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Friendship Day August 2 
International Beer Day August 7 
International Youth Day August 12 
International Lefthanders Day August 13 
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Women’s Equality Day August 26 
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by Pastor Mark Lovett 

 

Good theology always starts with Christ. Christ says that no one knows the 
Father except through Him, and that He asks the Father to send the Spirit 
(Jn. 14:6; 16). So we don’t know the Father or the Spirit without the Son. If we 
do not know the Son, then, we do not know God. So good, proper, godly the-
ology always starts with the Son of God, Jesus Christ, the  
Son of Mary.  
 

But what does it mean to start with Jesus? One might ask, doesn’t a person 
have to believe in God before he or she can believe in Jesus? No. Quite to 
the contrary, unless a person believe on the Lord Jesus, he cannot please 
God, that is, he cannot believe on God, as Jesus says, “Apart from me, you 
can do nothing” (Jn. 15:5). In order to please God, in order to be reconciled to 
God and be a friend of God, a person must believe on the Lord Jesus.  
 

Okay, so let’s start with Jesus. Who is He? He is, of course, the Savior, the 
Christ, the Anointed One sent by the Father to reconcile the world to God. 
How do you know? Why do  you care? I know and I care by the same evi-
dence: the resurrection. The resurrection of Jesus Christ is the bedrock of our 
faith. In fact, it is not too strong a statement to say that our faith is built on the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. This is nothing other than what the apostle Paul 
writes to the church in Corinth: “If Jesus has not been raised from the dead, 
then our preaching is in vain and your faith is in vain” (1 Cor. 15:14). 
 

When we say that the Church is built on Christ, we mean that she is built on 
the living Lord, not just the idea of Jesus. The resurrection of Jesus is the 
bedrock to our faith and so it is the fountain and source of all our theology, 
praise, liturgy, worship, and wisdom.  

 
What this means, Christian, is that when you speak to the unbeliever, start 
with Christ. Not with Christmas or Golgotha, but with the risen Christ. This is 
as our Lord testifies saying to His disciples, “What I do you do not understand 
now, but afterward you will understand” (Jn. 13:7). And also, before Jesus 
was risen from the dead it is written of His disciples, “[They] did not under-
stand these things at first, but when Jesus was glorified, then they remem-
bered that these things had been written about Him and had been done to 
Him” (Jn. 12:16).  
 
 

 (cont’d. on next page) 

  



 

3 

It was not until after the resurrection that Jesus made sense to His disci-
ples. After He was raised from the dead His disciples got it and became 
His powerful and effective witnesses throughout the entire world, still wit-
nessing in their epistles and gospels today.  
 
So when you speak to the unbeliever about Christ, begin with the resur-
rection because it is the bedrock of our faith. It is the Gospel, for if we 
have died a death like His, then we will surely share in a resurrection like 
His (Ro. 6:5). The resurrection of Jesus Christ is the power of God unto 
salvation for all who believe.  
 

The peace of God that is beyond all understanding keep your hearts and 
minds safely in Christ Jesus. Amen. 

 
+Pr. Lovett 

Back to school 
Early one morning, a mother woke her son, who whined about having 
to go to school. 
 
“Give me two reasons why you don’t want to go,” she said. 
 
“Well,” he complained, “the kids don’t like me, and neither do the 
teachers!” 
 
“Nonsense,” she said. “Come get ready.” 
 
“Give me two reasons why I should go,” the son protested. 
 
“Well, for one, you’re 52,” she said. “For another, you’re the princi-
pal!” 
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The Board of Elders at their last meeting chose Dan Snyder to be 
their Chairman.  At that meeting the Board talked about what 
changes should be made in how communion will be handled dur-
ing our Divine Services.  Several thoughts and ideas were dis-
cussed, with the final decision that the Elders will assist Pastor 
Lovett in communion distribution to improve the efficiency and 
still maintain safe practices in the light of the Corona Virus Pan-
demic.  Also discussed if any changes should be made in the fre-
quency of the services and when and if we can lift any of the re-
strictions now in place.  For the present time services will be con-
ducted as they have been for the past number of weeks and contin-
ue to evaluate if there are any changes needed. 
 
We can be thankful to the Lord that there have been no Covid 19 
virus cases in our membership to our knowledge, and that our 
church doors are still open for worship. 
 
On August 16th there will be a pot-luck dinner after church which 
will also give an opportunity to conduct a very short Voters Meet-
ing.  This meeting’s only matter of business will be to nominate a 
person to a Kansas District Board of Directors.  Pastor Lovett will 
have name suggestions available at the Voters Meeting.  
 
