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by Pastor Mark Lovett 

Dear Saints and Friends of Immanuel, 
 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and from our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who is blessed forever. Amen. 
 
 The next several newsletter articles are going to cover the Lord’s 
Prayer. We all know the Lord’s Prayer by heart, and we pray it often (at 
least twice a day if we are doing as the Small Catechism instructs us to 
do and pray it when we rise and when we lie down to sleep). And no 
doubt, many of us are familiar with the explanations of the Lord’s Prayer 
in the Small Catechism. Over the next serval newsletters we will be ex-
ploring the seven petitions and how they can be prayed individually, us-
ing the Small Catechism explanations as the basis of the prayer. 
 
To begin, then, let us look at the Introduction: Our Father who art in 
heaven. 
Q: What does this mean? A: “With these words God tenderly invites us 
to believe that He is our true Father and that we are His true children, so 
that with all boldness and confidence we may ask Him as dear children 
ask their dear father.” (Small Catechism, Lord’s Prayer) 
 
 This correctly sets our orientation toward God. He is our Father. 
Now what does it mean to have a father, but to have someone who sired 
us and who provides for us and protects us, who trains us how to grow up 
and rightly fill our place in society. This analogy demonstrates that God, 
our heavenly Father, sired us. Not according to the flesh, as St. John 
writes that we are not born of God “of blood nor of the will of the flesh, 
nor of the will of man, but of God” (St. John 1:13). It teaches us that He 
provides for us and protects us and teaches us our place and role in socie-
ty, which is the church and also as we live among mankind. 
 
 God sired us – to stick with that analogy – in the waters of Holy 
Baptism where we are conceived anew by the Holy Spirit, just as the 
Lord Jesus was conceived by the Holy Sprit in the Virgin’s womb. And 
our flesh is purified by the Spirit as the Lord’s flesh was pure since He 
we was conceived by the Holy Spirit. Jesus is God’s Son, and we are 
adopted as God’s children in the womb of the Church, the holy font. But 
unlike human adoption, spiritual adoption actually gives us the life of 
God Himself so that “through [the promises of God] we become partak-
ers of the divine nature” (2 Peter 1:4). 
 

 (cont’d. on next page) 
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And our heavenly Father, having given us new life in His Spirit, 
provides for us and protects us. He provides all that we have for 
this body and life, as we learn in the Creed, as well as all that we 
need for the eternal life He has given us by the Spirit in His Son. 
This protection is in His Scriptures, His Church, and through His 
Sacraments, which sustain us until the old is finally put off and 
the new body He prepares for us is donned – our risen, glorious 
bodies like that of our Lord Jesus (Philippians 3:21). So we listen 
to Him through His Word and we eat the food He provides, and 
we wait for His fatherly goodness to give us what we need when 
we need it for our good. 
 
 And finally, through His Word and by His Church and 
Sacraments, our heavenly Father teaches us how to live in this 
world as His children, teaching us our place in life and how we 
are to love as He loves and work as He works. As our Lord says, 
We must work the works of Him who sent me” (St. John 9:4). So 
in our Father’s house we are provided for, protected, and instruct-
ed on how to be His children. 
 
 So we might pray the Introduction above like this: “Dear 
Father in heaven, you have made me your child in Holy Baptism, 
therefore I pray that you give me faith to call upon you as my Fa-
ther and to expect everything from you for my good and life, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.” 
 
 And I pray that our heavenly Father continue to bless you 
with all the blessings of heaven, making you evermore sure of 
His love for you through His Church by which the manifold wis-
dom of God is made known to all powers (Ephesians 3:10). 
 
Peace be with you. 
 
+Pastor Lovett  

Give for the joy of giving–  
     If you only “give to get” 
           You are not giving— 
                 You are trading. 
                              Anonymous 
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BOARD OF EVANGELISM 
 

As I sit here and try to write something for next month's newsletter (Feb) 
it is very perplexing because we're 2 days from the inaugural  address 
with 22,000+ National Guard Troops in DC ready for action. The future 
of America is in question. 
 
