the 

members of Immanuel for the wonderful 

reception I received during my visit.  This 
reception made me feel like I was coming 

home.  God bless all.  Tom Anderson 

Prayer Vigil 
 

Saturday, September 18 
 

All-day 

 

8:00 am—8:00 pm 

Hello! I just wanted to thank you all for your prayers and support. There is 
no way that I could have done any of this without you by my side. As I am 
going through this transformation, I have no doubt that my faith will only 
get stronger. So, thanks again for the strong foundation. Recruit Adam 
Schmidt 
 
The following is an excerpt from another letter that I wanted to share since 
I know that many of you sent birthday wishes. I would like to reiterate 
thank you for all the support that our entire family is receiving. We are 
blessed to have such a wonderful church family. Becky Schmidt 
 
Dear Family, I am writing a mass letter to answer you all to save time. 

Thanks for all the birthday wishes  . We have Sunday "off days" where 
we go to church then drill. There is a Lutheran service available. Adam 

THANK YOU   My friends at Immanuel – Thank you for all the 

birthday cards and for joining my family in my birthday celebra-

tion.  You helped make it a very special day.  I am just an ordinary 
man, but I am blessed beyond measure. – Cecil Wulf 
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                                                           DATE           
YEARS     

James & Krista Wright  9/13  13 
Joe & Karen Doubrava  9/23    9 

Frank Sandifer                    9/1   “90” 
Sue Hoger 9/2 
Wilma Gunther 9/4 
Sarah Lovett 9/14 
Lorna Hohman                   9/16   “95” 
Trey Dafforn 9/20 
John Lewallen 9/22 
Darlene Kraus 9/28 
Gretchen Cox 9/30 

Properly  understood and applied [prayer] is the most potent instrument of 
action. 
                                                                                       —Mahatma Gandhi  

Cecil Wulf's "80th surprise birthday party at 
Immanuel.  Daughters, Laura, Beth and great 
granddaughter. 
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