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by Pastor Mark Lovett 

 

The Holy Scriptures are the sole source of Christian doctrine 
(teaching) and the norm by which all teaching is set. So our Lutheran 
Confessions say, “We believe, teach, and confess that he only rule and 
norm according to which all teachings, together with all teachers, 
should be evaluated and judged [2 Timothy 3:15-17] are the prophetic 
and apostolic Scriptures of the Old and New Testament 
alone” (Formula of Concord, Epitome, 1). 
 
 The Scriptures teach us not merely about God but reveal God’s 
will; His divine desire for humanity and all creation. His will, His desire, 
is to save humanity and creation from the destruction beset by sin 
and death. So St. Paul says that “For the creation was subjected to fu-
tility, not willingly, but because of him who subjected it, in hope 
that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to corruption 
and obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God” (Romans 
8:20-21). 
 
 God accomplishes His will through His Son, the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Again the Apostle: “God has done what the law, weakened by 
the flesh, could not do. By sending his own Son in the likeness of sin-
ful flesh and for sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, in order that the 
righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk 
not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit” (Romans 8:3-4). 
  
 This is what the Bible, the Holy Scriptures, teach. They also 
teach about the sacraments, the mysteries, of Christ by which His life 
is given to us by the Holy Spirit. They teach Christ as He says, “They 
bear witness of me” (St. John 5:39). They teach us the way of the Lord 
in the heart of the believer. They teach the profundity of God’s love 
and the infiniteness of His mercy. They teach us who we are in Christ 
Jesus. The Scriptures are the sole source and norm of all Christian 
teaching. So they are a joy to hear! 
 
 But the Scriptures don’t teach like a textbook. They instruct 
more like a journey. A textbook teaches and the student does some 
problems out of it, or learns how to think about a certain subject. But 
a journey teaches as the journey is undertaken. It’s hands-on. That’s 
how the Bible teaches. We can memorize the Bible and still have 
learned nothing or next to nothing about the life of God. So the Lord 
says, “Follow Me.” The Christian life is one of pilgrimage and journey;  

 (cont’d. on next page) 
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journeying toward the heavenly places and our Father’s house. 
The Christian life is lived, not memorized. Although like a jour-
ney, knowledge of the terrain and remembering lessons learned 
helps. So we do memorize the Scriptures so that on the journey 
we have a bottomless well from which to drink and a never 
ending supply of food from which to eat so that we do not 
grow faint on the way. 
 

So while the Bible alone is the sole source and norm of all 
Christian teaching (Sola Scriptura), the Bible is not alone. There, 
too, are the sacraments and the gathering. There, too, is the 
Church, the Body of Christ. The Bible is read at the Divine Litur-
gy because that is its proper place, instructing the people of 
God, teaching the way we should go so we do not depart from 
it. When we read the Bible at home or in private, it is an exten-
sion of having heard the Scriptures at the Lord’s Service, draw-
ing us back to Christ, doing it – reading and hearing the Scrip-
tures – in remembrance of Him. 
 
 The journey to the heavenly places takes place as we 
participate in the heavenly things given to us through the Lord’s 
Divine Liturgy, just as it has always been since Moses erected 
the tabernacle in the wilderness. The Lord God deigns to dwell 
with us, and does so fully in His Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, as 
the Holy Scriptures teach that: “the Father of glory, [sic] give 
you the Spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of 
him, having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may 
know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the 
riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, and what is the 
immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who be-
lieve, according to the working of his great might that he 
worked in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated 
him at his right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule 
and authority and power and dominion, and above every name 
that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come. 
And he put all things under his feet and gave him as head over 
all things to the church, which is his body, the fullness of 
him who fills all in all” (Ephesians 1:17-23). 
 