There will be a presentation by Immanuel Board of Evangelism 
and also representatives of the Wichita Police Department with 
information about their program which helps homeless people of 
Wichita.   
 
Please plan on attending. 
 
George Huenergardt 
President 
 

PRESIDENT’S COMMENTS 

“Every saint has a past. Every sinner has a future.” 
—Stanley Hauerwas  
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BOARD OF ELDERS 
 

The Elders have elected Dan Snyder to be the Chairperson of their 
committee 

BOARD OF STEWARDSHIP 
 

A Way of Life 
     Webster’s Dictionary defines ‘stewardship’ as follows:  “…the careful 
and responsive management of something entrusted to one’s care.” 
     The doctrine of stewardship as taught by Christ means that our money, 
every penny, comes from God.  It’s our duty to return as much as possi-
ble during our lifetime.  Andrew Carnegie said, “He who dies rich – dies 
disgraced.” 
     We are God’s stewards of everything we possess.  Not only our mon-
ey, but our time, our talents, our very life, all that we have, has been giv-
en to us by God.  Read what St. Paul wants us to understand in regards to 
stewardship in 1st Corinthians 4:1-2.   
     Christian stewardship is our commitment to the giving of our time, 
talent, and material possessions, being a responsible and concerned care-
taker of Christ’s church, caring for the needs of one another, offering of 
one’s self as Christ gave His life for us, what a person does after saying 
“I believe” as proof of that belief; and finally, Christian stewardship is 
being devoted and totally committed to service God and His Church mor-
ally, spiritually, physically and financially as an individual and collec-
tively as a family unit. God bless all Immanuel members and friends. 
  
Bob Todd 
Board of Stewardship       

“Theirs is an endless road, a hopeless maze, who seek for goods before they 
seek for God.”  —Bernard of Clairvaux  
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BOARD OF PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 
 

Board of Properties continues to be busy,  In the last month we have:   

     Repaired the Air Conditioning system in the Church office.  

     Installed new Led lighting in the entrance hallway from the south lot.   

     Unclogged the drain in the fellowship Hall closet where the air  
     conditioner condensation drains. 

     Repaired and installed some new sprinklers on the church yard  
     irrigation system.   

     Unclogged the downspout drain on the north side of the church.   

     Upcoming: - The security cameras have arrived,  installation will begin       
     shortly.   
 

As always if you see something that needs attention contact George Huen-
ergardt, Cecil Wulf, Elaine Todd, the Church office, or Kevin. 

Kevin Stuewe, Chair 

 

BOARD OF EVANGELISM 
 

Looks like we're heading in the direction of fall with many questions of 
where the pandemic will allow us to proceed. Ran across this little piece of 
info. 
                                God formed us 
                                     Sin deformed us 
                                          The Bible informs us 
                                               But Jesus transforms us 
 
He is still our Redeemer and holds us in His loving arms as we travel this 
worldly road of life. Let's hold each other up in His teachings. 
 
Join us August 16th for a potluck and hear our youth tell us all about their 
trip to Ft. Wayne camp. 
 
God's blessings to each and every one of you. 
 
Jean Stever--Evangelism 
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This is a tough one to write. (Maybe that is why I didn’t make the 
deadline.) Usually, I am planning “parties” and recruiting for the 
upcoming year. We should be picking music and preparing to be-
come better musicians as we prairie the Lord through our music. I 
have been waiting to see what the guidance is for music making 
in the schools so that we can be safe as we share our musical 
talents. Scientists have been researching how germs are spread 
by singing and playing instruments. At this point, the recommen-
dation for our schools is to wear masks if proper social distancing 
can not be done and no sharing of instruments. I plan on talking 
with people in our musical groups about how they would like to 
proceed. I would love to hear your opinion.  Feel free to email me 
at rsmusic123@gmail.com with your ideas. 

 

For right now, we are going to continue to use small groups and 
soloists, so please let me know if you would like to share during 
church sometime. 
 

Musically Yours in Christ, 
Becky 

A lachrymatory lesson 
To calm his crying children, Charles Ferrell used to say, “Wait until I 
get a jar! I want to catch and save your tears.” While he pretended to 
search for a vessel, his kids usually quieted down. 
 
Tear jars were actually common in biblical times. 
Called lachrymatories, they’re still sold in Old Jerusalem. Bible char-
acters had a variety of uses for these jars. The woman who cried at 
Jesus’ feet may have felt such sorrow about her wayward lifestyle 
that she brought a jar of her tears and added to them. In Psalm 23:5 
(KJV), the cup that “runneth over” may have referred to a lachryma-
tory filled with tears of joy due to God’s goodness. 

mailto:rsmusic123@gmail.com
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Patient attention, valuable discoveries 

For many people, the coronavirus pandemic has been a test of pa-
tience — or worse. Medically vulnerable people face an anxious time 
of hypervigilance. Furloughed workers wait on hold or in lines for 
assistance. Special events have been canceled or rescheduled. 
 
