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PASTOR’S PEN
by Pastor Mark Lovett
Beloved in the Lord,

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and from our Lord Jesus
Christ, whom the Father sent to us in former times to be our Savior, Redeemer, and Messenger of His will.
This month we take up the third petition of the Lord’s Prayer: “Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven.”
What does this mean? The good and gracious will of God is don’t even without our prayer, but we pray in this petition that it may be done
among us also.
How is God’s will done? God’s will is done when He breaks and hinders
every evil plan and purpose of the devil, the world, and our sinful
nature, which do not want us to hallow His name or let His kingdom
come; and when He strengthens and keeps us firm in His Word and
faith until we die. This is His good and gracious will.
If it doesn’t already, perhaps the one part of Scripture that ought to
fill out minds when we pray this petition is when our Lord is in the Garden
of Gethsemane, praying that the cup be taken from Him. “Not my will,” the
Lord Jesus prays to His Father, “but Thy will be done.”
It’s popular to talk about God’s will. Or, at least, it’s popular to talk
about events and happenings in this world and try to match them to God’s
will. But generally that will is not God’s will per se, but our will – our desire
– for a life of ease and comfort; a life without pain of loss and hurt. The Lord
Jesus didn’t want to die. Death is unnatural to man and especially so to the
God-Man who is by His very nature immortal and eternal.
He didn’t want to die and He didn’t want to be humiliated. But He
also knew that unless these things happened then the Scripture could not be
fulfilled (Matt 26:54). Fulfilling the Scriptures isn’t just about keeping
prophecy, but that the Scriptures are the Word of God and here the Word of
God is in the flesh, doing what He has already done through prophets, so to
speak. In other words, He must be faithful to Himself and to the One who
sent Him, His Father. He must keep the Scriptures – and He does. The Scriptures also say that on the third day He will rise from the dead, as He told His
disciples on several occasions.
All of that – all of the work of the Christ, the Lord Jesus – is to accomplish the will of the Father because the Son loves the Father and the Father loves the Son. It is by His obedience to the Father that the Son achieves
salvation for us all, breaking the bonds of death and treading hades underfoot, giving light to the righteous and establishing an everlasting covenant,
manifesting the resurrection in His own flesh.
(cont’d. on next page)
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So when we pray the Lord’s Prayer (the very prayer the Son
prays to the Father!) we are praying that what the Father desires – what
He wills – be accomplished, which is our salvation. And, lo and behold,
it is fulfilled! It was fulfilled from the foundation of the world (Heb 4:3;
Rev 13:8). And when do we chiefly pray the Lord’s Prayer? At the Divine Service, at the feast of thanksgiving for all His benefits to us, as we
take the Bread of Heaven and the Cup of Salvation, calling on the Name
of the Lord.
But there’s more (so much more)! God’s will is certainly that we
be saved from our enemies (sin, death, and the devil), but what else is
this than that we have communion with Him (which might be called salvation itself, for who is saved that has no communion with God?), that
He dwells in us and we in Him even as the Father and the Son are one
(read John 17). Which means that His will is also that we pray to Him,
call upon Him in every trouble, pray, praise, and give thanks. This we do
as the Lord Jesus did, by the Spirit of God, who makes us children of
God. So the Lord Jesus was manifested as God’s Son, having been born
of the Holy Spirit and a virgin. By the Spirit who is the Lord, He gathers
to Himself a holy people, a royal priesthood, who offers the sacrifice of
thanksgiving and proclaims His death until He comes in the future, proclaiming His excellencies as He called us out of darkness into His marvelous light.
Praying that the will of God be done on earth as it is in heaven is
to pray for the worship of God, which is done in heaven and is done
through the Church on earth. Worship being both active and passive;
passively receiving from God all good – temporal and eternal – and actively giving thanks to Him in the way that He Himself has prescribed, as
it is written in the psalms:
“What shall I render to the Lord
for all his benefits to me?
I will lift up the cup of salvation
and call on the name of the Lord,
I will pay my vows to the Lord
in the presence of all his people.” (Psalm 116:12-14)