Grace and peace to you all. 
+Pastor Lovett 

“Whatever fear still assails us is either a temptation of Satan or a rem-
nant of the old man, for in Christ there can be nothing but supreme as-
surance and joy.”  —Martin Luther  
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At the September 1, 2020 Church Council meeting, a decision 
was made to fund the repairs to the organ in the Sanctuary that 
need to be done.  Information was not readily available at this 
meeting for the intended use of several memorial funds that are 
presently in savings accounts.  Therefore, a special Council meet-
ing was held on September 6th.  Funds that have been donated to 
Immanuel through memorials were identified, and a decision was 
made to expend some of them, plus monies from the garage sale, 
for the repairs of the organ. The cost of repairs is a little over 
$16,000.00.  Eventually there are other organ improvements that 
can be made that are costly, but will not need to be done right 
away.  Thanks to Becky Schmidt for holding an information 
meeting in the Sanctuary to explain the intended repairs of and 
answer question about the organ. 
 
In this and the next month, the Church Council Will be working 
on the 2021 Work Plan, preparing it for presentation to the con-
gregation for approval.  The proposed Work Plan will be availa-
ble near the end of October, and will be voted on at the Novem-
ber 8th Voters meeting. 
 
George Huenergardt 
President 

PRESIDENT’S COMMENTS 

Holy mysteries 
Dwell in the wonder of these two gifts of God: that God made us in his very image 
(Genesis 1:26), and then — “much more”! — that Christ came to earth as a human 
being (Philippians 2:7). 
 
Ponder and savor how poet John Donne (1572-1631) describes these mysteries: 
 
“’Twas much, that man was made like God before, 
But, that God should be made like man, much more.” 



 

The Feste Burg 
“A Mighty Fortress,” the hymn written by Protestant reformer 
Martin Luther in 1529, is powerful in English but even better 
in its original German. Historian Michael Streich notes that 
Luther compares God not only to a fortress but to a com-
pletely secure stronghold, or Feste Burg. 
 
“A burg was a fortified town,” Streich says. “When invaders 
approached, the surrounding populace fled to the safety of 
the walls” — sometimes to layers of walls within walls. Lu-
ther’s hymn compares God to the most powerful of all burgs, 
with eternally unbreakable walls. 
 
When we need a place of refuge, God offers his Mighty For-
tress, his Feste Burg. Within this refuge, with our value based 
on our relationship to God rather than on earthly achieve-
ments, we’ll never be put to shame. Inside this fortified town, 
the God who desires an eternal relationship with us delivers, 
rescues and saves us. 
 
—Homiletics 5 

BOARD OF STEWARDSHIP 
 
Through Word and Sacrament, the Holy Spirit equips us to do our 
work of stewardship.  In 2nd  Timothy  3:16-17, we read, “All Scrip-
ture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correct-
ing and training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be 
thoroughly equipped for every good work.” We pray that our wor-
ship and Bible studies will serve to equip all of us to be stewards 
living a God-pleasing life.  And now, “May the God of peace . . . 
equip you with everything good for doing His will, and may He 
work in us what is pleasing to Him, through Jesus Christ, to Whom 
be glory forever and ever.  Amen” (Hebrews 13:20, 21).  
 
Bob Todd, Chairman 
Board of Stewardship 

“Faith consists in believing what reason cannot.”  —Voltaire  
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BOARD OF PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 
 

Thanks to all who helped with the Work Day on Saturday Sept 12th. 
We dusted and cleaned the church pews, cleaned windows, rein-
stalled and moved the “You are now entering the Mission field” 
signs as you exit the church parking lots, moved dirt to low places 
around the church property, spread some new grass seed, installed 
and changed some light bulbs, installed a new outside water hydrant 
on the west side of the church and mowed parts of the church yard. 
Oh and yes we drank some coffee and ate some donuts and enjoyed 
some church fellowship. My helpers were Pastor Lovett, Cecil Wulf, 
George Huenergardt, Kathy, Ken and Bryce Loesing, Jean Stever, 
Phyllis Ioerger, Brenae Ard, Brenda Muller, and Eric Stuewe. 
 
As we move forward George Huenergardt and Cecil Wulf will begin 
the process of installing the new security cameras and wires. Please 
do not hesitate to join in and help out. 
 
Please let me, George Huenergardt, Cecil Wulf, Elaine Todd or the 
church office know if you are aware of something that needs atten-
tion. As always thank you to all of you that do things on a day to day 
basis that help maintain our church facilities! 
  
