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by Pastor Mark Lovett 

 

Dear Saints and Friends of Immanuel, 
 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and from our Lord Jesus 
Christ, through whom we receive all good for this life and for eternal life. 
 
 This is the fourth installment of our walk through the Lord’s Prayer, 
so naturally we’ll be looking at the Fourth Petition: “Give us this day our 
daily bread.” 
 
What does this mean? God gives daily bread to all people, even to all evil 
people; but we pray in this petition that He would lead us to realize this and 
to receive our daily bread with thanksgiving.” 
 
What is meant by Daily Bread? Daily bread includes everything that has 
to do with the support and needs of the body, such as food, drink, 
clothing, shoes, house, home, land, animals, money, goods, a devout 
husband or wife, devout children, devout workers, devout and faithful 
rulers, good government, good weather, peace, health, self-control, 
good reputation, good friends, faithful neighbors, and the like. 
 
 The Lord tells us, “Seek first the kingdom of God and all these 
things shall be added unto you” (Matthew 6::33). Our heavenly Father prom-
ises to care for our bodies, which are more loved than all other creatures. 
“Look at the birds of the air,” the Lord says, “they neither sow nor reap nor 
gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of 
more value than they?” (6:26). 
 
 But we are tempted to think that we work for our daily bread. After 
all, it is written, “If anyone is not willing to work, let him not eat” (2 Thessa-
lonians 3:10), and in Genesis we hear the Lord’s curse on Man, “cursed is 
the ground because of you; in pain you shall eat of it all the days of your life; 
thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you; and you shall eat the plants of 
the field. By the sweat of your face you shall eat bread” (3:17-18). But we 
don’t work for our daily bread any more than the flowers toil or spin for 
their arraignment. The Lord provides. 
 
 The apostle warns that those unwilling to work give way to gossip 
and busy-bodies, those who meddle in the affairs of others, stirring up trou-
ble, especially in the congregation. He’s not talking about those who have no 
job, but those who do no work for the congregation, caring nothing for the 
Body of Christ but rather choosing to ignore the needs of others but are the 
“waterless clouds” St. Jude speaks of (Jude 12). 
 

 (cont’d. on next page) 
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           We work because our neighbor needs our work. So we don’t 
work for reward, we work out of love, else we have our reward. Those 
who work, merely for daily bread (be it little or much) work wrongly, to 
spend in on their passions, so they will hear from the King, “Depart from 
Me, for I was hungry and you gave Me no food, I was thirsty and you 
gave Me no drink, I was naked and cold and you did not clothe Me. I was 
in prison and you did not visit Me.” Those who work for the sake of their 
neighbor (be it your spouse, children, or whomever). 
 
 And we sweat while doing it. It’s hard work. (That does not 
mean it’s not rewarding, of course.) We sweat and labor under difficult 
work because of the curse sin and death brought on creation. Sometimes 
our work even costs us our lives, such a soldier or coal miner or police 
  
 And we sweat while doing it. It’s hard work. (That does not 
mean it’s not rewarding, of course.) We sweat and labor under difficult 
work because of the curse sin and death brought on creation. Sometimes 
our work even costs us our lives, such a soldier or coal miner or police 
officer. Other work is not as physically dangerous but may cost us much 
in the way of mental tiredness or emotional stress and pain, such as so-
cial work or defense lawyers. Of course, there is also the work we under-
take as dads and moms, sons and daughters, husbands and wives, and 
this work, too, is done out of love for others and is often by the sweat of 
our brow as we die to self, subduing our own passions, for the sake of the 
other. 
 
 By none of this, however, do we earn our daily bread. Daily 
bread is a promised gift, promised by God in Paradise and reaffirmed by 
the Lord who says, “Your heavenly Father knows that you need them all. 
But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these 
things shall be added unto you” (Matthew 6:32-33). 
 