May the Lord bless us with every heavenly blessing, keeping us firm in
His Word and faith until He graciously takes us from this valley of sorrow to Himself in heaven.
Peace be with you all.
+Pastor Lovett

“God uses every small act of love for larger purposes.”
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PRESIDENT’S COMMENTS
May/April 2021 Presidents Newsletter Report
At the March Administrative Council meeting, Pastor Lovett reported that the Kansas Lutheran Church Missouri Synod Convention
scheduled for this year has been “pushed back” to next year. You
may recall that all congregations were asked to vote on this and at
the January 2021 Voters Meeting, our congregation voted yes to
moving it. Present officers will remain in their positions until the
new convention convenes in 2022.

Ken Loesing presented a form for an operation manual that will formally establish a document to record various policies, etc., that will
be adopted. The Council voted to approve the document.
It was moved, seconded and approved that a pay schedule be adopted, setting the amounts paid to our musicians and assistant musicians. This will not change the total expenditures that the Voters
approved in the 2021 Work Plan. The new pay schedule will be entered into the Policy Manual.

The Financial Secretary and Treasurer will begin discussion on
adopting a procedure for the annual review and/or audit of the
churches finances. At the April Council meeting a new procedure
was adopted for the process of how offerings are gathered and processed and the purchase of a new safe was approved. An old safe
that in the past was used for this purpose is no longer suitable for use
and is not easily repairable.
If there is a retired CPA or any other interested person in the congregation who would like to help in the discussion and implementation
of the review procedure, please let any of the Council members
know.
We still need to encourage contributions to our Love Fund. One of
the expenditures from this fund is a $200.00 contribution to the Food
Bank, which evidently supported many people during this pandemic.
Thank you to everyone at Immanuel who keep our church’s doors
open.
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George Huenergardt
President

BOARD OF PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
The circulating motor pump for the church heating system was repaired.
The Administrative Council approved the installation of two new
water fountains, a replacement in the fellowship hall and one in the undercroft. Memorial funds will be used to purchase equipment and supplies for this project.
Mid America Exteriors has installed the undercroft window which
was damaged during the break in to the church property.
During the work day at the end of March after notes were published
in the April newsletter. The following tasks were performed: windows
were cleaned in the narthex and downstairs entrance ways, pews were
cleaned, painting was done in the newly carpeted room 103, new LED
light bulbs were installed behind the altar, spring cleanup, trimming,
weeding and replanting of flowers in the church patio, and spring cleanup, weeding of flower beds and mowing of the church yard. Please help
me thank the following volunteers who helped on that workday Saturday in March; Lisa and David Bromlow, Elaine and Bob Todd, Jane and
George Huenergardt, Phyllis Ioerger, Renee and (Quentin for servicing
the church Mowers) Horning, Cecil Wulf, Bev Giammasi, and Eric
Stuewe.
The new church cameras have been programmed.
Kevin Stuewe, Chairman
Property Maintenance

