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by Pastor Mark Lovett 

 

Trinitytide 2020 
April 
 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and from our Lord 
Jesus Christ who is our life and our salvation. 

Have you ever wondered what makes a strong congrega-
tion?  What are the attributes and characteristics of a strong congrega-
tion?  What does it even mean to be a strong congregation? Some 
would say a strong congregation is one that has no money problems; 
that every member does his or her part in giving tithes and offer-
ings.  That would be a monetarily strong congregation and, yes, every 
member ought to be tithing according to their means as our Lord says, 
“When you give alms…” not “if you give alms…” (Matt. 6), and St. Paul 
says, “Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctant-
ly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver” (2 Corinthians 
9:7).  

Others would say a strong congregation is one that has lots of 
activities, lots of stuff to do.  But having lots of stuff to do isn’t the 
strength a congregation needs.  Lots of people have lots to do and it 
doesn’t make them better or stronger dads and moms or children, it 
only makes them busy; sometimes too busy to be a good dad or mom 
or child.  A well attended Sunday School, or Youth Group, or Adult 
Bible class, even a well attended Sunday morning are all things one 
might list as making a strong congregation.  And none of them are bad 
– they’re good! But are they what makes a strong congregation? 

It all comes down to what type of strength we think we should 
have.  We can have lots of money or lots to do or attendance to rival 
the best mega church, we can have a well-oiled machine in constitution 
and bylaws, and still be a weak congregation.  Our Lord says don’t 
worry about tomorrow (Matt. 6), which should keep us from fretting 
over money and other things of this life.  He says not to pray with 
many words so that by them we think we are heard; that should keep 
us from thinking we don’t have enough programs and stuff to do.  And 
our Lord says that no one comes to the Son except those the Father 
draws to Him (John 6:44).  That should keep us from worrying about 
attendance.  All that stuff – money, activity, and attendance – is up to 
God, not us.  

 (cont’d. on next page) 
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So what makes a strong congregation?  One that prays to-
gether and bears one another’s burdens.  One that clings to Christ 
alone and listens to His Word alone, not letting the allurement of 
“success” clog our ears and dirty our hands.  A strong congrega-
tion isn’t worried about the world’s perception of it, but concerns 
herself with our Father’s business of reconciliation and mercy.  A 
strong congregation isn’t concerned that she doesn’t have the latest 
and greatest (often not nearly as great as we’d like to think) evan-
gelism program or music program or Sunday school curricu-
lum.  A strong congregation is one that serves her neighbor, shares 
one another’s difficulties in life and in faith, and that teaches her 
children the faith handed down to the saints.  

To be a strong congregation we need only to hear our Lord’s 
words: “Come unto me all you who labor and are heavy laden, 
and I will give you rest.”  Let’s continue be a strong congregation, 
strong in the Lord and in the strength of His might (Ephesians 
6:10).  Let’s not chase money or attendance or concern ourselves 
with whether or not we’re liked by the world; let’s not be too busy 
to be effective.  Let us cling to Christ alone, hear His Word, and 
follow His example in the world of being merciful and doing good 
to all, especially to those of the household of faith (Galatians 
6:10).  In short, let us take heed to the apostle John’s instruction: 
Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God and everyone 
who loves knows God, for God is love (1 John 4:7-8).  Then we will 
be strong even though others would say we are weak. For when 
we are weak, then He is strong.  

 
Peace be with you. See you at the gathering. 
+Pastor 

Taking measure of prayer 
Fluency [in prayer] is a questionable endowment, especially when it is 
not accompanied with the weight of thought and depth of feeling. 
Some [people] pray by the yard, but true prayer is measured by weight, 
not by length. A single groan before God may have more fullness of 
prayer in it than a fine oration of great length. —Charles Spurgeon 
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Sincere congratulations and a thank-you go out to the members who 
were elected  during the Voters Meeting on June 14th.  The people elect-
ed are as follows; 
George Huenergardt, President, Ken Loesing, Vice President, Kathy 
Loesing, Recording Secretary, Bev Mardis, Financial Secretary, Andrew 
Stuewe, Elder, and Stirling Schmidt, Elder.  This year and on the even 
numbered years, officers of the congregation are elected.  Those offices 
are:  President, Vice President, Secretary, Financial Secretary, and two 
Elders.  On the odd numbered year, Board Chairman are elected.  Those 
boards are:  Board of Elders (two members), Board of Evangelism, 
Board of Stewardship, Board of Education, and Board of Property 
Maintenance. Terms of all offices and board chairmanships are for two 
years, with the exception of the Elders, they are 3 year terms. 
 
I very much appreciate and thank you for being voted in to the President 
position and will do my best to follow the guidelines of the congrega-
tional constitution, and will welcome any advice and suggestion you 
may have.  Please feel free to call, text, email, etc., with any concerns or 
questions you have. 
 
