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PASTOR’S PEN

by Pastor Mark Lovett

Pentecost 2020
Dear Saints and Friends of Immanuel,

There was country song that came out a couple of decades ago that
had a line something to the effect that, “I wanna go to heaven, I just don’t
wanna go tonight.” The singer is having too much fun on earth. Such is often
the sentiment of people, especially the young. Heaven is nice and all, but kin-
da boring. It’s the same as when someone says they’ll start going to church
when they’re older, maybe with kids. But a person who doesn’t go to church
now is only practicing not going to church. And what a person practices, they
become good at.

Heaven is thought of as a place where Christians (and sometimes just
“good people”) go after death; a sort of reward for a life lived in decency — to
some degree, anyway. Of course, as Lutherans we believe, teach, and confess
that it is not by any merit or worthiness in us that we go to heaven, but by the
grace of God alone. And we understand that after the body dies (falls asleep,
as St. Paul puts it) the soul — life — returns to God (cr. Ecclesiastes 12:7; Phi-
lippians 1:19ff). And for most people, that’s sort of the end of it all. Heaven is
basically spiritual retirement where you sit by some lake and basically do your
favorite, relaxing thing you did on earth — as long as it’s moral — only without
guilt or taxes.

But that’s not heaven. Not at all. The Book of the Revelation gives a
truer depiction of heaven; where the Lamb reigns from His throne and all crea-
tion is active and alive in worshiping God — Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. It’s
almost the opposite, where it’s not lazy days spent fishing or baking or swap-
ping stories (ugh) but a place that is more alive than what we now experience
or live in. As the Apostle John says, what we will be is unknown to us, but we
know that we will be like Him (1 John 3:2).

But for now, and in truth, we know that heaven — the kingdom of
heaven — is wherever Jesus is as He says, “The kingdom of heaven is among
you” (cf. Matthew 4:17; 10:7). Moreover, heaven, as popularly described
above, is not the goal. The resurrection is the goal. Between now and the res-
urrection is waiting, even if we are asleep in Christ when we wait with Him
(cf. Revelation 6:7-11). We are waiting — with all creation — for the revealing
of the sons of God (Romans 8:19).

Heaven isn’t some cloudy, puffy paradise, heaven is where Jesus is.
Heaven is the abode of God and in Christ God dwells bodily (Colossians
2:9). So wherever Jesus is, there God is and there heaven is. Where Jesus is,
there are His miracles, His words, His love, His mercy, His life; there
His Spirit is! So church, or more pointedly, the gathering of the Lord —
gathered in His Name — around pulpit, font, and altar, is heaven! It’s
heaven because Jesus is there. And because He promises to be there, we
gather to Him. When you go to church, you’re going to heaven!

(cont’d. on next page)



Now someone might say, “Wait a minute, Jesus walked in Judea.
Was that heaven?” Absolutely! As said above, the Lord said many times,
“The kingdom of heaven is among you.” But like God hidden in flesh in
the person of Jesus so heaven is hidden, too. We can’t see heaven with
our eyes, but we walk by faith and not by sight. We can’t point to it and
say, “There it is!” or “Here it is!” (St. Luke 17:21) as if it were a single
place. For the whole earth is full of His glory (Isaiah 6:3).

Heaven is a place. But not like Kansas is a place. Heaven is a
place that appears, to the eyes of faith, that is, to those who have ears to
hear. Heaven is where the Gospel is preached and the sacraments admin-
istered because those are the means by which the grace of God, the love
of God, the favor of God, is given to mankind through Jesus
Christ. Blessed are the eyes that see what you see and the ears that hear
what you hear! (St. Luke 10:23-24) But with it, as the Lord said, comes
toil and trouble in this life. Just like the fact that even though it was the
Lord God walking the earth toil and trouble were right there with Him. So
heaven is hidden and right there with it is toil and trouble (as promised by
our Lord). But it’s not the toil and trouble that hides heaven but unbelief.