Those not impacted directly deal with assorted frustrations and in-
conveniences. Many people are learning the benefit of slowing 
down, being present (even virtually) to others and practicing patient 
attention. 
 
Interestingly, scientist Isaac Newton did some of his best work when 
the plague forced Cambridge University to close. At home, the in-
quisitive student invented calculus and developed groundbreaking 
theories of gravity and optics. Later Newton called 1666 his annus 
mirabilis (“year of wonders”) and reportedly said, “If I have made 
any valuable discoveries, it [owes] more to patient attention than to 
any other talent.” 

What have you discovered during the Covid-19 crisis? What apprecia-
tions have you developed for aspects of life you may have previously 
taken for granted? What has social distancing taught you about the 
value of neighbors, church, community volunteering? 
 
During the pandemic, what have you learned about persistence and 
God’s presence? What empathy do you now feel for writers of words 
such as “I wait for the LORD, my whole being waits, and in his word I 
put my hope” (Psalm 130:5, NIV)? 

A dark and stormy night 
During a loud summer thunderstorm, a mother tucked her son into bed. 
As she turned off the light, he asked with a tremor, “Mommy, will you 
sleep with me tonight?” 
 
The mother smiled and gave her son a reassuring hug. “I can’t, dear,” 
she said. “I have to sleep in Daddy’s room.” 
 
After a long silence, the boy replied, “The big sissy.” 
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HYMN WORD SEARCH 

The Church’s One Foundation 
By Samuel J. Stone, 1839-1900 

THE 
CHURCHS 
ONE 
FOUNDATION 
IS 
JESUS CHRIST 
HER LORD 
SHE IS 
HIS NEW 
CREATION 
BY WATER 
AND  
THE WORD 
FROM 
HEAVN 
HE CAME 
AND  
SOUGHT 
HER 

TO BE 
HIS 
HOLY 
BRIDE 
WITH  
HIS 
OWN  
BLOOD 
HE 
BOUGHT 
HER AND 
FOR HER 
LIFE 
HE DIED 
 
ELECT 
FROM 
EVRY 
NATION 

ONE 
OER 
ALL 
THE EARTH 
HER 
CHARTER 
OF SALVATION 
ONE LORD 
ONE FAITH 
ONE BIRTH 
ONE 
HOLY 
NAME 
SHE  
BLESSES 
PARTAKES 
ONE 
HOLY 
FOOD 

AND TO 
ONE HOPE 
SHE 
PRESSES 
WITH 
EVRY 
GRACE 
ENDUED 



 

 
 
 

 

LWML— Greetings, 
 
It is another hot July---which signals back to school sales!  The LWML is 
once again collecting school supplies for book bags.  A flyer is available, 
when you sign in before church, with the needed supplies.  Who knows 
what school will look like around the world this year, but Lutheran World 
Relief is needing school kits for students everywhere.  Please help. 
 
Our next meeting will be on August 13th at noon.    Hope to see you there. 
 
Yours in Christ Jesus, 
Phyllis Ioerger   
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Friendship is one of the greatest gifts a human being can receive. It is a 
bond beyond common goals, common interests or common histories. It is 
a bond stronger than sexual union can create, deeper than a shared fate 
can solidify and even more intimate than the bonds of marriage or com-
munity. 
 
Friendship is being with the other in joy and sorrow, even when we can-
not increase the joy or decrease the sorrow. It is a unity of souls that gives 
nobility and sincerity to love. Friendship makes all of life shine brightly. 
—Henri Nouwen  

Shine on, friends!  

 “A perfect summer day is when the sun is shining, the breeze is blowing, 
the birds are singing and the lawn mower is broken.”  —James Dent  
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Winston Churchill reportedly said, “we make a living by what we get, but 
we make a life by what we give.” According to Churchill then, our lives 
are defined less by what we have gotten and more by what we give away. 
 
Our Lord’s life is defined in this way. He gave completely of Himself for 
us. He became man for us. He taught the truth of God’s Word. He healed 
those with many and various diseases. He died the death that we deserve 
because of sin. He gave of Himself in order to save us from sin, death, and 
hell. So it is that by giving completely of Himself, He got us for Himself, 
making us citizens of His eternal kingdom by grace.  
 
As it was for Jesus, so it is also for us. We get more from giving than we 
do from simply getting. Giving softens our hearts and frees us from the 
worries of this world and making a living. For when we are singularly fo-
cused on making a living, we are singularly focused on what we get.  
 