On Sunday, June 14th, attendance was 82, the first time we had over 80 
people in a Sunday service for over a year.  And on Sunday, June 21st, 
there were 79 people.  A trend we hope will continue.  We hope that 
before too much more time we will be able to return to “regular” condi-
tions and communion distribution.  We are thankful that our church has 
not suffered any COVID- 19 related illness’s or complications, thank 
you all for being patient with and enduring the guidelines that were nec-
essary to prevent the spread of the virus in our church. 
 
George Huenergardt 
President 

 

PRESIDENT’S COMMENTS 

“If you want to touch the past, touch a rock. If you want to touch the present, 
touch a flower. If you want to touch the future, touch a life.” 
                                                                                            —Author unknown  
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BOARD OF ELDERS 
 

NEW OFFICERS   June 14, 2020 Election results: 
 
 President, George Huenergardt—replacing Vic Schimming 
 Vice President, Ken Loesing—remains the same 
 Recording Secretary, Kathy Loesing—remains the same 
 Financial Secretary, Bev Mardis, replacing Phyllis Ioerger 
 Elder, Andrew Stuewe—replacing Ron Balke 
 Elder, Stirling Schmidt—replacing Alex Gunther 
 
Thanks to all the candidates for accepting an office. 
 
Ron Balke 
Head Elder 
 

BOARD OF STEWARDSHIP 
 
Dear Members of Immanuel: 
 
Giving money to the church is a highly symbolic act.  It is also a very 
practical matter.  By giving money, we symbolize the offering of our-
selves in service and devotion to God.  We also make it possible for the 
church to pay its bills and carry out its ministry in the world.  Therefore, 
what we give becomes a very important question.  Our answer reflects 
our willingness and readiness to offer ourselves to God.  It provides the 
means for an effective witness and service through the church.  Reflect-
ing upon the plan of proportionate giving, the decision is ours to make. 
 

   What a friend we have in Jesus, all our sins and grief to bear!                                                       
   What a privilege to carry,  Everything to God in prayer (LW 516) 

      The earth is the Lord’s.   Psalm 24 

     He created it.   Genesis 1 

     He gave it to man.   Psalm 8 

     He expects an accounting.   Luke 16:2,  Romans 14:12 

     The tithe is the beginning.   Leviticus 27:30 

     Giving beyond the tithe is grace.   II Corinthians 8 

     A systematic approach to giving is proper.   I Corinthians 16:1  
 

Very truly yours, 
 
Bob Todd, 
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BOARD OF PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 
 

Please join me in thanking Elaine and Bob Todd for repainting the 
Visitors Signs in our Parking Lot.  
 
Several items that we have addressed during the past month are: 

   We have started to use a new Pest Control service, Freedom 
Pest Solutions, for the interior of our facility. We feel they 
will be more thorough. They have placed spider traps around 
our facility, please leave them be so they can do their job. 
The company will be treating our facility every other month.  

   We adjusted our trash service from a commercial account to a 
residential account with Waste Management. This reduced 
our billing by more than 50% and we are no longer under 
contract therefore giving us more flexibility. 

   We are undertaking the purchase of new security cameras with 
better quality resolution for our facility. We are adding 2 new 
cameras and updating our present ones. 

   We had to give attention to our office air conditioning system 
when it quit cooling. This required new charging of coolant. 

 
Thank you to the ladies, Jane Huenergardt and Beverly Giammasi 
that have beautified our premises with flowers and also our teams 
that mow the church yard weekly.  
 
As always I thank my committee who helps us maintain our facility, 
They are George Huenergardt, Cecil Wulf, and Elaine Todd.  Please 
do not hesitate to contact one of them , the church office or me if you 
see something that needs attention. 
 

Kevin Stuewe 
Property Maintenance Chairman 

“Your worth consists in what you are and not in what you have. What you are will 
show in what you do.”   —Thomas Davidson  
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People of the Lord by Robert Gay 

There is one body 

We have one Lord 

United in the spirit 
We are going forth 

With His praises on our lips 

And a sword in our hands 

We are marching on with power 
As we possess this land 
 

We are the people of the Lord 

We're a holy nation 

A chosen generation 

Called to show forth His praise 

We are the people of the Lord 

We're a holy nation 

Believers in Jesus 

Lifting up our voices to the Lord 
 

This was a song that we used to sing during Sunday School at my 
old church. I was thinking about it this week because we have 
been studying the role of people in the church in our Sunday 
School class. What struck me as I was looking at the lyrics was 
how it talked about the Church being chosen and called to praise 
the Lord. I pray that our nation would turn to the Lord in praise. If 
we can stand firm and be soldiers for Christ, then there can be 
peace among the people.  
     Thank you so much to everyone who has stepped up to do spe-
cial music recently. I especially appreciate my family members, 
who always step up if no one else is available. Thank you also to 
Tracee for playing for all the weekday services. 
     Please let me know if you would like to serve through your mu-
sical talents during these summer months. 
 