Kevin Stuewe  
Chair of Board Property Maintenance  

 

A singular focus 
When we try to focus on too many things at once, sometimes we end up do-
ing nothing well. During a visit to their house (see Luke 10:38-42), Jesus 
tells Martha that only one thing is needed and that Mary has chosen rightly. 
Surely Jesus doesn’t mean that quiet devotion is needed while serving oth-
ers is not. But when we let ourselves get “worried and distracted by many 
things,” we may lose sight of the one crucial thing: love. 
 
St. Francis is credited with the following quote: “God came to my house and 
asked for charity. And I fell on my knees and cried, ‘Beloved, what may I 
give?’ ‘Just love,’ God said. ‘Just love.’” 
 
And in Galatians 5:6 (NRSV), St. Paul writes, “For in Christ Jesus … the only 
thing that counts is faith working through love.” Amid all the worthy pur-
suits that fill your days, remember to choose rightly — by choosing love. 
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BOARD OF EVANGELISM 
 

Seems this month is not so newsy, but I was in Portals of Prayers 
this morning in Job and will share a little poem that should give us 
a lot of comfort. 
 
 

             From God We Learn How To Live 
 
True wisdom and real power belong to God. 
From him we learn how to live and also what to live for. 
If He tears something down it's down for good. 
If He holds back the rain, there's a drought. 
If He lets it loose, there's a flood. 
STRENGTH AND SUCCESS BELONG TO GOD; both de-
ceived  
and deceiver must answer to Him. 
So why do we worry so much and try to solve our life by our-
selves? I say 
put your worries in your pocket---the one with the hole in it. 
 
God bless each and everyone of you---You Are Precious In His 
Sight. 
                        
Jean Stever 
Evangelism                 

Near the end of his life, Protestant reformer Martin Luther suf-
fered debilitating headaches. When told about a costly medicine 
that might offer some relief, Luther smiled and said, “My best 
prescription for head and heart is that ‘God so loved the world, 
that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in 
him should not perish, but have everlasting life.’” 
 
That Bible verse became a refrain for Luther on his deathbed. “What 
Spartan saying can be compared with this wonderful brevity,” he said of 
John 3:16. “It is the Bible itself!” After repeating the words of that Gos-
pel-in-a-nutshell verse three times in Latin, Luther exclaimed, “They are 
the best prescription for headaches and heartaches!”  
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Left to right:  Joe Doubrava, Pastor Mark Lovett, Suzanne Cooper & Jay 
Cooper, George Huenergardt, Barbara Dilli and Bob Todd. 
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RSVP  by October 19—by calling Immanuel’s office 
at 264-0639, or email secretary@ilchurch.org 

Faith is permitting ourselves to be seized by the things we do not 
see—Martin Luther 
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Reformation Festival 2020! 
T 10 – 25 – 2020 T 

 

On October 25th, 2020 Immanuel Lutheran Church in Wichita is hosting the 
annual joint-circuit Reformation Festival of circuits 10 and 11. All are invited to 

join the festivities! We first gather around our Lord’s gifts 
given to us in the Divine Service. Our guest preacher will 
be the Rev. Dr. Carl Fickenscher. A circuit-wide choir will 
lead the Church’s song. After the service we’ll gather for a 
banquet dinner. When most are ready for coffee, we’ll sit at 
the feet of Dr. Fickenscher for a Reformation Lecture. 
Banquet tickets are $15/plate, children 10 and under eat 
free. The offering from the service will support the Joint-
Seminary Fund. We rejoice at the opportunity to gather Lu-
therans from around Kansas to celebrate our Lord’s faith-
fulness to us from generation to generation! Hope to see 

you October 25th! 
 

4:00pm – Divine Service                                      Immanuel Lutheran Church 
5:30pm – Dinner                                                             909 S. Market St. 
6:15pm – Lecture – Rev. Dr. Carl Fickenscher      Wichita, Kansas 67211 
7:30pm – Closing Prayer 

 

To plan for the meal, we need an approximate headcount by Monday, October 
19th. Please RSVP to Immanuel: (316) 264-0639 or secretary@ilchurch.org. 
Please pay at the door. Clergy wishing to participate are to contact Rev. Geoff 
Boyle (pastor.boyle@gmail.com). 

