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by Pastor Mark Lovett 

Beloved in the Lord, 
 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and from our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who is Himself the kingdom of God, the reign of God, reigning in 
mercy and truth. 
 
 Last time we reviewed the First Petition to the Lord’s Prayer, 
“Hallowed be Thy Name”. Here we’re not praying that the Lord’s name 
be holy, because it is holy in itself, but that it remain holy among us. The 
“us” of course, is the una sancta, the only holy church, but the “us” is 
also, and more immediately, the congregation. We don’t pray the “Our 
Father” in a vacuum, but in the context of those who have been called, 
gathered, and enlightened by the Holy Spirit with us – the congregation. 
So we pray that the Lord’s name remain holy among us. And it remains 
holy when the Word of God is taught in its truth and purity and when we, 
as the children of God, lead holy lives (lives belonging to the Lord) ac-
cording to the Word. 
 
Now we come to the Second Petition: Thy kingdom come. 
What does this mean? The kingdom of God certainly comes by itself 

without our prayer, but we pray in this petition that it may come 
to us also. 

How does God’s kingdom come? God’s kingdom comes when our heav-
enly Father gives us His Holy Spirit, so that by His grace we 
believe His Word and lead godly lives here in time and there in 
eternity. 

 
The Lord Jesus, before Pontius Pilate, declared, “My kingdom is 

not of this world” (Jn. 18:36). The kingdom of God, which could be 
translated the “reign of God,” is from heaven. The Lord Jesus was sent 
by the Father to establish the kingdom of God among men since it had 
been taken from them as it is written, “My Spirit shall not abide in man 
forever, for he is flesh” (Gen. 6:3). Now, in the flesh of Christ, the Spirit 
abides forever, as it is written, “When Jesus was baptized, immediately 
he went up from the water, and behold, the heavens were opened to him, 
and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming to rest 
on him” (Matt. 3:16). 

 
Just like the holy Church is the Body of Christ and so Christ 

dwells with men through His Church, so Jesus is the dwelling place of 
the Spirit of God since He is the Temple of God. The Father pours out 
the Spirit on all flesh (cf. Acts 2:17) through the Lord Jesus, which is 
why we say in the Nicene Creed that the Spirit proceeds from the Father 
and the Son. The Father sends the Spirit through the Son. 

 

 (cont’d. on next page) 
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In doing so, the Spirit makes children of God, not by flesh or 
by the blood or will of men but of God, that is, of the Holy Spirit (cf. 
Jn. 1:13; 3:5). So the kingdom of God, His reign, is centered on 
Christ, who is King of kings, and extends to all mankind, into all the 
cosmos, by the Spirit of God, the Holy Spirit. This is intricately tied 
to the Third Article of the Creed in which we confess: 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church 
[which is] the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

What does this mean? I believe that I cannot by my own rea-
son or strength believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to 
Him; but the Holy Spirit has called me by the Gospel, en-
lightened me with His gifts, sanctified and kept me in the true 
faith. In the same way He calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanc-
tifies the whole Christian church on earth, and keeps it with 
Jesus Christ in the one true faith. In this Christian church He 
daily and richly forgives all my sins and the sins of all believ-
ers. On the Last Day He will raise me and all the dead, and 
give eternal life to me and all believers in Christ. 

 
God – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit – dwells on earth with mankind 
through and in His holy Church. 

 
We lead holy lives, therefore, by the Spirit according to the 

Word when we cling to Christ as our life and our salvation; when we 
desire the things of God, His holy mysteries (sacraments) and His 
people, the Church. So we pray to the Lord when He has gathered us 
together (Sundays at 9:30am) that He would pour out His Spirit on us, 
that His kingdom would come to us and remain with us, causing us to 
lead godly lives – lives which cling to the promises of God and by 
which He pours out His love to all people.  

 
The Lord God gathers us by His Spirit to preach to us, teach 

us, and give us the Bread of Heaven and the Cup of Salvation – to 
gather us in Christ Jesus so that we would be His own and live under 
Him in His kingdom and serve Him in everlasting righteousness, in-
nocence, and blessedness, just as He is risen from the dead, lives and 
reigns to all eternity. This is most certainly true. (See the Second Arti-
cle of the Creed in the Small Catechism.) 

 
May the Lord bless you with every heavenly blessing and keep you in 
the true faith by His eternal Spirit. 
 
