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by Pastor Mark Lovett 

 

Dear Saints and Friends of Immanuel, 
 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and from our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who is Himself our strength against temptation and our deliverer 
from the evil one. 

 This is the sixth installment of our walk through the Lord’s Pray-
er, so naturally we’ll be looking at the Sixth Petition: “And lead us not 
into temptation.” 

What does this mean? God tempts no one. We pray in this 
petition that God would guard and keep us so that the devil, 
the world, and our sinful nature may not deceive us or mis-
lead us into false belief, despair, and other great shame and 
vice. Although we are attacked by these things, we pray that 
we may finally overcome them and win the victory. 

 We all suffer many temptations. Daily. Even hourly. We are 
tempted by our flesh, by the world, and by the evil one and his demons. 
Such thinking can drive us to despair, thinking, how can I possibly stand 
up to temptations and not fall? How can I remain faithful? I find myself 
falling all the time; giving in to so many of the temptations that come my 
way. We are in engaged in warfare, that is for sure. And the war waged is 
for our very lives (remember, the word “life” is epistemologically united 
to the word “soul” so that the two can be used interchangeably). 

 The first thing to remember is that Christ, the very Son of God, 
died for you, cancelling your sins by nailing them to the cross (cf. Colos-
sians 2:14). So that if the Son sets you free from your sins, you are free 
indeed (John 8:36). And sin is not just acts of omission or commission – 
things not done that ought to have been done, or things that ought not 
have been done that were done – but sin (original sin) is being without 
fear or love for God, being something other than what He created. So we 
are born in sin; not actions (moral failings) but as a condition of being 
the progeny of Adam who by his transgression caused all creation to fall 
from its original condition of “very good” to wicked and perverse (cf. 
Romans 1). 

 So the Lord Jesus didn’t simply die for your sins of omission or 
commission (as if that would be “simple”!) but His death is the death of 
sinful flesh, sinful man; it is the death of the image of sin. So St. Paul 
says that we have died with Him through Baptism, our old self being cru-
cified with Him in order that the body of sin might be brought to nothing, 
so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin (Romans 6:6). In Christ, 
you are free! 

  (cont’d. on next page) 
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      This initial thought and godly meditation – that the Lord Jesus 
died for you, cancelling your “body of sin” – is the first defense against 
the despair we feel over our sins and our seemingly hopeless condition 
of falling again and again into temptation. 

 Secondly, we must learn to give thanks to God our Father for all 
things. For those things that seem pleasing to us as well as those things 
that seem to be against us. Giving thanks is a bulwark against that high-
est and most vile of sins, pride. So the Apostle writes, “What do you 
have that you did not receive? So why do you boast as if you earned 
it?” (1 Corinthians 4:7). Everywhere the Lord and His apostles tell us to 
give thanks to God for all things. When we give thanks our hearts open 
and we take our rightful place as those whom God loves and cares for. 
Humility begins to take root and grow. Practice by giving thanks for that 
which seems good to you: house and home, husband or wife, children, 
and all you have. But grow, then, too, to give thanks for that which 
seems to hurt you, for these too are given by God for your good, to in-
crease your strength of faith in Him who judges justly. 

 In fact, it is precisely faith that gives thanks! So as the prophet 
Job says, “Shall we receive good from God and not receive evil?” (Job 
2:10). This is hard, to be sure, but the narrow way is not the easy path of 
destruction but the difficult way of life. It is difficult because it forces 
the subduing of the flesh, which goes against the desires of the flesh. 
Again St. Paul writes, “The desires of the flesh are against the Spirit and 
the desires of the Spirit are against the flesh.” So let us walk in the Spirit 
and put to death the desires (and deeds!) of the flesh (Galatians 5:7, 17). 

 So think on things above – the Lord Jesus Christ and His victory 
over sin and death – and give thanks for all things and you will withstand 
the temptations that come your way. For the flesh will decrease as Christ 
increases in your heart, and the world will loose its allurement as you 
give thanks for all our heavenly Father gives you, and the devil and his 
demons will be set to rout as St. James writes, “Submit yourselves there-
fore to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you” (James 4:17; cf. 
1 Peter 5:9). 