When Jesus approached Jerusalem, He wept over her saying,
“Would that you knew the time of your visitation!” That is, “Would that
you knew that the Lord is visiting you!” Jerusalem didn’t see the Lord in
Jesus. They were blind because they did not believe the prophets or even
the works that Jesus did. Being blind they were in darkness. They were in
hell. It’s not the toil and trouble that causes one to be in hell but unbelief,
as it is written “Whoever does not believe shall be condemned” (St. Mark
16:16). A person’s life may be void of any real toil or trouble — though
that’s hard to imagine — and they still be bound in hell, much like the Rich
Man of Luke 16.

Hell, like heaven, is a place too. But not a place like Kansas. Hell
is where those who do not see the kingdom of heaven are. Hell is full of
hatred and violence. There is weeping and gnashing of teeth. There is un-
quenchable fire that burns the soul away. Unbelievers are in hell, even if
they are sitting in pews. They are all around us. They do not know the
Lord so they do not know the time of His visitation. They have eyes but
cannot see and have ears but do not perceive (St. Mark 8:18).

Of course, sometimes heaven doesn’t feel like heaven. Heaven
was on the cross, but I'm sure it didn’t feel like heaven. Here on earth
heaven is in the midst of hell. But that is fitting, for Jesus descended into
hell to preach to those in prison (1 Peter 3:18-19). Even now He has de-
scended into hell, into the midst of those who do not know Him and can-
not see Him so that He might preach to them the kingdom of heav-
en. Heaven isn’t a feeling because it’s not built on an emotion. Heaven is
a place because it’s built on a foundation, which is Christ our Lord (cf. 2
Corinthians 5:1).

Remember that next time it doesn’t feel like heaven. Is Jesus
there? Then there is heaven. There is the Lord. There is God Almighty for
your good and your salvation. Thanks be to God in Christ Jesus! Amen!

Peace be with you all.
+Pastor Lovett 3



PRESIDENT’S COMMENTS

Thank You for giving me the opportunity to serve as President of Immanuel
Lutheran Church in Wichita these past four years. It has been an honor to serve
Immanuel members and our Lord and Savior in this way.

The memories I cherish include the formation of a Men’s Bible Study that met
at our home on Sunday evenings. This group started a tradition of honoring our
wives on Valentine’s Day with dinner together at fine restaurants in Wichita.
We also served two church dinners with the help of our wives and had fun
working together. Let me know if you would like to be part of this type of fel-

lowship when we start again. One of our studies was entitled “30 Life Prin-

cip[es To0 Live By. ” We have book marks to share which lists them all. A
few favorites include:.

God’s Word is an immovable anchor in times of storm.

Fight all your battles on your knees and you will win every time.
Listening to God is essential to walking with God.

To walk in the Spirit is to obey the initial promptings of the Spirit.

To live the Christian Life is to allow Jesus to live His life in and
through us.

God blesses us so that we might bless others.

No Christian has ever been called to “go it alone” in his or her walk of
faith

What a blessing it was for me to have been part of our church effort to get a
new Senior Pastor. This procedure confirmed how God carefully worked in
answering our group prayers. We started with a Call List of eighteen and saw
that narrowed down to one...HIS choice for us! It was then a joy for me and
Sondra to worship one Sunday at Redeemer Lutheran in Herington and meet the
Lovett family there. We hosted their visit to tour Immanuel and meet with sev-
eral members of our congregation as well as become better acquainted with
Wichita and explore available housing. How great it was to have a large team
of members help the Lovett family move into their new residence.

Having been baptized at Immanuel in 1938, I was confirmed in 1951 after grad-
uation from Wichita Lutheran School. Our church had a very active Junior and
Senior Walther League. While conducting a Zone Walther League gathering
in1956, I met Sondra when we were sixteen and seventeen. Thankfully this
church youth group brought us together for a blessed lifetime. I later trans-
ferred to Holy Cross Lutheran where Sondra was a member and we were mar-
ried there in 1959 by Pastor Martin Hartenberger.