Peace be with you all. 
+Pastor Lovett 
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BOARD OF EVANGELISM 
 
 

WHICH ONE??? 
 

When Dwight D. Eisenhower was elected President of the United 
States, reporters interviewed his Bible-memorizing mother in her home 
in Abilene, Kansas. One reporter said, "I'm sure you must be very 
proud of your son isn't that right?"  Mother Eisenhower replied. 
"Which one?" She  had several boys.  
 
The world was paying tribute to her son who was not only the famous 
World War II general, but who was now being feted as Ameri-
ca's President. Yet all her sons were equally in her mother's love, 
dreams, hopes, and daily prayers. If one were hospitalized, she was 
equally concerned. If one rejoiced, she rejoiced with him.  They all had 
her love. 
 
God is equally concerned with each one of us. When we are prodigal, 
God wants us home. When we sin, God stands ready to forgive the 
repentant. God is not more forgiving to the highly aggressive individu-
al than to the modest and shy. God isn't more present to someone with 
the high I.Q. than to the humble seeker after his truth. God loves each 
one as though he or she were the only person on earth.  The cross re-
minds us "it was for you".  So help us, Oh Christ to repent of our own 
sins first so we may then pray as intercessors for others. Amen 
 
There will be a new member reception April 11th for Immanuel's new 
members Courtney Zollinger and Nathan Bromlow. See you then. 
 
Jean Stever 
Evangelism 

The will of God will never take you to where the grace of God will not 
protect you.  -Bernadette Devlin  
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BOARD OF STEWARDSHIP 
 

GOD’S VIEWPOINT ‘ABOUT MONEY’ 
 

What we believe always influences how we handle money.  That’s why 
it’s important to let our convictions be shaped by what the Lord says. 

God owns it all.  According to Psalm 24:1, “The earth is the 
Lords, and all it contains, the world, and those who dwell in it.”  This is 
the first and primary truth we must understand.  Everything we consider 
to be ours is really His. 

We are stewards of God’s money.  If the Lord owns it all, then 
we are the stewards or managers of His possessions.  Everything He 
entrusts to us is to be used as He directs. 

The Lord’s key word is distribute.  Unlike the world’s view, 
which emphasizes accumulation, God wants us to distribute what He 
gives us.  Instead of working to receive all we can, we need to become 
people who work to give all we can. 

 
Bob Todd, Chairman 
Board of Stewardship  

BOARD OF PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 
 

 
The Board with the approval of the council will proceed with the plan to 
carpet the room between Pastor’s office and Room 104. 
 
Various other activities were also done, including cleanup  of the church 
property both inside and outside, evaluating and lubing the church bell, 
and pew repair. 
 
Also in the works, is making the inside stair railing leading to the sanc-

tuary safer by having more bars inserted to better enclose them to pro-

tect young children from  falling through and hurting themselves. 

If  you do see something that needs to be done around the church, please 

contact one of the members of our board, or the church office. 

Kevin Stuewe 
Property Maintenance 
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STEWARDSHIP UPDATE 
(All “Maturing Stewards” articles are prepared by LCMS) 

Our Father in heaven sent His Son, Jesus, to be our Savior. His atoning 
sacrifice is the first fruits of all the dead, a pleasing aroma to His Father, so 
that His perfect life and death count for all who believe in Him. He 
claimed us as His own children in Holy Baptism. He sustains and strength-
ens our faith with His Holy Word and His Body and Blood. 
 
As new creatures, who have put on Christ, we bear good fruit. We do the 
good works prepared for us, which He makes known to us in His Word. By 
faith then, trusting in the Word of God, we do what he says because He 
does not lie and always keeps His promises. For “without faith it is impos-
sible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that 
he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him” (Heb. 11:6). 
 
And so the Lord promises: “Honor the Lord with your wealth and with the 
first fruits of all your produce; then your barns will be filled with plenty, 
and your vats will be bursting with wine” (Prov. 3:9-10). How do we hon-
or the Lord with the wealth that God has given us in His generosity? By 
giving generously to those whom the Lord has called us to love and sup-
port your family, your society, and your church. And His promise is that, in 
so doing, you will never lack. 
  
A common counterpoint is: “But that’s from the Old Testament!” Our Lord 
Jesus Himself gives us similar promises in the New Testament. He says, at 
the conclusion of the parable of the talents: “For to everyone who has will 
more be given, and he will have an abundance” (Matt. 25:29).  
 