 Our Lord Jesus says that temptations are sure to come, so we 
needn’t think that – we mustn’t think – that we will not be tempted or 
that in being tempted we have sinned. Knowing that they are sure to 
come, and come often, we also know how to arm ourselves for the fight. 
We arm ourselves by faith, which is to think on the Lord Jesus and give 
thanks to God for all things, these are the weapons of the Spirit by which 
the fiery darts of the evil one are quenched. 

 May the Lord grant us His Holy Spirit that we may always give 
thanks, always rejoice in the Lord, and always pray for the kingdom of 
heaven to come among us as we look forward to our adoptions as sons, 
the redemption of our bodies (Romans 8:23). 
 
Peace be with you all. 
+Pastor Lovett 
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PRESIDENT’S COMMENTS 
 

At the July 13th  Administrative Council meeting, discussion was held 

regarding the new vestments and chancel paraments.  There was con-

cern expressed about the quality of the materials and how we will pro-

ceed with the purchase of the other church year colors.  It was decided 

that the Elders will take-up the discussion in their meeting and bring it 

back to the Council at a later date.  The funds for the purchase of the 

vestments and paraments have been provided through contributions 

specifically for that purpose. 

 

The July meeting was the first meeting in quite a few years where we 

have Chairmen of all the boards present, with the exception of the 

Board of Youth.  We thank all the people who have come forward to 

fill these positions. 

 

The Board of Elders have reported that they are in discussion of initiat-

ing several ideas to provide more fellowship for our congregation. They 

are also working to find more people to serve as ushers. 

 

We have been awaiting a call from the company representing the Mary 

Miller memorial that made Immanuel Church part owners of an oil 

well.  There are many questions to be answered before we will fully 

understand the full details that we can report to the congregation. 

 

Our next meeting will be 3rd of August. 

 

George Huenergardt 

To gather with God's people in united adoration of the Father 
is as necessary to the Christian life as prayer.  —Martin Luther 

https://www.azquotes.com/quote/180805
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/180805
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BOARD OF PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 
 

 
The new water fountain has finally been installed in 

the downstairs hallway. 
Within the process of installing a new isolation water 

valve in the water fountain, a water supply valve for the 
church became stuck shut prompting a need for a new water 
supply valve to be installed.  

Peeling paint was noticed in the Sacristy stairwell. 
After further investigation, a roofer is scheduled to repair the 
leak in this area. 

George Huenergardt repaired the door latch into the 
choir room in the undercroft. 

Thank you to everyone for helping in maintaining our 

facility. If you see something that needs attention, you can 

contact me Kevin Stuewe (316)644-9162, Cecil Wulf, 

George Huenergardt, Elaine Todd, or the church office. 

Kevin Stuewe, Chairman 
Board of Property Maintenance 

The Plaque has been in-
stalled in the fellowship 
hall beside the water 
fountain that was donated 
with funds from Joanne 
Husman.     Thank      you 
George  Huenergardt  for 
arranging, ordering and 
installing it! Also thank 
you  to  the  Joanne   
Husman family for their 
generous donation in 
honor of their Mother! 
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BOARD OF EVANGELISM 
 
When God Speaks 
He spoke, and it came to be; He commanded, and it stood firm. Psalm 33:9 
 

Martin Luther   writes: 
“God does not have a mouth or a tongue, since He is a Spirit, though Scrip-
ture speaks of the mouth and tongue of God: ‘He spoke, and it came to 
be.’ (Ps 33:9)...That is a different language from ours. When the sun rises, 
when the sun sets, God speaks. When the fruits grow in size, when human 
beings are born, God speaks. Accordingly the words of God are not empty 
air, but things very great and wonderful, which we see with our eyes and 
feel with our hands.” 
 
How marvelous is our God! Jesus talked about the tongue being a two-
edged sword. And indeed, we can do much harm or indeed much good with 
what we say to one another. But our Lord speaks, and all of creation comes 
into being. He speaks, and a new life begins. Nobody heard the voice in the 
beginning, nor even now, for He is a mystery to us; but we see all His crea-
tion and wonders before our eyes, and touch them with our hands. 
 