Then I realize we are not of this world and we have the greatest leader 
guiding us through trials and tribulations.  His hand is holding ours and 
we can feel His peace while He assures us that  He will never leave or 
forsake us. 
 
He alone is our salvation by just  trusting in Him. Our work is not fin-
ished, He asks us to "Go ye therefore and teach all nations". And that 
means our nation as well. Go and share His word when and wherever the 
time arises that the Peace of God surpasses all our understanding. 
 
God bless you and Immanuel members and God bless America. 
Jean Stever/Evangelism 
 

BOARD OF PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 
 

 
Thank you to all who helped take down the Christmas decorations  on Sat-
urday December 9th 

     We had to call out Roto-Rooter to unclog the drain. Please flush only 
toilet paper in the restrooms. This last clog was from baby wipes and sani-
tary wipes.  
     Thank you to George Huenergardt for getting the Sunflower heating 
system back up and turning off and on properly. He ordered and pro-
grammed a new remote. 
     Thank you to the people who left the nuts for me and my family for 
tChristmas. Being a part of Immanuel is truly a blessing. 
     As always if you see something that needs attention please contact 

Kevin Stuewe at 644-9162  or one of my committee members Cecil Wulf 

or Elaine Todd. You can also contact George Huenergardt or the church 

office. 

Kevin Stuewe 
Property Maintenance 
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BOARD OF STEWARDSHIP 
 

Jesus said:  “Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”  Chris-
tians tenderly sing, “Jesus Priceless Treasure” (LSB #743).  They love 
Him.  He is their treasure.  A reciprocal love relationship motivates a tith-
ing Christian to be the “cheerful” giver God loves.  The New Testament 
Greek word for “cheerful” in 2 Cor. 9:7 is “hilaron” from which the word 
“hilarious” is derived.  Yes!  A tither’s giving experience is joyous exu-
berance bursting from a fountain of love! True-blue tithers will tell you 
the reason why:  “The love of Christ compels us!” (2 Cor. 15:14) It’s true 
that tithing is part of Old Testament ceremonial law and not binding for 
Christians today.  However, since the New Testament Scriptures free 
Christians to lovingly determine what amount to give, some have exceed-
ed the tithe by giving more than 10% of their income.  Jesus approved the 
practice of tithing.  (Mt. 23:23, Luke 11:42) 
 
Bob Todd, Chairman 
Board of Stewardship 

“Is prayer your steering wheel or your spare tire?”—Corrie ten Boom  

THE GIFT OF DESPERATION 

 
In a 2012 interview with NPR, author Anne Lamott shared: “I’ve 
heard people say that God is the gift of desperation, and there’s a 
lot to be said for having really reached a bottom where you’ve 
run out of anymore good ideas, or plans for everybody else’s be-
havior; or how to save and fix and rescue; or just get out of a 
huge mess, possibly of your own creation. And when you’re done, 
you may take a long, quavering breath and say, ‘Help.’”  

Amid the pandemic and life’s other, more typical trials of life, 
have you found a silver lining — a gift that has arisen out of your 
desperation? Sometimes we’re more open to God during times of 
struggle than when all flows smoothly. As long as we think our 
ideas and plans for ourselves and our loved ones are pretty good, 
we don’t feel we need a Savior. But when life is so challenging 
that we call to God for help, “the gift of [that] desperation” is 
finding that God’s loving arms have embraced and strengthened 
us all along. 
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STEWARDSHIP UPDATE 
(All “Maturing Stewards” articles are prepared by LCMS) 

      “I am not commanding you, but I want to test the sincerity of your love 

by comparing it with the earnestness of others.  For you know the grace of 

our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he be-

came poor, so that you through his poverty might become rich" (2 Corin-

thians 8:8-9). 