And then at the end of the parable of the dishonest manager, he says: “One 
who is faithful in a very little is also faithful in much, and one who is dis-
honest in a very little is also dishonest in much. If then you have not been 
faithful in the unrighteous wealth, who will entrust to you the true riches? 
And if you have not been faithful in that which is another’s, who will give 
you that which is your own? No servant can serve two masters, for either 
he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and 
despise the other. You cannot serve God and money” (Luke 16:10–13).  
 
And in His sermon on the mount, he says: “Do not lay up for yourselves 
treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in 
and steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither 
moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. For 
where your treasure is, there your heart will be also” (Matt. 6:19–21). 
  
  

(cont’d. on next page) 



 

7 

We have become conditioned against these promises because of their 
misuse by the peddlers of the prosperity gospel – the guys on TV who 
say you get rich by putting God in your debt. And thus, we miss out on 
the fact that God does reward temporal faithfulness in temporal mat-
ters with temporal blessings. It’s no quid pro quo. It’s all from God’s 
grace and His fatherly divine goodness and mercy. But those Bible 
passages do in fact say what they say! It’s not the Old Testament’s 
problem. It’s ours. It is almost as if we have become so jaded against 
this that we think it a virtue to be stingy with our offerings. 
 

But our Father in heaven still loves to bless those who bless others. He 
loves to give to those who give freely and generously. In fact, he chal-
lenges us to challenge Him: “Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, 
that there may be food in my house. And thereby put me to the test, 
says the Lord of hosts, if I will not open the windows of heaven for 
you and pour down for you a blessing until there is no more 
need” (Mal. 3:10). 
  
And so, while we don’t give so that we would get, we do receive from 
the Lord in order to give, and He will bless your giving with more re-
ceiving. As St. Paul wrote in Rom. 8:32: “He who did not spare his 
own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him gra-
ciously give us all things?” 

An Easter prayer...From the grave’s 

depths, Lord Jesus Christ, you emerged, 
breaking the hold of sin, death and hell, 
that those who trust in you might share 
in your righteousness, life and beloved 
community with God the Father and all 
God's children. We bow in awe before 
your majesty, giving thanks for your 
grace extended so bountifully to us. By 
the power of your Spirit who lives within 
us, may we share the astonishing news 
of your resurrection with others, that 
they also may know your saving grace. 
Amen. 
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Spring is among us and Kansas is being true to itself. One day, it’s 75 
degrees and the next, we are having snow and sleet at the same time. 
It can’t seem to decide just how windy it’s going to be each day. Oh, 
and let’s not forget the earthquakes. Why do I bring up the weather and 
natural phenomenon in a church newsletter, you ask? Well, my Sunday 
School has been studying prayer life and how prayer was a part of the 
life of Christ. Sometimes our prayer life is like Kansas. We may be very 
grateful on one day, but forget to give thanks on another. We may ask 
for help in times of need, but forget to ask for our daily needs when 
things are going smoothly. We may feel guilty at times and ask for for-
giveness, but then we forget to repent on other days. I am challenging 
myself to try to be consistent with my prayers. Take the challenge with 
me. Remember to converse with God daily, multiple times. Remember 
that He will answer prayer and provide you with unconditional love.  
 

As you are reading this, we are in Holy Week. May the Lord bless you 
and your personal prayer life as we remember the death and resurrec-
tion of our Lord, Jesus Christ. 
 

Our musical groups have decided to come back together beginning 
with Palm Sunday. I am still requesting that we attempt to social dis-
tance as much as we can, so please be patient with us as we are tran-
sitioning back to our new “normal.” On Sundays, we will continue to 
practice in the sanctuary because of space and air flow. The schedule 
will also be a little different from our old “rotation” for the month of April 
due to the placement of Easter and to allow for enough rehearsals for 
the following Sundays. 
 

Musically Yours in Christ, 
Becky 
 

The best mathematical equation ever given: 1 cross + 3 nails = 4 given.  
—Anonymous  
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Tentative Music Schedule 

“The earth laughs in flowers.”    —Ralph Waldo Emerson 

 

March 28 Palm Sunday 

8:30 am Choir 
Following Service Youth/kids 

Noon Bells 
 

April 1 Maundy Thursday 

6:30 pm Choir (In the Choir Room) 
 

April 2 Good Friday Tenebrae Service 

6:30 pm Choir (In the Choir Room) 
 

April 4 Easter Sunday 

8:30 am Bells (possible rehearsal) 
8:45 am Choir 
9:10 am Youth/Kids (In the Choir Room) 
 

April 11 

8:30 am Small Group 

8:45 am Choir 
Noon Bells 
 

April 18 

8:30 am Choir 
Noon Bells 
 

April 25 

8:30 am Bells 

9:00 am Choir 



 

 
 

 
 

 

LWML— Easter Greetings, 
 
Hopefully we are leaving winter behind---and warmer, sunny 
days are ahead.  On April 6th we will be providing morning 
pastries and fixing lunch for local pastors at their Winkel 
meeting.  We plan on during some quilting on lap robes be-
fore lunch is served. 
   