T T T  
 

The Rev. Dr. Carl C. Fickenscher II is Professor of Pastoral Ministry and Mis-
sions and Chairman of the Pastoral Ministry and Missions Department of Con-
cordia Theological Seminary, teaching primarily in the area of homiletics. He is 
also Director of Pastoral Formation Programs of the seminary. 
     Dr. Fickenscher received his Bachelor of Arts degree in Political Science from 
Southern Methodist University in May 1976 and a Master of Business Admin-
istration there as well in August 1978. After working in business and politics, he 
earned his Master of Divinity degree from Concordia Theological Seminary in 
May 1984. Dr. Fickenscher pursued his doctoral degree at Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, receiving the PhD in Homiletics from that institution in 
May 1996, making him the first man in the LCMS to hold a PhD in this field. 
     Dr. Fickenscher is Editor of Concordia Pulpit Resources, the synod’s preach-
ing journal published by Concordia Publishing House, and Chairman of the 
LCMS Preach the Word Project, celebrating the 500th anniversary of the Refor-
mation. He has published numerous articles, essays, sermons, and curricular piec-
es, receiving an award from Concordia Historical Institute in 2012 for a series of 
articles on the preaching of C. F. W. Walther. Currently he is working on a book 
for CPH, Looking Forward to Sunday Morning. 
 

Please plan to attend this joyous Reformation Festival in Wichita! 

T sola gratia, sola fide, sola scriptura, solus Christus! T 
 

mailto:secretary@ilchurch.org
mailto:pastor.boyle@gmail.com
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Thank you to everyone who came to hear about our organ. Council ap-
proved to have the organ re-voiced, the flutes packed, and the console 
upgraded. In fact, they will have started the revoicing on some of the 
pipes before you read this. They also approved starting an organ fund 
with the left-over garage sale proceeds so that we can start fundraising 
for the tonal updates. That you to everyone for your support of the up-
keep of the organ. 
 
You are invited to participate in the Reformation Choir. We will have 
rehearsals on Sunday, October 18 at 4:30; Thursday, October 22 at 
7:00; and Sunday October 25 at 3:00. The service is at 4:00 at Imman-
uel Lutheran Church.  Let me know if you are interested in participating 
in our Reformation choir, so that I can plan ahead for social distancing.  
 
Musically Yours in Christ, 
Becky Schmidt 
316-650-3600 
rsmusic123@gmaiil.com 

Tentative Music Schedule 
 
Choir Group 2   

Joe, Adam, David, Stirling, Brenda, Phyllis, Kay, Carolyn (Tracee) 
Rehearses - September 27, October 4, and 11 

Sings in church - October 11 
 
Bell Group 2  

Bev, Steve, Barb, Stirling, Andrew, Martiya (Adam) 
Rehearses - September 27, October 4, and 11 at noon; October 18 at 
8:30 am 
Plays in church - October 18 
 
Other Special Groups 
October 4 - Adam, Stirling, Brenda, Martiya, Becky (Tracee) 
October 25 - Brass 
 
Reformation Choir 
Rehearses - October 18 at 4:30; Thursday, October 22 at 7:00; and 
Sunday October 25 at 3:00. 
Sing in Church October 25 at 9:30 and 4:00. 

 
 
 

mailto:rsmusic123@gmaiil.com
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NOTES FROM THE TREASURER 

 

In case you haven’t heard. The elevator was paid off in full in 2019. How-
ever we are still receiving some monies for the elevator. A suggestion 
where you might want your offering to go to is the Organ Fund. 
 
Our beautiful organ is in need of repair. It was 1984 when it last under-
went major repairs and updates. There are several issues that need to be 
addressed. Becky in her musical wisdom has been babying the organ along 
for a long time and not using certain stops because they either didn’t work 
or sounded awful. For those of you who attended Becky’s informational 
meeting you know what I mean when I stated “sounded awful”.  
 