     Without commands or even arm-twisting, St. Paul encourages, even 

challenges, the Church in Corinth to demonstrate the sincerity of their faith 

by their generosity in giving. He does this because giving generously is a 

gift of the Spirit given to us through the Gospel.  

     St. Paul wrote: “But just as you excel in everything—in faith, in 

speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness and in your love for us—

see that you also excel in this grace of giving” (2 Corinthians 8:7). In other 

words, just as we grow in faith and speech and knowledge of eternal things 

by the Holy Spirit through the Word of God, so also do we grow in giving 

from the same Spirit through the same Word.  

     The problem is that the grace of generosity often grows cold in us. It’s 

not so much that we stop giving, but we don’t put it first. We treat it like 

all the other bills that must be paid. It becomes a chore, just one more 

thing to check off a list of things to do. That empties it of its spiritual pow-

er and robs us of the joy that Christ and the Scriptures assign to it. 

     On top of that, since this generosity is linked to faith and knowledge of 

divine things, a lack of excelling in giving is sure sign that our faith and 

knowledge of God are under attack as well.  

     Thus St. Paul points to the foundation of generosity: the generosity of 

Christ Himself. Even though He was rich, He became poor so that we who 

are poor might become rich. Thus, the incarnation, suffering, and death of 

our Lord on the cross is the reason, source, and driving force for our gen-

erosity in giving to the church. 

     And since Christ who was rich became poor so that we might be rich in 

His grace—of which generous giving is part—so we also who are rich in 

His grace can excel in pressing His grace into service toward the gracious 

work of the church.  

     Pay attention to what you give to the church so that you may excel at it. 

And if you find that your heart has grown cold or indifferent toward it, 

immerse yourself in God’s Word. Read it at home. Attend Bible Class. 

Hear and listen to it preached in the Divine Service. Be reminded of what 

Christ has done for you in His incarnation, suffering, and death. For this 

will strengthen your faith and knowledge. And where that excels, so will 

the grace of giving excel also.  
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   Celebrating love 
For 80 years, a couple in Ecuador was an exceptional example of mari-
tal love. Julio Cesar Mora Tapia, 110, and Waldramina Maclovia 
Quinteros Reyes, 104, were wed on February 7, 1941. Until Julio’s 
death last October, they were reportedly the world’s oldest married 
couple. Their large family includes nine great-great-grandchildren! 

Good News Network recounts: “Julio Cesar fell in love with 
Waldramina’s beauty, her conversation, and her big heart.” Mean-
while, she found in him “a poet with a young spirit.” The couple says 
the formula for a lasting marriage is “love + maturity + mutual re-
spect,” as well as patience, compassion and hard work. 

That calls to mind Paul’s words, often read at weddings: “Love is pa-
tient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant or rude. 
It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does 
not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth” (1 Corinthians 
13:4-6, ESV). 

TREASURER NOTES 
 
During the past few months, I have had to frequently ask for receipts and 
many times the response is that they didn’t know that I wanted them. It is 
not a “want” but a “need”. In my position of Treasurer, I have to be totally 
transparent and there has to be a paper trail for every transaction that takes 
place. After I print a check to pay for something I staple the check stub to 
the receipt and/or invoice. Then file it in a monthly folder. 
     Sometimes I just have an invoice and it just shows an amount so I have 
no idea what was purchased. I need to know what was bought in order to 
charge it to the appropriate account. If you look at the workplan you can 
see that each board, and organization within the church has their own 
budget. It wouldn’t be appropriate to charge the Board of Elders for 
plumbing supplies or the Altar Guild for music. Receipts sometimes help 
with this. Although if a receipt isn’t clear, then it would be helpful if the 
person submitting the receipt would write on it what was bought and the 
purpose that the item was bought for. 
     If you purchase something for the church on your own, I will not reim-
burse you without a receipt. Also as noted in the newsletter when I took 
the position of Treasurer the church will not reimburse any sales tax. 
 