 There is another aspect to this Fourth Petition as well. That is 
that our true daily bread is the Lord Jesus Himself who is the Bread of 
Heaven and by whom our hunger is truly satisfied. That is partly why we 
pray the Our Father at the Holy Communion: we are asking for both bod-
ily and eternal bread, asking the Father in the name of the Son who 
promises us the Spirit. For man shall not live by bread alone but by every 
word that proceeds from the mouth of God (Matthew 4:4). In fact, the 
daily bread for the body is far less important than the daily bread of eter-
nal life, which, in turn sustains the body and soul unto live everlasting! 
 
 Give us this day our daily bread, indeed! 
 
Peace be with you all. 
+Pastor Lovett 

“Dad: a son’s first hero, a daughter’s first love.” —Unknown  
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BOARD OF STEWARDSHIP  
 

 

Two Aspects of Giving 
 
 

God’s Encouragement.  When Christ talked about generosity, He 
encouraged His followers saying, “Give, and it will be given to you.  
They will pour into our lap a good measure—pressed down, shaken 
together, and running over.  For by your standard of measure, it will 
be measured to you in return” (Luke 6:38).  What we do with our 
money determines what we receive.  Either we rely upon ourselves 
to whatever we can, or we give as God directs and receive what He 
generously provides.  The Lord not only owns everything, but He 
also has complete control of it and can direct it to us if He chooses.  
If we give to Him as He desires, He will reward us for our obedi-
ence. 
 
 
God’s Warning.  But those who want to get rich fall into temptation 
and a snare and many foolish and harmful desires which plunge men 
into ruin and destruction.  For the love of money is a root of all sorts 
of evil, and some by longing for it have wandered away from the 
faith and pierce themselves with many griefs”  (1Tim. 6:9-10).  
Money can be a dangerous item when it’s not under God’s control 
and in keeping with His will and purpose.  Instead of longing for 
riches and falling into temptations and snares, the Lord says, “Flee 
from these things, you man of God, and pursue righteousness, godli-
ness, faith, love, perseverance, and gentleness (v. 11). 
 
 
Bob Todd, Chairman 
Board of Stewardship  

“Dads are most ordinary men turned by love into heroes, adventurers, 
storytellers and singers of song.”  —Pam Brown 
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     See light, be light 
 
In January 2021, National Youth Poet Laureate 
Amanda Gorman presented her poem “The Hill 
We Climb” at the presidential inauguration. The 
final lines read: “For there is always light, / if on-
ly we’re brave enough to see it. / If only we’re brave enough to be it.” 
     How often we long for light! In recent years we’ve agonized amid 
pandemic, angry politics and new awareness of racism. Some have 
suffered deep sorrow. But Jesus says, “I am the light of the 
world” (John 8:12) and invites us to turn to him. God is always bring-
ing light into darkness, through helpers, healers, peacemakers, 
friends. Sometimes bravery is required to turn our focus from the 
negative to the positive — to see the light of God. 
     Jesus also says, “You are the light of the world” (Matthew 5:14, 

emphasis added) and calls us to brighten the gloom. That requires 

bravery, as Gorman notes, but as Christians we’re urged to look for 

light not just to make our own lives better but to shine into others’ 

lives too. The Holy Spirit gives us the needed courage — to 

both see and be light. 

BOARD OF PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 
 
Thanks for the help from George Huenergardt, and Cecil Wulf. We switched 
the church ventilation over to cooling. I continue to adjust temperatures and 
settings. Please let me know if you feel it is too warm or too cold.   
 
Eric and I changed the light bulbs in the fellowship hall to a higher wattage, 
more efficient, LED bulb.   
 
A special thank you to Cecil Wulf who volunteered to clean the carpet in sever-
al parts of the church.   
 
The church yard is green and growing and the church mowing brigade is in full 
swing. Thank you to the volunteers for their time and labor. Also thank you to 
the ladies who continue to keep the church courtyard and other beds blooming 
and beautiful! 
 
I have installed a new water fountain in the fellowship hall. Funds from the 
memorial of Joanne Husman were used to purchase it. A plaque will be placed 
above the fountain. Other water fountains will be coming both upstairs and in 
the undercroft. 
 