BOARD OF STEWARDSHIP
Where does the phrase “He is risen. He is risen, indeed.
Alleluia!” come from?
The angels proclaimed the Easter greeting to the women who arrived at
Jesus’ tomb (Matt. 28:6). The women were sent by the angels to speak
the words to the disciples (Luke 24:9). The disciples also began to
speak these words to one another (Luke 24:34). The followers of Jesus
continue to this day to speak the Easter greeting, which is more than a
report. It’s a proclamation of the Gospel. It proclaims the forgiveness
of sins, life and salvation to all who are condemned by sin and death. In
this way, we participate in that first announcement of Easter. We proclaim one to another that death has been swallowed up by the death of
Jesus, and we shall live forever because Jesus is risen.
Bob Todd, Chairman
Board of Stewardship
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BOARD OF EVANGELISM
Do not cast me from your presence or take your Holy Spirit from me.
Psalm 51:11
President Lincoln always had requests (as do all the Presidents) but
this one time a request came across Lincoln's desk asking for a prison
pardon from an Army deserter. But it had no support along with it
from other influential people.
Lincoln asks his secretary "does this person have no friends?" " No
Mr. President" came the reply. "Then I will be his friend" said President Lincoln and signed the pardon..
We too were without a friend before God, the judge of our souls. But
out of the desire to forgive, God sent Jesus to be our friend. Through
Jesus we enter the very presence of God. We need not rely on ceremony, sacrifice, or any other advocate, only on our friend Jesus. And with
that knowledge we gratefully reply THANK YOU JESUS and help us
to spread this gift of Jesus to others.

Not too long ago Immanuel was reminded of this gift through celebrating Holy Week. Many thanks for all the work that went into this occasion. We have a devoted staff that keeps Immanuel running- let's not
forget to thank them from time to time. God Bless Immanuel.
Jean Stever
Evangelism

“Dripping water hollows out stone, not through force but through
persistence.” —Ovid
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STEWARDSHIP UPDATE

(All “Maturing Stewards” articles are prepared by LCMS)
St. Paul teaches us: “Let the one who is taught the word share all good things
with the one who teaches” (Gal. 6:6). And again, he says: “Do you not know
that those who are employed in the temple service get their food from the temple, and those who serve at the altar share in the sacrificial offerings? In the
same way, the Lord commanded that those who proclaim the gospel should
get their living by the gospel” (1 Cor. 9:13–14). In other words, ministers of
the Gospel are supported by the offerings of those who are served by them.
And this is how the church lives even now. It is standard practice. But this
deserves closer examination. For it instructs us not just that we are to give but
also what we are to give. And it does so with four little words: “In the same
way …”
St. Paul is building his case for supporting the preachers of the Gospel with
the sacrificial giving of individual members on the example of the Old Testament people who supported the Levites with their offerings and sacrifices.
We’re to support the Gospel ministry “in the same way.” But how did the Old
Testament people support the Levites?
Moses records this: “You shall tithe all the yield of your seed that comes
from the field year by year. And before the Lord your God, in the place that he
will choose, to make his name dwell there, you shall eat the tithe of your
grain, of your wine, and of your oil, and the firstborn of your herd and flock,
that you may learn to fear the Lord your God always” (Deut. 14:22–23). The
Levites were supported by the tithe, 10 percent of all the yearly yield of that
which was harvested.
Does that seem like a lot? Does it surprise you that St. Paul instructs us that
we are to support the New Testament Gospel ministry “in the same way?” If it
does, ask yourself: Is the church’s job in the New Testament bigger or smaller
than the Levites’ job in the Old Testament? Back then, there was one Temple,
and the ministry was almost exclusively located in one nation among the descendants of Abraham. In Matthew 28, Jesus calls us to teach and baptize all
nations, and there are churches and ministries all around the world! How
could we support this new Gospel ministry with anything less than the Israelites supported the Old Testament ministry?
Of course, we are free to give more, for we have received more than those
in the Old Testament. We have received the fullness of God’s revelation, the
fullness of His salvation, and the fulfillment of everything that God promised
to do. For we have received Christ, God’s own Son, in the flesh, who took
upon himself our sins and in exchange gave us his righteousness. The Father
claimed us as his own in Holy Baptism. He gathers us together in the place
where his name dwells to feast on the first fruits of the resurrection, the risen
and living body and blood of His Son – our Lord Jesus. He reminds us that we
are His, that all things are ours because we belong to Him. He blesses us here
in time with physical and spiritual gifts.
In the same way – and in response to His fatherly divine goodness and
mercy – we gladly give to those who proclaim to us “the excellencies of him
who called us out of darkness and into his marvelous light.” For once we were
not a people, but now we are God’s people; once we had not received mercy,
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but now we have indeed (1 Peter 2:9–10).