Thanks for your cooperation. 
Joyce Stuewe, Treasurer 
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2020 was a tough year for most of us. I have found that it has helped to 
look for the blessings. So, here are a few of mine. Our congregation 
was blessed with Pastor Lovett and his family joining our church family. 
The stay at home order was very frustrating, but it forced us “busy bod-
ies” to take time for ourselves and our families. (I even got most of my 
house painted.) These challenges forced people to be creative in ways 
of communication. The church began a ministry through media re-
sources. Additional opportunities for worship became available. I am so 
blessed and I pray that you all can find blessings within your daily lives. 
 

I would like to thank all the musicians for their willingness to minister 
through their music. I appreciate your patience with our crazy rehearsal 
schedule to help with some social distancing. I would like your opinion 
about when to go back to full choir and bell choir. This question is for all 
congregation members. I do value everyone’s opinion. Please shoot 
me an email at rsmusic123@gmail.com and let me know your 
thoughts.  

 

Musically Yours in Christ, 
Becky 
 

A DAILY PRAYER 

Whatever happens today, dear Lord, help us remember that you are pre-
sent. If we find ourselves in the shadows of disappointment or rejection or 
pain, let us see your comforting light. If we’re in the radiant light of suc-
cess or acceptance or wholeness, may we acknowledge your providence 

and grace. Wherever we are, grant us the assurance of your nearness.  
Amen.  

mailto:rsmusic123@gmail.com
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The soul of Christianity 
A Christ-centered life does not mean a life in which one sings 
hymns, reads Scripture and edifies his neighbors by hanging 
texts on the walls. One does not become a Christian by doing 
a good deed a day, nor by go-getting for religion, nor by en-
gaging in economic and political reform movements, even 
though these things are done from the noblest of human mo-
tives. A Christian is one who, believing that Christ is the Son of 
God, has that Christ-life in his soul.   —Fulton Sheen 

February 7 

8:30 am Instrumental 
8:45 am Choir Group 1 

Noon Bell Group 1 
 

February 14 

8:30 am Choir Group 1 

9:00 am Choir Group 2 

Noon Bell Group 1 
 

February 17 

6:30 pm Choir Group 1 
 

February 21 

8:30 am Bells Group 1 

9:00 am Men’s Choir 
Noon Bell Group 2 
 

February 24 

6:30 pm Men’s Choir 
 

February 28 

8:30 am Small Group 

8:45 am Choir Group 2 

Noon Bell Group 2 

Tentative Music Schedule 



 

 
 

 
 

 

LWML— Greetings, 
 

February is the month of Valentines Day and showing our love for each 
other.  However, we show our love every day by what we  say and do.  
The LWML put love into each quilt we make and each kit we put to-
gether, so that we can share this love with those in need.   
 

On February 9th we will be at church for quilting at 9:30 (if the weather 
is good and we are healthy).  We are now using old blankets in the mid-
dle of the quilts.  If anyone has old blankets they want to get rid of, feel 
free to give them to any LWML member or put them in the Sunflower 
Room. 
 

Our next LWML meeting will be February11th.  As usual, we will meet 
at Noon in the Sunflower Room for lunch before our meeting.  We will 
be deciding what project we would like to do during Lent which starts 
on the 17th.  Look for how you can help. 
 
Phyllis Ioerger 
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“Today is the tomorrow you worried about yesterday.” 

—Dale Carnegie 

Old English Prayer 

God be in my head and in my understanding. 
God be in my eyes and in my looking. 
God be in my mouth and in my speaking. 
God be in my heart and in my thinking. 
God be in my head and in my understanding. 
God be at my end and in my departing.  Amen 
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                       The Power of Love 

By comparing love to everything from oxygen and fire to wind and war, 
songs and poetry emphasize its immense power — for good or for ill. 
Christian author Patrick Morley uses metaphors that focus on love’s 
practicality in everyday life: “Love is the glue that holds us together and 
the oil that keeps us from rubbing each other the wrong way.” He also 
calls love “the WD-40 of relationships” because it “can seep into tight 
places where logic, threats and even promises just can’t seem to pene-
trate.” 