Freedom Pest Control has also started their summer monthly treatments As 
always if you see something that needs attention contact me, George Huener-
gardt, Cecil Wulf, Elaine Todd, Eric Stuewe or the Church office.  
 
Thanks, 
 

 Kevin Stuewe 
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BOARD OF EVANGELISM 
 

                                       Love Means Serving 
 
Love is a physical act for most people today. Our economy sells it's 
merchandise preying on the concept of love. But it takes little deep 
thought to realize it's superficiality--most people are not fooled for 
long. 
 
No, we are much more. We can be the most talented people that God 
has made filled with the gifts of apostles, prophets, and teachers, but 
we do not use those gifts to those who are hungry, dying, cold, thirsty, 
orphaned or, are in need in other ways. In short, if we do not love--all 
those gifts are for nothing. Love is serving. 
 
I would like to give an example of this love by showing love through 
the organization of Orphan Grain Train. Just for the month of April 
from about 4 locations out of 28 nationwide, we have been able to ship 
to a Rehab location in Lithuania. An orphanage in India. United States 
needs went to a Children's Ranch in Texas--Native American Associa-
tion in South Dakota. where they distribute to 2 states as needed--also 
a mission in El Paso, Texas.  12 bunkers for homeless, along with 
meals served daily in Lincoln, Nebraska--and supplies for flood vic-
tims in Caldwell, Ohio.  Another location has been opened in Houston, 
Texas. 
 
Wichita has just sent supplies to a new location in Latvia in the month 
of May. That clears our floor space that is needed to expand, or organ-
ize our space a little better because the quantity of items coming in. 
Volunteers are always needed along with laundry soap, packaging 
tape, or money to help with supplies. Things needed for now are infant 
sleepers 6-9 months and workers for Saturday 9-3 or whatever hours 
you can put in. There is no time set in stone. And for the individuals 
that have donated time or supplies, I thank you. 
 
Congratulations to Joshua Lovett who is graduating from high school 
and Ryan Loesing graduating from Texas A&M. God's blessings to 
Brenae Ard & Eric Stuewe on their new life together. 
 
Jean Stever 
Evangelism 
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STEWARDSHIP UPDATE 
(All “Maturing Stewards” articles are prepared by LCMS) 

 
“There are three conversions necessary to every man: the head, the heart, 
and the purse.” Attributed to Luther, though yet to be located in his vast 
writings, this statement echoes what Jesus taught about hearts and treas-
ures. He said, “For where your treasure is, there will your heart be al-
so.” (Matthew 6:21; Luke 12:34) 
 
But which conversion comes first? I submit that the order is this: first the 
head, then the purse, then the heart. Let’s explore this topic. 
 
Our Lord Jesus Christ dwelt among us to save us. He took on our flesh, 
fulfilled the demands of the law in our place, became sin for us, and suf-
fered torture and death on our behalf. He did this in order that we would be 
free from sin, death, and hell. He gives us what He accomplished through 
Baptism, Absolution, and the Lord’s Supper. And so, He doesn’t just do it 
for us but gives it to us. He makes what He did ours by making us His. 
Thus, we are called by His name: Christians. We have a new life in Him.  
 
Through the preaching of Law and Gospel, God grants us repentance, a 
changing of our minds. It is a conversion of the mind. We are called to 
turn away from our sins and turn toward Him for forgiveness, life, and 
salvation. For when God calls us away from something, He is, at the same 
time, calling us to something. 
 
And thus, He calls us to a new life, with new deeds. This is the conversion 
of the purse. Jesus said that “it is easier for a camel to enter through the 
eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter the kingdom of 
God.” (Matthew 19:24) “For where your treasure is, there will your heart 
be also.” Notice that our hearts follow our treasures, not the other way 
around. As Christians, God calls us to invest our treasures in His Kingdom 
to ensure that the gospel is preached and the sacraments are administered. 
He calls us to share all good things with the one who teaches us the doc-
trines of Christ. He calls us to be generous in giving to the church, for it is 
more blessed to give than to receive.  
 
So where is your treasure? If it is not invested in the kingdom of God, then 
the only response is repentance – a conversion of the heart – and to begin 
doing just that. And as our Lord promised, where your treasure is there 
your heart will be also.  