During that presentation Becky outlined 3 steps to repair the organ. The 
repair of the organ has been approved by the Administrative Council. The 
first two steps will be paid for with memorials that families have gracious-
ly given their permission to do so with as well as part of the Mary Miller 
fund. Also a portion of the garage sale receipts will go to the Organ Fund. 
Step one and two will cost $16,927.00 and these two steps will be finished 
before the Reformation festival that Immanuel will be hosting. There is 
plenty of money available to pay for this. 
 
However, the cost of the third step is around $30,000 and Immanuel will 
need those funds raised by the congregation. So if the repair of the organ is 
important to you and you want to donate, you may mail a check to the of-
fice or drop it in the offering plate. Be sure to mark Organ Fund in the 
memo line so the Financial Secretary knows where the money should go.  
 
Since October is Stewardship Month and we make our pledges for the up-
coming year on the last Sunday in October, you may want to consider 
making a pledge to the Organ Fund.  
 
The Organ Fund is a designated fund and is to be used only for the repair 
of the organ. 
 
In our Lord’s service, 
Joyce Stuewe 

“Nothing [is] more truly artistic than to love people.”  —Vincent Van Gogh  



 

 
 

 
 

LWML— Greetings, 
 
We are looking forward to October 4th for LWML Sunday.  We will have 
the quilts in the sanctuary and they will be blessed before they are sent, 
along with the School Kits,  to Lutheran World Relief on Tuesday Octo-
ber 6th.  The ladies of the LWML will be providing the refreshments after 
the service.  We will be packing the quilts on Monday, October 5th at 
9:30 am. 
 
If anyone is interested in working on quilts, please join us on the 2nd and 
4th Tues. of the month at 9:30 am.  Bring a sack lunch if you are able to 
stay past noon.  As Brenda has said, if she can learn to tie quilts, anyone 
can learn to tie quilts! 
 
Our next meeting will be on October 8th.  at noon.  We will be trimming 
the stamps that you have all been collecting to turn in at the Fall Rally on 
October 10th at Trinity here in Wichita. 
 
Hope you have a safe and blessed fall season. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
Phyllis Ioerger 
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Youth News 
 

We had a great time for movie night. We watched the movie Overcomer 
as well as decorating bricks in the youth room. You should check out the 
history represented on the bricks. We also made our own pizza and en-
joyed dessert made by Carolyn and Sarah. Thanks to Ashley for bringing 
pop. Thank you to Martiya and Andrew for helping with supervision and 
providing the movie. 
 

Our Sunday School is studying stories of the Old Testament in relation to 
the catechism. Some of the students have also been leading some of our 
classes. We have had some very interesting discussions 
 

Keep your eyes on the bulletin for our next fun activity. 
 

Blessings to you all. 
Becky 
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The theme for LWML Sunday 2020 is based on 
Jesus’ words to the chief priests and Pharisees 
found in Matthew 21:43 that … The kingdom of 
God will be … given to a people producing its 
fruits. As people of the kingdom of God, God 
graciously nurtures us and generously gives us 
everything we need to produce fruit for the 
kingdom during the fruit-bearing season of our 
lives. In response to God’s grace and empow-
ered by the Holy Spirit through Word and Sac-
rament, Kingdom People (in the LWML) Pro-
duce Kingdom Fruit for the season of our whole life on this earth.  

LWML FALL RALLY 
 

DATE:  Saturday, October 10, 020 

PLACE:  Trinity Lutheran Church 

                                        611 E. Erie, Wichita, KS 
                         (Use east door off of the parking lot) 

COST:  $8.00 
 

SCHEDULE: 
Registration:  9:15—9:45 am 

Singing:  9:45 am 
Call to Order:  10:00  am 

Opening Devotions:  Pastor Boyle 
Bible Study:  Pastor Snow 

Closing Devotions:  Pastor Schnelle 
Adjournment:  2:30 pm 

RSVP no later than Monday, October 5, to Vicki Lessman 
(316) 684-1367 (h) (316) 641-9392 (c) or email:  vlessman@cox.net  

 
Childcare will be available.  If needed, ask when registration is sub-

mitted.   
 