Those of you who know me, know that I am a list maker. I have a tendency to try to make a list including EVERYTHING that I want to do as
well as things that I need to do. I categorize my lists based on self-care,
school, church, home, etc. The wants and needs will overlap and I will
end up not being successful at anything. The lists are so long, sometimes pages and pages long, that I will feel defeated and not even try to
start. During Lent, I tried something new. I still have my long lists so
that I don’t forget to do things, but I am prioritizing my time differently.
Instead of looking at the big list, my daily list includes ONLY 3 things
from each “category.” When I look at the list, it looks manageable so I
can focus to accomplish the tasks. I have felt more productive because
I am having little wins each day. Why am I talking about my lists? Well,
my first category EVERYDAY is my spiritual journey. Since I am not a
morning person, I usually spend my lunch time reading my devotion
and praying. (SHHH, don’t tell anyone since I work in a public school.
HAHA.) I have found that since I put my scripture and devotion first on
the list, the other goals are accomplished much more frequently. So,
whether you are a list maker or not, I challenge you to put reading and
meditating on the Word of God at the top of your list. See if your days
improve and you feel more satisfied with your life.
It is so nice to have our musical groups back in full force. Thank you for
your dedication. I have a question for those who are in bell choir and
regular choir. Do you want to take our normal summer break, or since
we just recently started back up with full groups, do you want to continue to meet? Start thinking about your summer schedule and if you
would like to help with the special music or offerings. I will start setting
a schedule for the summer months very soon. Please send me a text,
email, or chat with me on a Sunday with your opinion. We are going to
do a slightly modified May schedule due to weddings, graduations, and
vacations.
Musically Yours in Christ
Becky
rsmusic123@gmail.com
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Tentative Music Schedule
May 2

8:30 am
8:45 am
Noon

Instrumental
Choir
Bells

May 9

8:45 am
Noon

Choir
Bells

May 13 (Ascension) TBD
May 16

8:30 am
9:00 am

Bells
Men

May 23
May 30

8:45 am
8:45 am

Men
Choir

“If at first you don't succeed, try doing it the way mom told you
to in the beginning.” —Unknown

Keep moving!
As they proudly processed across the stage to receive their diplomas,
each graduate heard two messages from the principal:
“Congratulations!” (in a loud voice) and “Keep moving” (in a whisper). Although the administrator was
merely trying to facilitate the flow, she was actually
offering sound advice to the young adults: Don’t stop
or stagnate! Proceed from here and continue learning.
This is the beginning, not the end, of a journey. Keep
moving!
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LWML— Greetings,
Well, April was not LWML's best month for getting much
done. We did serve lunch for Pastor Lovett's Winkel and got a
couple of lap robes tied. However, between husband's with health
problems, and members with health problems, we missed the rest
of the month.
So, in May we are going to try again to get some quilts tied on the
2nd and 4th Tuesdays. We meet at 9:30--bring a lunch---we are
usually leaving by 1:00 - 1:30 pm. We have received a grant from
Thrivent for batting, so that should make things easier. All are
welcome to join us.
Our May LWML meeting will be on the 2nd Tuesday at
Noon. We will be dividing the socks and soap so we can give
them to the Orphan Grain Train and Union Rescue Mission.
Have a Blessed and healthy May.
Phyllis Ioerger

Dogs’ best friend
A 71-year-old graduate in Turkey has become an inspiration to many. Fevzi Uyar had retired after teaching biology for 42 years but decided to pursue another degree. Known as the “grandfather” of homeless animals, he routinely traveled 90 miles every two days to feed stray
dogs, who came to recognize his van. Uyar also built dozens of plywood shelters, complete with rugs and blankets, for the dogs.
But Uyar often encountered dogs needing medical care and racked up
debts with a local veterinarian, so he enrolled in classes himself. The
recent graduate now vaccinates and treats the animals he loves so
much.
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“God spoke: ‘Let us make human beings in our image, … so they can be
responsible for … every animal that moves on the face of
Earth’” (Genesis 1:26, MSG). Fevzi Uyar’s care for stray dogs beautifully
reflects God’s intent for creation.