As we join together at Immanuel this month, we will be enjoying a recep-
tion on August 1 to welcome and fellowship with Clara Gamon, who con-
fessed her faith and was welcomed into our membership on July 18. Please 
come say hello and meet her. Additionally, look for word in September’s 
newsletter for a church picnic. 
 

God’s peace to you! 
 

Respectfully, 
Eric Stuewe 
Board of Evangelism 

Lord, walk beside me with your arm over my shoulder and your hand 
over my mouth. .—Anonymous   
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STEWARDSHIP UPDATE 
(All “Maturing Stewards” articles are prepared by LCMS) 

 
When it comes to stewardship, a favorite Bible verse is the account of the wid-
ow’s mite (Luke 21:1–4). It’s a moving account. Our Lord praises the seemingly 
small gift of two copper coins given by a poor widow above the abundance of 
gifts given by the rich, saying, “Truly, I tell you, this poor widow has put in more 
than all of them” (Luke 21:3). And that is usually where we stop. But the text goes 
on. “For they all contributed out of their abundance, but she out of her poverty put 
in all she had to live on” (Luke 21:4). 
     “She … put in all she had to live on.” She gave everything. She held nothing 
back. She trusted that the Lord who made her and all creatures; who gave her eve-
rything she had; who redeemed her from her own sin, from death, and the power 
of the devil; who called her by the gospel and enlightened her with His gifts of 
Word and Sacrament; would continue to do this. He would provide her with all 
that she needed for this body and life because that is the character of the God she 
had. 
     But this is not why we give small gifts. Her gift, though it appeared small, was 
actually large. When we are tempted to give small gifts, it is precisely because we 
want them to be small! We don’t trust the Lord to provide for us. We give small 
gifts because we lack faith in the One who created us, redeemed us, sanctifies and 
keeps us in the one true faith. We give small gifts because we doubt that God will 
really give us what we need and desire. We give small gifts because we are not 
content with what God has already given.  
     We are not slaves, children of the slave woman, under the Old Covenant 
(Galatians 4). We are adopted sons of the free woman. And since we are sons, we 
are also heirs. And heirs receive the inheritance. For everything is already ours in 
Christ. And thus, moved by the willing spirit of adoption, we do the will of God in 
financial matters far beyond all that done by those under the Old Covenant who 
were forced by legal demands.  
     So, what have you decided to give? How do I decide what to give? Let the 
Scriptures be your guide. 
     We are to give proportionally to what we have received from God’s giving to 
us (Luke 12:48; 1 Corinthians 16:1–2, 2 Corinthians 8:12). But you have not been 
set free to give nothing. See that you excel in the grace of giving (2 Corinthians 
8:7)!  
     We are not free to live selfishly outside the Gospel, without regard for God 
who gives us all good gifts, without generosity for our neighbor who needs us and 
our gifts, without supporting the community of faith in which we live, without 
care for our spiritual fathers and those who teach and help raise our children in the 
faith, and without resources for the poor and needy. 
     In short, we are not free to live unto ourselves, hoarding what God has given us 
only for us. For love is the fulfillment of the law (Romans 13:10). And the sum of 
the law is this: Love God and love your neighbor (Matthew 22:34–40). We love 
because He first loved us. We give because He has given to us.  
     Luther once said, “Possessions belong in your hands, not in your heart” (LW 
14:240). There is a reason your 10 fingers spread apart. With your hands you catch 
God’s gifts for what you need and let the rest fall through your fingers to your 
neighbors – your family, your friends, your community, your church. 
 

 



 

 
 

 
 

 

LWML—  Greetings, 
 
Well, the last two quilting days were not that productive for 
quilts.  One Tuesday, due to travel and aches and pains, there were 
not enough ladies to quilt---but we did do cleaning and organizing 
downstairs.  Last Tuesday we were combining quilting and 
LWML---until we found out there was no water in the 
church.  Since we were planning to celebrate July birthdays, we 
decided to just meet for lunch.  Thanks to Brenda, who supplied 
the meal, we were able to celebrate with Pastor and Kristi*, Jean 
and Paul, Marilyn, Alice and Gladys*, Alice Wyssman, Brenda, 
Darlene, Phyllis J*, Pat* and Phyllis I*.  (* denotes people with 
July birthdays). 
 