That mindset begins to bleed into all areas of our lives – our relationships 
with friends and family, with neighbors and coworkers, and with the Lord. 
It shifts our focus from asking “How can I be a friend, family member, 
neighbor, and servant to others?” to “What have they done for me lately?” 
We become more selfish instead of selfless.  
 
But, when we give, we do not have less, and we do not become less. We 
have more and become more. Because when we give, we join in the bond 
of friendship and family, the bond of service to those around us out of 
love for them. And love is the fulfillment of the Law. It is the nature of 
God Himself, for God is Love. Thus, we are participating in the divine 
nature. As Jesus said, “It is more blessed to give than to receive” (Acts 
20:35).   

STEWARDSHIP UPDATE 
      (All “Maturing Stewards” articles are prepared by LCMS) 

The rhythm of rest 
Does God indeed need to rest? Of course not! But did God choose to 
rest? Yes. Why? Because God subjected creation to a rhythm of rest 
and work that he revealed by observing the rhythm himself, as a prec-
edent for everyone else. In this way, he showed us a key to order in 
our private worlds.  —Gordon McDonald 
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THANK YOU 

Learning — and laughing — on the fly 
Faced with the sudden move to livestreamed church services, 
many pastors and worship leaders had to learn new technology 
quickly during the pandemic. As they were “winging it,” bloopers 
and bobbles added levity to the tense time. 
 
For instance, a fake tree fell on a drummer while a worship song 
was being broadcast from Georgia. After getting too close to a can-
dle, a vicar in England had to pause to extinguish flames from his 
sweater. And several preachers appeared on screen with cartoon-
like features after inadvertently turning on social media filters. 
 
“This wasn’t planned,” wrote the pastor about the falling ficus, 
which didn’t cause injury but quickly went viral. “But God used it 
to bring laughter to the hearts of many. For that, we are thank-
ful.” 

  

Thank you to everyone who sent birthday 
greetings and wishes for my birthday.  
God has truly blessed me with many 
good friends.         –Phyllis Jenish  

One and only 

God declines to sit atop an organizational flowchart. He is the organiza-
tion. He is not interested in being president of the board. He is the 
board. And life doesn’t work until everyone else sitting around the ta-
ble in the boardroom of your heart is fired. He is God, and there are no 
other applicants for that position. 

There are no partial gods, no honorary gods, no interim gods, no assis-
tants to the regional gods. God is saying this not because he is insecure 
but because it’s the way of truth in this universe, which is his creation. 
Only one God owns and operates it. Only one God designed it, and only 
one God knows how it works. He is the only God who can help us, direct 
us, satisfy us, save us.    ―Kyle Idleman, Gods at War 
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Kid’s Page 

“A friend is one of the nicest things you can have, and one of the 
best things you can be.”  —Douglas Pagels  
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Important Update from Fairmount Ministries: You may remember, prior to 
Covid-19, we were planning to host two Town Hall meetings in April. At these 
in-person meetings, we were hoping to discuss the crucial needs that must be 
met to make Fairmount Ministries & Coffee Company a sustainable and thriv-
ing ministry. Due to circumstances outside of our control, we had to cancel the 
in-person meetings. We created this video with the hard work and dedication of 
many people to still bring this vital message to you.  
https://tinyurl.com/fairmounttownhall 
  
Please watch this video in its entirety. We understand that it is over 20 minutes, 
however, the information and requests presented are vitally important to the 
long-term status of your LCMS Campus Ministry at Wichita State University. 
 
If you feel called to support Fairmount, you can give using our online por-
tal; https://fairmountministries.churchcenter.com/giving or by mailing 
checks to Fairmount Ministries, 3815 E. 17th St. N., Wichita, KS 67208  
 
Thank you for your continued love, prayers, and support! 

https://tinyurl.com/fairmounttownhall
https://fairmountministries.churchcenter.com/giving
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 DATE            YEARS 

Andrew & Martiya Stuewe 8/9  1 
Vic & Sondra Schimming 8/16  61 
Marty & Gretchen Cox 8/19  14 

AUGUST   

Jake Lewallen  8/5 
Joyce Stuewe  8/6 
Adam Schmidt  8/7 
Cecil Wulf  8/8 
Kristopher Lovett 8/11 
Terry Vaughn  8/17 
Bud Hermann  8/19 
Carol Leach  8/22 
Don Arnold  8/23 
Heide Bryan  8/24 
Ken Wabel  8/26 
Virginia Sandifer 8/31 

Official Acts during June & July, 2020 
 
Transferred In:  Arnie Wood from Holy Cross Lutheran, Wichita. 
Released:  Jacob Hobbie 
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