INGATHERING will be to support Grace Lutheran Wichita’s Food 
Pantry.  The following is a list of items given:  Laundry soap, dish 

soap, bar soap and toilet paper.  Applesauce, canned fruit, saltines, 
noodles/pasts, pancake syrup, spaghetti sauce, pancake mix, tuna, 
canned corn, canned soup, peanut butter, canned beans, canned 

green beans, macaroni & cheese, flour, sugar, oatmeal, rice and mar-
garine.  The pantry is open every Tuesday with 8 volunteers.  House-

holds may come very 3 months.  103 households are served. 
 

SERVANT EVENT :  Trimming stamps for Stamporee.  Please bring 
paper cutting scissors. 
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 After looking up each Bible passage, find and circle 
the location in the word search.  (If a verse lists more 

than one place, figure out which one is hidden.)  Answers 
can be fund horizontally, vertically and diagonally. 

Genesis 2:15  
Genesis 11:9 
Genesis 35:1 
Exodus 13:18 
Ruth 1:1 
1 Kings 18:19 
1 Chronicles 11:4 
Isaiah 23:1 
Isaiah 23:2 
Isaiah 23:3 
Jonah 1:2 
Matthew 3:6 
Matthew 4:18 
Matthew 26:36 
Luke 24:13 
John 2:1 
Acts 8:5 
Acts 11:22 
Acts 17:16 
Romans 1:15         

S I D O N G N I L E S O 

J J O R D A N R I V E R 

E S G A A R C A N A A M 

R A E T B D C D B E O O 

U M T H B E T H E L F U 

S A H E T N E A T N G N 

A R S N Y O M N H I A T 

L I E S R F M T L N L C 

E A M D E E A I E E I A 

M F A R S D U O H V L R 

G H N O A E S C E E E M 

I J E M B N A H M H E E 

T O W E R O F B A B E L 
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Kid’s Page 

HAPPY FALL 
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Clergy Appreciation Day 
Sunday October 11 

 

This day always fall on the second 
Sunday in October reminds us to 
recognize the work of ministers, 
pastors, and priests in the United 

States.  This nation day also falls in 
National Clergy Month, which is 

observed each October. 

Who started Pastor Appreciation Day?  In Timothy 1 (5:17), 
Paul began the concept of clergy appreciation when he stated 
that the elders of the church are worthy of double honor. He reit-
erated this idea in Thessalonians 1 (5: 12-13) when he stated that 
those who work hard among you should be held in the highest 
regard for their work.  

Concordia Academy 
A Lutheran Liberal Arts Education 

Our school seeks to be intentionally Christian, and particularly Lutheran. 
We believe that a Lutheran ethos of doctrine and practice, carried out in 
the school as well as the home and church, will aid our children in their 
fight against sin, death, and the devil. Will you help bring this Lutheran 
High School to light? Our target start date is Fall of 2022. Pray for us, talk 
about us with friends, ask about helping the board, and if you have chil-
dren in 7th grade or younger, consider enrolling. For more, see 
www.concordiaacademywichita.org or email us at concordiaacade-
mywichita@gmail.com. 
 

CONCORDIA ACADEMY'S CURRICULUM is sometimes called 
"classical," which simply means that it deals with the classical cultures of 
Greece and Rome, especially as adopted by the Christians and directed 
towards Christ as the fulfillment of all that is true, good, and beautiful. 
For more, see www.concordiaacademywichita.org or email us at concor-
diaacademywichita@gmail.com. 

http://www.concordiaacademywichita.org
mailto:concordiaacademywichita@gmail.com
mailto:concordiaacademywichita@gmail.com
http://www.concordiaacademywichita.org
mailto:concordiaacademywichita@gmail.com
mailto:concordiaacademywichita@gmail.com
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Kimber Wright  10/1 
Nancy Hershberger 10/6 
Brent Ostgren  10/6 
Tracee Snyder 10/10 
Ashley Doubrava 10/13 
Todd Dafforn  10/14 
Linda Wabel  10/21 
Kay Doubrava  10/24 
Chuck Muller  10/27 
Garry Woodward 10/27 
Ryan Loesing  10/28 

                                                       DATE           YEARS 
Chuck & Brenda Muller           10/3 39 
Ken & Kathy Loesing 10/6 36 
Steve & Bev Mardis 10/29 32 
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