When we returned to Immanuel about ten years ago, we already knew some
longtime members and needed to build relationships with those we did not
know. Our solution was to invite everyone to have dinner in our home. Each
week around ten members accepted our invitation to spend Thursday evening
with us. Sondra prepared and served the same menu of my favorite foods each
time including our Southern Plantation Lasagna and Asparagus Spear Bundles,
and Ice Cream Pie for dessert. Eighty plus members dined with us over an

(cont’d. on next page)



eight week period. After dinner each one shared something about them-
selves the rest probably did not know. New friendships developed among
fellow brothers and sisters in Christ in the congregation. We thank everyone
who was able to attend these dinners, making a great memory for us.

In our Dale Carnegie training it was stated that a person’s name is to that
person the sweetest and most important sound in any language. My goal has
been to know and greet everyone who enters our church by their name, in-
cluding the children. In addition to knowing you, it has warmed my heart
sending hundreds of cards to let you know we care and rejoice with you on
your special days, as well as send comfort to you in your times of sadness.
Dear to our hearts have been your many expressions of love and appreciation
to us.

It is my daily prayer that the members of Immanuel will draw closer to one
another and in their walk with the Lord. Again, thank you for having given
me the opportunity to serve Immanuel Lutheran Church and its members
these past four years.

John 15: 16-17 You didn’t choose me. I chose you. I appointed you to go

and produce lasting fruit, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask
for, using my name. This is my command: Love each other.

Victor Martin Schimming, President

BOARD OF ELDERS

Reminder that the Group One Election is in June. Still
need candidates for the open positions:

President - open

Vice President — Ken Loesing
Recording Secretary — Kathy Loesing
Financial Secretary - open

Elder — Andrew Stuewe

Elder - open

If you would like to recommend someone, or volunteer for
an office, please see one of the Elders. Voters Meeting is
June 14th.

Ron Balke
Chair



BOARD OF STEWARDSHIP
We Give Because Stewardship is Discipleship

“The point is this: the one who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and
the one who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. Each of you must
give as you have made up your mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion,
for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to provide you with every
blessing in abundance, so that always having enough of everything, you may
share abundantly in every good work.” 2 Corinthians 9:6-8

“No longer is the question, ‘how much of my money should I give to God?’
Now the question is, ‘How much of God’s money do I dare keep for my-
self?””

Bob Todd, Chairman
Board of Stewardship

BOARD OF PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

Board of Propertes has added t
One is |l ocated across from the
the other one is |l ocated as yo
third one will be placed in th
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“A dad is someone who wants to catch you when you fall. Instead he

picks you up, brushes you off and lets you try again.” —Unknown

Becky
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days, we can certainly set up a
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one this year At the time that
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ing the work weeks

May the Lord bless your summer.
rejuvenation

Bl essings you all

Becky

“By the time a man realizes that maybe his father was right, he usually has a
son who thinks he’s wrong.” —Charles Wadworth

Flag Day

People across the United States celebrate Flag Day on
June 14 each year to honor the United States flag and to
commemorate the flag's adoption. On the same day, the
United States Army celebrates its birthday.

Bernard Cigrand, a small-town Wisconsin teacher, originated the idea
for an annual flag day, to be celebrated across the country every June 14,
in 1885. That year, he led his school in the first formal observance of the
holiday.



BOARD OF SOCI AL CO

What a storm! We are going through the worst we’ve ever known. Surely, there
have been personal trials, community tragedies and national and global crises be-
fore. This pandemic is different because the way of life of every inhabitant is neg-
atively impacted at the same time. We are increasingly aware that heroic solutions
are now actually more like disappointments. While viral deaths are slowing, real
social and economic costs are escalating. More deaths and damage from suicide,
homicide, substance use, domestic violence and economic upheaval are on the
horizon.