“Courage is what it takes to stand up and speak. Courage is also 
what it takes to sit down and listen.”  —Winston Churchill 



 

8 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Here comes summer and usually I am pleading for people to help with 
special music. Well, I still am, but the choir has volunteered to keep 
singing through June. Bells have decided to take off until late summer 
or early fall.  
 
May the Lord bless you all through these summer months.  
 
May He keep you safe with travels and all that you do. 
 

Musically Yours in Christ, 
Becky 
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Tentative Music Schedule 

 
 

June 6 

     8:45 am Choir 
 

June 13 

     8:45 am Choir (singing today) 
 

June 20 

     8:45 am Choir 
 

June 27 
     8:45 am Choir (singing today)  

No boundaries 
 

Love is a commitment to seek the good and to work for the 
good and welfare of others. It doesn’t stop at our front door 
or our neighborhood, our religion or race, or our state’s or 
[our] country’s border. This is one great fellowship of love 
throughout the whole wide earth, as the hymn goes. It often 
calls us to step outside of what we thought our boundaries 
were, or what others expect of us. It calls for us to sacrifice, 
not because doing so feels good, but because it’s the right 
thing to do.  —Bishop Michael Curry, Love Is the Way 



 

 
 

 
 

 

LWML—  Greetings, 
 

The ladies of the LWML want to thank all the members of Imman-
uel who donated Socks and Soap to our Lenten project.  There 
were 98 bars of soap and 102 pairs of socks donated.  They were 
divided in half and taken to the Orphan Grain Train and the Union 
Rescue Mission.  Thank you all so very much.  You always come 
through to help others. 
 
Our next meeting is planned for June 10th at noon.  We will be 
quilting on June 8 and June 22 at 9:30 am.  If anyone would like to 
cut out quilt blocks, please see one of the LWML ladies and we 
will get you started.   
 
Have a great summer, and enjoy the return to normal all around 
us.  God Bless each and every one. 
 
Phyllis Ioerger 
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WORD SEARCH 
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By the time a man realizes that maybe his father was right, he 
usually has a son who thinks he's wrong.  - Charles Wadsworth 
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Kid’s Page 
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Official Acts during MAY, 2021 
 

Wedding:   Brenae Ard and Eric Stuewe were joined together in Holy  
                    Matrimony on May 22, 2021. 

 

Baptism:  Silas Matthew Carpenter was baptized on May 9, 2021. 
                  Parents are Mike and Sarah Carpenter, big brothers are 
                  Nathaniel and Malachi. 
                  Lilly Awtrey was baptized on May 30,2021.  Her parents are 
                  Austin Awtrey and Clara Gamon, and older sister, Laila. 

Starting Monday 
May 17th  

Vera Vaughn 
 

will be celebrating her 
 

“101st” 
 

birthday on June 12th 
 

Cards may be sent to: 
 

120 N Greenwich Rd 
Wichita, KS  67206 

FYI—Immanuel will not be 
having their garage sale this 
year. 
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Bethany Dafforn 6/6 
Kathy Loesing  6/7 
Martha Jones  6/8 
Dallas Jones  6/12 
Vera Vaughn  6/12   “101” 
Mike DeLapp  6/16 
Jackson Lewallen 6/19 
Nathaniel Snyder 6/21 
Elaine Todd  6/21 
Joe Doubrava  6/24 
Karen Bitner  6/26 
Austin Awtrey  6/28 

                                                        DATE            YEARS 
Tom & Peg Clark  6/2  31 
Gary & Karen Woodward  6/3  28 
Pastor Al & Sue Hoger  6/7  48 
Pastor Mark & Kristi Lovett  6/9  20 
Dan & Tracee Snyder  6/9  37 
Dallas & Martha Jones  6/14  36 
Kevin & Joyce Stuewe  6/20  34 
George & Jane Huenergardt  6/22  58 
Ken & Linda Wabel  6/22  36

“For Father’s Day I going to give my Dad  
one hour of free tech support.” 
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