Hopefully we will be more productive in August.  We will meet 
for quilting on Aug. 10th and 24th and LWML on August 12th.   
 
We are again collecting school supplies this year.  There will be a 
table in the fellowship hall for you to put any supplies you are able 
to provide.  Flyers are posted around the church with items need-
ed.  Thanks for any help you can give. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
Phyllis Ioerger 
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ONLY ONE ANSWER 
 

Having a happy time? 
Praise God. 

Life getting difficult? 
Seek God. 

Having a quiet moment? 
Worship God. 

Suffering great pain? 
Trust God. 

Puzzled about what to do? 
Ask God. 

Overwhelmed with joy? 
Thank God. 
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        THE POWER OF LISTENING 
 

“The most basic and powerful way to connect to another person is 
to listen,” says Dr. Rachel Naomi Remen, author and integrative 
medicine professor. “Perhaps the most important thing we ever give 
each other is our attention.” 

Twice in Mark 4, while teaching, Jesus urges, “Let anyone with ears 
to hear listen” (verses 9 & 23, NRSV). One way we show what Jesus 
means to us is by truly listening to his word — not just hearing 
sounds but being attentive and intentional. Likewise, one way we 
love and serve others is by respectfully listening to them: not as-
suming we know what they feel or mean or will say; not planning 
what to say even as they’re still speaking, but listening deeply to 
learn about them and their experience. 

We often think living our faith calls for great accomplishments or 
worldwide reach. But Remen says, “A loving silence often has … 
power to heal and to connect.” Don’t underestimate something as 
basic and doable as listening as a way to practice Christlike love. 

CHURCH   HYMNS   FOR   EVERY   PROFESSION 

 

The Dentist Crown him with Many Crowns 

The Weatherman There Shall Be Showers of Blessings 

The Contractor The Church’s One Foundation 

The Tailor Holy, Holy, Holy 

The Golfer There’s a Green Hill Far Away 

The Politician Standing on the Promises 

The Optometrist Open My Eyes That I Might See 

The IRS Agent I Surrender All 

The Gossip Pass It On 

The Electrician Send The Light 

The Shopper Sweet By and By 

The Realtor I’ve Got a Mansion, Just Over the Hilltop 

The Massage Therapist He Touched Me 

The Doctor The Great Physician 



 

So many words are going 
through my mind this 
month. Pride, strength, de-
termination, diligence, and 
the list goes on. BUT, the 
word that keeps coming 

back to my mind is GRATITUDE. During my runs, I like to have a 
chat with God and thank Him for the little things in life as well as the 
big things. When I got to F (I pray the alphabet on long runs,) I 
thanked him for food, frogs, “frosties” from Wendy’s, friends, fellow-
ship, and family. I thank God for my FAMILY. Family includes bio-
logical, marital, spiritual, and work relationships. I appreciate YOU, 
Immanuel Lutheran Church members, visitors, and friends. Thank 
you for the support you give each other and the service you give to 
God.  
      Adam was planning on writing something up for the newsletter 
before he left, but then he got called out early and it didn’t get done. 
He told me to tell you all “thank you for the prayers and encourage-
ment that you have given me and will continue to do so.”  
      I have learned so much through this past year. A few things that I 
have learned about the music at church is that I like to have practic-
es in the Sanctuary. It helps us with balance and knowing what it is 
going to sound like in a room with amazing acoustics. I learned that 
it is really fun to change sounds during a song, which I can do easi-
er now that we have more presets available on the organ. I have 
also learned about the “intensity” that the organ can make now that 
we can put certain sounds together because of the work done on 
the pipes. I have learned that the musicians appreciate a little time 
between rehearsal and service to prepare mentally and physically 
for service and that they like having a “Happy Saturday text” to let 
them know what is going on the following day.  I have learned that 
we have an amazingly talented and flexible group of musicians here 
at Immanuel. Oh wait, I knew that already, but they have stepped up 
their game by leading service in smaller groups with a really weird 
schedule. 
      I imagine that being an “empty nester,” I will be able to plan mu-
sic a little more strategically this year. I will have more evenings free 
to be able to organize and communicate with people more efficient-
ly. I would like to invite our organists to contact me if they are inter-
ested in playing for an entire service or for part of the service. I 
know we have several people in our midst who would like to serve 
in this manner. The current plan is to have a small group sing the 
1st Sundays of the month, choir on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of the 
month, and bells on the 3rd Sunday. 
 