Musically Yours in Christ, 
Becky 
 

THANK YOU TO EVERYONE who helped set up and worked at 
the garage sale. Thank you also to everyone who donated and 
bought items. 



 

8 

 

BOARD OF EVANGELISM 
 

WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO YOU TO   
BELONG TO A PARISH 

  

The question was asked in a conversation I had this month and it made me 
wonder how other people would answer that question. So I proceeded to 
take a little pole on this subject. The outcome was pretty much the same 
but I will share a few with you. 
 
1. Belonging to a parish or group of like minded people gives you an op-

portunity to express yourself among similar backgrounds. Sort of an 
extended family and if you've gotten to the place where you've made 
close friendship with certain members they can help you in some of 
your life’s decisions by supporting you in hard times or being a sound-
ing block. 

 
2. You can always have devotions at home but you need to go to the spe-

cial Building to be with the special people with our special leader and 
teacher. 

 
3. I go to hear the word of God and feel the peace He gives me. 
 
4.  It's good to be with my church family. 
 
That pretty much says how we all feel, I think. I t keeps us grounded in the 
Lord's family. 
  
We have 2 students going to camp in July. Joshua Lovett and Carolyn 
Bromlow. I ask God's blessings on their travel and to soak up as much 
teaching as possible  in order to bring back to Immanuel what they can to 
pass on to our youth members.  
  
And with the pandemic slowly lifting we are seeing more pews filling up in 
the sanctuary, but let's not forget our home bound because they too yearn 
for the special building, special music, and special people. Give them a call 
when you can. 
  
As we go through the rest of the year 2020 it is comforting to know the 
Lord is with us, beside us and in us. Let's continue to lean on Him for 
strength and wisdom. His promise to us is He will never leave us or forsake 
us here at Immanuel.  
 
TO GOD BE THE GLORY. 
 
Jean Stever--Evangelism 
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Independence Day Word Search 
Instructions: Try to find all of the hidden Independence Day words 

in the word search puzzle below. 
(Words can be spelled forwards, backwards, diagonally, up, or down.) 



 

 
 
 

 

LWML— Greetings, 
 
I am happy to be able to say the LWML is once again quilting and meet-
ing.  We have decided to use our next LWML meeting (July 9th) as an 
extra quilting day since we have missed so many times.  We will meet at 
9:30 am and after lunch have a devotion before we head home.   
 
We will once again collect school supplies for Lutheran World Re-
lief.  We are going to try to fill  30 book bags.  Any extra school supplies 
will be given to the Wichita School District.  Watch for a flyer with the 
needed supplies.  Sales on school supplies should be starting soon.  
 
A BIG THANK YOU to members of Immanuel who managed to donate 
towels for the Orphan Grain Train even during a pandemic.  Here are the 
totals:  37 Bath Towels, 18 Hand Towels, 18 Kitchen Towels, 5 Wash 
Cloths, 11 Dish Cloths and 4 Guest Towels.   You are awesome! 
 
Yours in Christ, 
 
Phyllis Ioerger   
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Youth News 
 

Please keep Carolyn Bromlow and Josh Lovett in your prayers. 
They will be attending Christ Academy in Fort Wayne later this 
month. Pray for safe travels and that their hearts and minds be 
opened to hearing and learning more about their Lord.  
 
Becky 

“When one door of happiness closes, another opens; but often we look 
so long at the closed door that we do not see the one which has been 
opened for us.”– Helen Keller  
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“Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” asked the rich young ruler. Jesus 
said, “You know the commandments.” And the ruler replied, “All these I have kept from 
my youth.” And Jesus said to him, “One thing you still lack. Sell all that you have and 
distribute to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me.” (Luke 
18:18–22) 
     As we listen to this, one question is raised in our minds: Is Jesus speaking to us also or   
only to the rich young ruler? In other words, is Jesus telling us to sell all that we have and 
give it to the poor? As good Lutherans, we answer: No! But why? Why should we not 
sell all that we have and distribute it to the poor?  
     The simplest explanation is this: If we sold everything we have, our wife and our chil-
dren would be neglected. In other words, to sell everything we have and give it to the 
poor would ignore, even abandon, those whom God has placed in our care. Our money, 
everything we have, is not to be used solely for the church. But that doesn’t mean it isn’t 
to be used for the purpose God intends.  
     Everyone has three stations in life, three spheres in which we live and are to be of 
service to our neighbors. These stations are the church, the family, and society. We are 
members of all three of these by birth.  

 We are born into the church by water and the Word of God, and our duties to others 
in the church arise from either our birth into the church or the birth of others by Baptism 
into it. 