Mother’s Day Word Search
Find the hidden words associated with Mom’s special day.

BRUNCH
CANDY
CARDS
CARING
CHILDEN
DAUGHTERS
DEVOTED
DINNER
FAMILY

FLOWERS
FRIEND
GIFTS
GIVING
GRANDMOTHERS
HOME
HONOR
HUGS
KISSES

LAUGHTER
LOVING
MAY
MEMORIES
MOTHERS
ROSES
SUNDAY
SONS
TRIBUTE
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ALL Women are Mothers…
Moms come in many shapes and forms. You find them in classrooms as teachers. Some are foster, adoptive mothers, or stepmothers. Some yearn to have a child of their own, but for whatever reason cannot. Many are single and long for a family of
their own. Many care for the children of others as caregivers.
Some are aunts, sisters, grandmothers or friends — all willingly
and selflessly helping those around them
Women, by nature, are maternal. We "mother" each other,
our children, our neighbors' kids, the dog, our husbands, friends,
and about any other living thing that will allow it. It is the nurturing, compassion, love, and caring that makes us all mothers.
Not only have we been the giver of advice and encouragement, but also the receiver. We watch other women and learn
from our observations. Frequently, we are inspired to make
changes in our own life by other moms' examples.
To watch over, nourish, and protect maternally." That is it exactly. If you "watch over, nourish, and protect maternally", consider yourself a mother, or one who mothers.
As women, we can embrace our role as mothers, not just to
our own kids but to each other. Lift and encourage each other as
a mother would. Celebrate Mother's Day with a new outlook and
recognize the mothering skills we have inside us. Even efforts
that seem small to us make a big difference in the lives of many
others. We need to recognize that all women are mothers.
•
•
•
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Celebrate mothers.
Celebrate women.
Celebrate YOU.

Happy Mother’s Day
to all the women of
Immanuel!

Kid’s Page
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The Ascension Day dinner
and service—TBD

The congregation of Immanuel is cordially invited to witness
the joining of two lives in Holy Matrimony at 2:00 p.m. May
22, 2021, as Brenae Ard and Eric Stuewe pledge themselves to
each other and become husband and wife here at Immanuel.

Joshua Lovett will be graduating May 22
from Classical School of Wichita.
Congratulations Joshua!

Ryan Loesing will graduate and
commission from Texas A&M,
Friday, May 14.
Congratulations Ryan!

Memorial Day
Is it enough to think today
Of all our brave, then put away
The thought until a year has sped?
Is this full honor for our dead?
Is it enough to sing a song
And deck a grave; and all year long
Forget the brave who died that we
Might keep our great land proud and free?
Full service needs a greater toll,
That we who live give heart and soul
To keep the land they died to save,
And be ourselves, in turn, the brave!
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—Annette Wynne

Ken Loesing
Jim Wright
Elaine Hermann
Brenda Muller
Pastor Doubrava
Renee Horning
Alex Gunther
Beverly Giammasi
Pastor Lovett
Madeline Cox
Emma Dafforn

David & Lisa Bromlow

DATE
5/30

5/9
5/11
5/12
5/21
5/23
5/26
5/27
5/29
5/29
5/30
6/31

YEARS
29

Official Acts during April, 2021
New Members: Courtney Zollinger was received 4/3—Easter
Vigil
Nathan Bromlow transferred from Grace
Lutheran, also received 4/3—Easter Vigil
Bereavement: Sondra L. Schimming passed away April 6. Funeral
services were held at Immanuel, April 11 and burial
was at Lakeview Cemetery, April 12.
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