Musically Yours in Christ, 
Becky 

(cont’d. on next page) 
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Musician’s “Retreat” at Immanuel 
Saturday, August 28, 2021 
5:00pm-5:45pm Bells (Technique, assignments, etc.) 
5:45pm-6:45pm Food and Fellowship (Please bring a side 
dish or dessert to share. Becky will provide Hog Wild.) 
6:45pm-7:30pm Choir (Reading Session) 
 
The “retreat” is for our current musicians, former musicians, 
or anyone who would like the opportunity to experience 
choir or bells. 
 

2021 Worship Conference 

Saturday, August 21 

9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

St. John’s Ev. Lutheran Church  

901 SW Fillmore, Topeka, KS 

Cost: $20, lunch included 
 

St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church in Topeka, KS, is host-
ing its fifth annual Worship Conference to provide continuing 
education and conversation for pastors, church musicians, and 
congregation members interested in the song and worship of 
the Church. 

The keynote speaker for this year’s conference is Rev. Dr. 
Christopher Boyd Brown from Boston University School of The-
ology, where he serves as the Associate Professor of Church 
History. He is the author of Singing the Gospel: Lutheran 
Hymns and the Success of the Reformation and serves with 
Rev. Dr. Benjamin T.D. Mayes as general editor of the Ameri-
can Edition of Luther's Works (Concordia Publishing House). He 
holds degrees in History & Literature (A.B.) and History (A.M., 
Ph.D.) from Harvard, as well as an M.Div. from Concordia 
Seminary, St. Louis. 

We can use the Mary Miller Memorial Fund to pay the registra-
tion for those who would like to attend. Let me know if you are 
interested in attending this conference and we can work out 
the details. Below is the link for more information. 

https://stjohnlcmstopeka.org/learning/worshipconf/ 

 

https://stjohnlcmstopeka.org/learning/worshipconf/
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AUGUST SUMMER WORD SEARCH 
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Kid’s Page 
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Musician’s “Retreat” at Immanuel 
Saturday, August 28, 2021 

5:00pm-5:45 pm Bells (Technique, assignments, etc.) 
5:45pm-6:45 pm Food and Fellowship (Please bring a side    
       dish or dessert to share. Becky will provide Hog Wild.) 
6:45pm-7:30 pm Choir (Reading Session) 
 
The “retreat” is for our current musicians, former musi-
cians, or anyone who would like the opportunity to experi-
ence choir or bells. 

Thank you for the cards and kind expressions 
of sympathy to me and my family upon the 
passing of my mother, Rose.  They will always 
be remembered and treasured in my heart along 
with the memories of her.  Karen Bitner 

I want to thank you for all your 
sympathy and kindness during this 
difficult time.  Your cards, prayers 
and calls have been very supportive 
and comforting.  Wilma Gunther 

THANK YOU   Thank 

you for all the beautiful 

birthday cards and 
birthdays wishes.  You 

made the day even 

more special.  Thanks 

– Phyllis Jenish  

Jean Marie Stever and Paul Albert 
Ruedi invite you to join them in cele-
bration of their marriage on July 31, 
at 2:00 p.m., First Trinity Lutheran 
Church, Bloomfield, Nebraska.  The 
wedding will be live on the internet 
under:  fb.me/e/8n1DUxS or First 
Trinity facebook page under events.  
No presents please. 
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Jake Lewallen 8/5 
Joyce Stuewe 8/6 
Adam Schmidt 8/7  
Cecil Wulf 8/8 
Kristopher Lovett 8/11 
Clara Gamon 8/12 
Terry Vaughn 8/17 
Bud Hermann                8/19   “90” 
Carol Leach 8/22 
Heide Bryan 8/24 
Ken Wabel 8/25 
Virginia Sandifer 8/31 
 

                                                           DATE           YEARS     
Andrew & Martiya Stuewe    8/9   2 
Marty & Gretchen Cox    8/19 15 
Harvey & Eileen May    8/24   8 
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