 We are born into a family, and our duties to others stem from either our birth into 
that family or the birth of others into our family. 

 Finally, we are born into society, which is simply a further extension of our birth into 
our family. The duties we have toward other members of society come from either our 
birth or the birth of others into the same society. 
     All that we have and all that we are is to be pressed into service for the church, the 
family, and society. If we were to sell all we have and give only to one, the other two 
would be neglected, and our duties toward them would falter.  
     So consider your life and all that you have in light of these three stations. You pay 
taxes to support and help those in society. You provide food, clothing, and shelter for the 
members of your family. You save for college for your children. 
     But the one station that is usually thought of last is the church. Since the needs of the 
family and society are more immediate, the church is often given what is left over. This is 
not how it should be. Rather, we are to give of our first fruits – the best from off the top – 
even as Abel gave the best of his flock.  
     This requires forethought and intent. It means that you sit down and make a plan for 
what you will give from the beginning. It means sticking to it even when it seems there 
are other more immediate and pressing things.  
     This is all the more necessary now as we enter into periods of time while giving is low 
due to high unemployment or restrictions on meeting in church to give. If we love God, 
his gifts of forgiveness given through the means of grace we receive at church and only at 
church, then we will support the church just as we love our country and our family.  
     For all that we have and all that we are is given to us by our gracious and giving God. 
He spared no expense for us and our salvation. He gave up His Son into death so that our 
sins are forgiven, and we will live. What is more, He provides for all that we need for this 
body and life. And our lives in this world, among these three spheres of the church, the 
family, and society, are to mirror the generosity of the one who gave us life in all three by 
birth. 
     Don’t let the church, your divine family, be ignored or even an afterthought. The 
church is nurturing you, bringing you up in salvation by Word and Sacrament for eternal 
life.  

STEWARDSHIP UPDATE 



 

12 

THANK YOU   I want to thank all my friends 

at Immanuel for remembering me on my 100th 

birthday.  I still feel shocked that I made it.  
What would I do without my family and 

friends.  God’s blessings on all of you.  

                                                – Vera Vaughn 

A BIG THANK YOU to members of 

Immanuel who managed to donate 

towels for the Orphan Grain Train 
even during a pandemic.  Here are 

the totals:  37 Bath Towels, 18 and 

Towels, 18 Kitchen Towels, 5 Wash 

Cloths, 11 Dish Cloths and 4 Guest 

Towels.   You are awesome! 

                            — Phyllis Ioerger 

THANK YOU’S 

A big thank you to everyone who helped with the 
annual garage sale.  Thanks also for all the items 
donated to help make it successful. 

Official Acts during June, 2020 
 
Transferred In:  Kenneth & Linda Wabel, from Holy Cross Lutheran, 
Wichita. 
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Kid’s Page 
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      TAYLOR 
  CHAPMAN 

              JAKE 
    LEWALLEN 

celebrate 07.25.20 

Join us in celebration of their marriage  
at four o’clock in the afternoon. 

 

Immanuel Lutheran Church 
909 S Market St  Wichita  KS 

 

-Reception to follow- 
Wichita Brewing Company Event Venue 

6160E Central  - Wichita  KS 
RSVP:  www.theknot.com/jakeandtaylorlewallen   

YOU ARE INVITED TO THE MARRIAGE OF 
Sarah Jane Loesing & Zachary Chase McDowell 

Saturday, August 1st, 2020 at 4:00 p.m. 
Immanuel Lutheran Church / 909 S Market St. / Wichita, KS 
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Kristi Lovett 7/2 
Erin Muller 7/2 
George Huenergardt 7/10 
Gladys Pagenkopf 7/14 
Becky Schmidt 7/15 
Harvey May 7/16 
Phyllis Jenish 7/17 
Wanda DeLapp 7/22 
Pat Engelken 7/22 
Michael Muller 7/25 
Barbara Dilli 7/26 
Phyllis Ioerger 7/30 

 DATE            YEARS 
Frank & Virginia Sandifer   7/8  71 
Tony & Bev Giammasi   7/11  57 
Todd & Bethany Dafforn   7/15  20 
Bud & Elaine Hermann   7/16  68 
Ron & Carol Balke   7/23  53 
Doug & Sally Hermann   7/24  27 
Dan & Karen Bitner   7/25  34 
Mike & Wanda DeLapp   7/25  50 

NEW ADDRESS   

Andrew and Martiya 

Stuewe have purchased 
a house, so they have a 

new address:   

260 Stewart, Haysville, 

KS  67060.  Please note 

in your directory until 

a new one comes out. 

July Birthdays 

JULY ANNIVERSARIES  

Eric Stuewe’s new address: 
 
Stuewe, Eric Paul (0082) 
527 I Avenue Unit 3009 
Sheppard AFB, TX  76311 
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