Our Holy Bible which some call the “Best Instruction Before Leaving Earth” rec-
ords repeated events when God’s people moved farther from Him, caused crises
and suffered greatly until life became so unbearable that they turned to Him again.
Their pursuit of human depravity lost luster and became ugly to them, as so much
of our society is to us. When His people cried to Him, He raised a few imperfect
leaders to pray and obey their Creator once more. It is easy to see a correlation of
changes to the American Way during our lifetime. In the midst of this great storm
God is setting up pockets of hope. Here at our small parish our new shepherd re-
acted to the governor’s order to limit gatherings to ten people. Instead of just
streaming the worship service, he simply added five weekly worship services so
we could actually receive Holy Communion while respecting social distances.

Members of Immanuel’s Board of Social Concerns sense our normal focus on reg-
ular needy persons who might come to our door is now better directed to interac-
tions in our homes with our changed daily lives. So how should we who have been
favored of God be more like what He has carefully called us to be...People of
PRAYER and LOVE? This time of our lives will be remembered long into the
future. Will it be the Worst or the Best of Times? Instead of being too busy mak-
ing our way in life to really connect with Him and those He has given us to love
most closely, we now have the time and space to devote ourselves to be their best
relatives and friends. Let’s use our extra time together to inspire them by using
eye, skin, paper or technology contact to verbalize daily one true expression of
honest, sincere appreciation to each one. It’ll take some practice and effort at first
to make it flow and will be worth the effort. God wants that kind of attention from
us and so do our loved ones whether far or near. Let’s change the atmosphere of
our world by changing the atmosphere around ourselves. It is said it takes 21
straight daily repetitions to create a good habit. We have the time now, and the
place. Not only that....the separations of people caused by attention lately to
games, etc., on hand- held screens and keyboards is losing its lure with overuse. It
is time folks! Whether we connect more deeply with God, family, friends, or all of
them in this way, great good will result. What power we have! Happy Socializing!

IT Chronicles 7:14, “If my people who are called by My name will humble them-

selves and pray, search for Me, repent of their evil ways, then I shall hear from
heaven and forgive their sins and heal their country.”

Sondra L. Schimming, Chairperson
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L WM L- Greetings,

Is anyone besides me ready to get back to (semi) what we used to
call normal? Let me know if you are ready to start quilting again.
Since there are not that many, and we can be somewhat apart, at
least when we start a big quilt, we might be able to do it safely. If
you feel better with a mask then put it on. Let me know what you
think. Alice has been busy putting quilts together, so I will be
down on June 9th, to get some put together and ready to tie.

If this works well, we can plan to have LWML on June 11th at Noon.

Yours in Christ Jesus,
Phyllis loerger

]

“Always laugh when you can. It is cheap medicine.’
—Lord Byron ® 5

15

The olive branch is a symbol of peace,
harmony and healing. Olive trees pro-
vide shelter, as well as oil used for ointment and consecration. The
olive branch also represents deliverance from hardships and anxie-
ty because a dove brought an olive leaf back to Noah’s ark after
the flood ended (Genesis 8:11).
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0Come to me, all you that are weary
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Highly Esteemed

& After returning from a lengthy mission trip
8 overseas, John Huffman and his fellow pas-
sengers were held up in customs for two
hours. When he finally made it to the
packed airport lobby, Huffman realized it might take a while
to find his family But suddenly his 3 year-old daughter ran
toward his yelling, “ Daddy! Daddy! That’s my Daddy!” and
launched into his arms.

“What a welcome,” he writes. “I have never felt so loved and
acknowledged in my life.” Perhaps that’s how God feels
when we call on his name in worship and prayer, acknowledg-
ing him as our heavenly Father—and honoring him above all
else.

11
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Kid's Page

Wherever we go

Mo matrer where we journey, God always protects us.

Divections: Uise the map and @ &
covmpass fo answer the clies. i

Then write the boxed Istters

in order in the spaces below |

to complets Psaim 121:8, MY =

Start at the SHIP.

Move 1 space N, 3 spaces E,and 2 spacesN ] _
Start at the WORLD.