St. Augustine, who predated WD-40 by centuries, knew that love not 
only eases friction in personal interactions but, with God’s help, can 
change hearts and lives. “Love all [people], even your enemies,” he ad-
vises. “Love them, not because they are your brothers, but that they 
may become your brothers. Thus you will ever burn with fraternal love, 
both for him who is already your brother and for your enemy, that he 
may by loving become your brother.” 

Ash Wednesday is February 17th—No meal 
 
February 24 Lenten Meal 5:30  p.m. 
  Compline 7:00  p.m. 
March 3 Lenten Meal 5:30  p.m. 
  Compline 7:00  p.m. 
March 10 Lenten Meal 5:30  p.m. 
  Compline 7:00  p.m. 
March 17 Lenten Meal 5:30  p.m. 
  Compline 7:00  p.m. 
March 24 Lenten Meal 5:30  p.m. 
  Compline 7:00  p.m. 
March 31 Lenten Meal 5:30  p.m. 
  Compline 7:00  p.m. 
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Kid’s Page 

Happy Valentine’s Day! 
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Thank you for your generous staff Christmas 
gift.  I appreciate all the cards, goodies, kind 
words, and prayers.  Your are a blessing to me 
and my family.  Becky Schmidt 

February 17, 2021 
Divine Service 

7:00 pm   

 
Thank you for all the wonderful, beautiful cards, phone 
calls and gifts for my 95th birthday.  You don’t know how 
appreciative I am for your thoughtfulness.  I also want to 
thank the carolers for stopping by and dropping off the 
goodie bag.  God bless each and everyone of you and Happy 
New Year. – Betty Brown 

 
I would also like to thank the congrega-
tion for The Staff Christmas bonus re-
ceived.  As well as, all the goodies and 
beautiful Christmas cards. – Phyllis 
Jenish 

THANK YOU   I’m a little slow sending my thank you to the 
carolers.  I enjoyed your singing so much.  I hope to see all of 
you next Christmas.  I do miss all of you.  Vera Vaughn 

I would like to thank all of the carolers for 
coming to my house.  It was quite a sur-
prise to see you since I’m not a “shut-in”.  
Thank you also for the goodie bag.  May 
God bless all of you. – Darlene Kraus 

This is a little late, but I want to thank the carolers 
who came to my house for Christmas.  It always 
sounds so beautiful and even the neighbors enjoyed it 
this year.  I saw new faces this year which is good.  
God bless you all at Immanuel and, also thanks for the 
bag of treats. – Lorna Hohman 
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Official Acts during January, 2021 
 

Transferred In:  The Carpenter family, Mike, Sarah, Nathaniel and 
                              Malachi.  The family transferred from Zion Lutheran, 
                              Newton, KS. 
Transfer Out:   Shannon and Teri Spurgeon to Ascension Lutheran, 
                            Wichita, KS 

 

                                                      Date                Years   
Becky & Stirling Schmidt            2/19                    27 

Sarah Hunt   2/2 
Katie Todd   2/3 
Bev Mardis   2/7 
Jane Huenergardt  2/11 
Aubrey Wright               2/15 
Megan Muller   2/16 
Gene Awtrey   2/19 
Emma Klotz   2/20 
David Bromlow  2/21 
Joshua Lovett   2/22 
Elly Meyer   2/27  *90* 
Bridget Wright              2/28 

“Love is our true destiny. We do not find the meaning of life by 
ourselves alone; we find it with another.”  —Thomas Merton 



 

P
h

o
n

e
: 3

1
6

-2
6

4
-0

6
3

9
 

E
m

a
il: se

cre
ta

ry@
ilch

u
rch

.o
rg 

W
e

b
 S

ite
—

w
w

w
.ilch

u
rch

.o
rg 

Im
m

a
n

u
el’s T

ow
er C

h
im

es 