We have been collecting socks and soap during Lent.  If you 
have been thinking about donating, please bring them and 
put them on the table by the mailboxes.  We will be taking 
them to the Union Rescue Mission and the Orphan Grain 
Train after Easter. 
 
Our next meeting will be on April 8th (unless we decide to 
have it on April 6th while we are at church with the Winkel 
Lunch).   
 
We will be quilting on Tuesday the 13th and 27th at 
9:30.  Anyone is welcome to join us.  If anyone would be 
interested in cutting out quilt squares at home, let us know 
and we will get you set up. 
 
Wishing you all a Blessed Easter, 
Phyllis Ioerger 
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“The very first Easter taught us this: that life never ends and 
love never dies.”   —Kate McGahan 
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E A S T E R 
W o r d  S e a r c h  
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Easter is the only time when it’s perfectly safe to put all your 
eggs in one basket. 

Knock knock. Who’s there? Hatch. Hatch who? God bless 
you! 

What should you do after eating so many Easter treats? Eggs
-ercise! 

Why shouldn’t you tell an Easter egg a joke? It might crack 
up! 

An irate subscriber called the newspaper, demanding to 
know where her Sunday edition was. “Ma’am,” said the em-
ployee, “today is Saturday. The Sunday paper isn’t delivered 
until Sunday.” After a brief pause, the caller spoke with a ray 
of recognition: “So that’s why no one was in church today.” 

A few Easter funnies 

IN THE GARDEN 

In 1912, as Charles Austin Miles grabbed his Bible, it opened to John 20. 
Reading the account of Mary Magdalene outside the garden tomb where 
Jesus’ body had been laid, Miles felt powerfully that he was there. Inspired, 
he quickly wrote the poem “In the Garden” and later composed the music. 
 
This hymn might seem sentimental and trite, if understood to refer to just 
any garden. But the song takes on profound meaning when recognized as 
Mary’s personal encounter with the living Lord. 

And he walks with me, and he talks with me, 
And he tells me I am his own, 

And the joy we share as we tarry there, 
None other has ever known!  



 

13 

Kid’s Page 

Easter Blessings 
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April 1—Holy (Maundy) Thursday 7:00 pm—Divine Service 

(Stripping of the Altar) 
April 2—Good Friday  12:00 pm Chief Service 
                                        7:00 pm Tenebrae Vespers 
 
April 3—Holy Saturday  8:00 pm—Vigil of Easter 
 
April 4—Early Service  7:00 am   Easter Morning Matins 
                           8:00 am   Breakfast (Pastries, fruit   
                                                       salad & juice) 
   9:30 am   Divine Service   

A reception will be held for new members 
on Sunday, April 11 right after worship.  
Please plan on welcoming Courtney 
Zollinger and Nathan Bromlow. 

Church office is closed, Monday, April 5. 
Matins will still be at 8:30 am 

“The Wind Blows Where it Wishes”.  Under this title 
Pastor Hoger will resume his Monday evening class 
on the Acts of the Apostles.  We shall look back over 
Acts 3;1-15, focusing on what God teaches us about 
the work of the Holy Spirit.  Look forward to seeing 
you on Monday, April 12 at 6:30 p.m. 

Pastor Lovett’s Catechesis Class will 
resume on Wednesday, April 7. 
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Malachi Carpenter 4/1 
Dan Snyder  4/4 
Karen Woodward 4/9 
Bob Todd  4/11 
Christian Clark 4/13 
Dan Bitner  4/17 
Carolyn Bromlow 4/17 
Kevin Stuewe  4/20 
Carol Balke  4/29 
Joshua Dafforn 4/30 
 

                                                  DATE      YEARS 
Terry & Kerry Vaughn        4/1             32 

Official Acts during March, 2021 

 
Bereavement:  Jerry Munsterman passed away March, 1. 
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