Move 1 space W, 1 space 5, and 1 space SE __[
Start at the SUITCASE.

Move 1 space NE, 2 spaces S, and 1 spece . ___[]
Start at the PLANE.

Move 2 spaces SW, 1 space 5, and 1 space W __[]_
Start at the CAR.

Move 1 space E, 1 space N, and 1 space bW [)__
Start at the SIGN.

Move 1 space SE, 1 space W, and 2 spaces W __ ]

The _ 0RD will watch ove_ your comi_g and go_ng
both no_ and for_vermore. Psalm 121:8, NIV

AT BT eS| SIILEAAI] PuE smou yog Suod pue

Sumuon mok
I2AD YPYEM T[IM (T80 2L, ‘aseqms ‘praos ‘dngs udE e ‘awepd Tamany

ROAD ;
TRIP<
TREAT ;

Make this snack neciklace o enjoy
during summer travals.

* Denzal floss

* Sewing needle

* O-shaped cereal
* Raising
» Popcorn

What you do: &

1. Carefully thread a yard
of floss through the
needle.

2. String a pattern of cereal,
raiging and popeorn on
the floss untl anly 4
inches remain on either
end. Tie the two ends
together.

3. Repeat to make necklaces
for your whole family.

4. When you're ready to
eat, simply bite off each
“bead.” Experiment with
other non-perishable
foods,

—Abraham Lincoln

“No man stands taller than when he stoops to help a child.”

13
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_ ORPHAN GRAIN TRAIN We are open
8 again on Wednesdays and Saturdays but
we are limiting the total number of volun-
—— teers at one time to 8. If you would like to
g i serve, please call Betty Amey, 316-737-
=———m 2073. Betty is our volunteer coordinator

and will help us with scheduling. If you
would please call her to schedule volunteering in
advance, or if you would like to volunteer without
having to schedule in advance, please call the ware-
house before you join us to make sure that our
numbers will not exceed the 8. We also ask that
you bring a mask or wear one that we will provide
for you. We also ask that we follow physical distanc-
ing and will place one person at a table at a time. It
is my prayer that our mission at OGT will continue
successfully in our attempt to respond to the cir-
cumstances of need that we encounter. Blessings,
Jeff Crane OGT Wichita Branch Manager

//a,,,,/,w/ABlg Thank Yownda an

, hel pers who worked on
Ascension Dinner on Ma)
that everything went we
ti me was had by all

Fairmount Coffee Co ., your favorite local coffeehouse and

outreach of Fairmount Ministries is now open for seating ,
following local requirements and guidelines. We invite you to
join us however you are comfortable, whether that be for
dine-in, takeout, curbside, or delivery!

Updated Hours: (M-F) 7am-6pm, (SAT) 8am-4pm
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Card Shower!!!

Vera Vaughn is turning 100
on June 12th!

Her address is:
120 N Greenwich Rd m
Wichita, KS 67206



SOJUNE

Birthdays

Bethany Dafforn 6/6

Kathy Loesing 6/7

Vera Vaughn 6/12 100!

Mike DeLapp 6/16

Jackson Lewallen 6/19

Nathaniel Snyder 6/21

Elaine Todd 6/21

Joe Doubrava 6/24

Karen Bitner 6/26

Sondra Schimming 6/27

LB SJUNE

Anniversaries
Date Years

Tom & Peg Clark 6/2 30
Garry & Karen Woodward ~ 6/3 27
Pastor Al & Sue Hoger 6/7 47
Pastor Mark & Kristi Lovett 6/9 19
Dan & Tracee Snyder 6/9 36
Kevin & Joyce Stuewe 6/20 33
George & Jane Huenergardt 6/22 57

“Their first argument — over whose
parents they'll move in with.”

15



Immanuel Lutheran Church
909 S Market
Wichita KS 67211

Change Service Request

Phone: 318640639
Email: secretary@ilchurch.org
Web Sifevww.ilchurch.org
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